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MERCHANT   SHIPPERS'  NUMBER. 

This  important  issue  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  will?  be 
published  on  March  10,  and  copies  will  be  sent  to  every  shipper 
of  druggists'  goods  in  the  United  Kingdom.  Merchants  ?  often 
have  great  difficulty  in  discovering  the  makers  of  goods  on™  their 
foreign  indents,  and  the  object  of  this  special  circulation? is  to 
facilitate  communication  between  manufacturers  and  exporters. 
Full  details  will  be  supplied  on  application  to  the  Publisher, 
42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. 


POSTCARD  COMPETITION. 

February. 

Tub  Parliamentary  Session  has  opened,  and  it  will  be  a  specially 
important  one  for  chemists  and  druggists.  The  Comnanies  Bill 
IS  the  first  item  on  the  legislative  programme,  and  chemists 
throughout  the  country  should  write  to  their  Parliamentary  repre- 
sentatives about  it.  What  should  they  say?  We  shall' be  glad 
if  our  subscribers  and  their  employes  will  write  us  model  letters 
to  anM.P.  Telling  and  terse  letters  they  should  be.  One  guinea 
will  be  awarded  to  the  best  one.  A  prompt  response  to  this 
request  will  be  good  for  the  trade. 


Sweden  is  arranging  to  pension  pharmacists  (p.  241). 
Several  Lists  of  new  store-prices  are  printed  on  p.  239. 
A  Pasteur  Hospital  is  to  be  opened  in  Paris  in  April 
(P.  241). 

One  op  the  Voluxtekr.  Compounders  recently  appointed 
h  is  died  at  Aldershot  (p.  243). 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  obtained  the  support  of  the  Liverpool 
chemists  last  week  to  his  defence  scheme  (p.  261). 

Signor  Marcoxi's  Lecture  on  Wireless  Telegraphy, 
reported  on  p.  256,  gives  the  latest  developments  of  his 
system. 

Belfast  Druggists  appear  to  be  in  a  prosperous  con- 
dition judging  from  the  way  they  enjoyed  themselves  at  the 
annual  reunion  (p.  259). 

Magob  (Limited)  show  a  loss  of  nearly  3,000Z.  this  year. 
When  offered  to  the  public  two  years  ago  the  annual  profits 
were  stated  at  6,000/.  (p.  243). 

Dr.  Squire  read  to  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry  in 
London  on  Monday  a  lively  paper  advocating  the  compulsory 
use  of  the  metric  system  (p.  257). 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society  has  secured  fines  from 
Lewis's  of  Liverpool  and  Lewis's  of  Manchester  for  infringe- 
ment of  the  Pharmacy  Act  (p.  265). 

A  Bethnal  Green  Doctor  has  sued  Messrs.  Evans, 
Lescher  &  Webb  for  libel  alleged  to  be  contained  in  a  letter 
written  to  him.    He  was  nonsuited  (p.  263). 

The  Companies  Bill  has  not  yet  been  introduced  into 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  Mr.  Ritchie  is  unable  at  present 
to  say  when  he  will  be  able  to  do  so  (p.  253). 

The  Pharmaceutical  Council  (G.B.)  has  not  yet  been 
able  to  extract  a  report  from  its  Law  and  Parliamentary 
Committee  regarding  the  Companies  Bill  (p.  246). 

The  Register  of  chemists  and  druggists  in  Great  Britain 
shows  an  increase  in  1899  of  122  only.  The  Pharmaceu- 
tical Society  has  done  better,  and  now  numbers  over  a  third 
of  those  on  the  register  (p.  245). 

Mr.  William  Powell,  head  of  the  firm  of  Goodall, 
Backhouse  &  Co.,  Leeds,  died  last  Sunday.  We  also  record 
the  deaths  of  Mr.  F.  Ross  (of  Leatli  &  Ross)  and  Sir  F. 
Grainger  Stewart,  M.D.,  Edinburgh  (p.  214). 

Mr.  C.  G.  Moor,  M.A..  the  Exeter  analyst,  has  further 
discussed  the  drugs-standard  question,  and  his  desire  for  an 
authoritative  standard  is  backed  by  the  Exeter  Chemists' 
Association,  who  suggest  the  B.P.,  subject  to  modifications 
(p.  260). 

Our  Australian  Letter  this  week  deals  with  Pharma- 
ceutical Colonial  reciprocity,  which  is  not  progressing 
greatly,  and  with  the  Shop  Hours  Act  of  New  South  Wales 
which  applies  to  the  drug-trade  and  will  give  much  desired 
relief  (p.  242). 

The  Division  op  the  Minor  Examination  was  dis- 
cussed at  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  meeting  on  Wednesday. 
The  members  seemed  rather  favourable  to  it,  but  legal 
difficulties  were  hinted  at  (p.  246).  We  comment  upon  the 
legal  aspects  of  the  matter  on  p.  254. 

A  Basle  Chemical-manufacturer  who  was  in  the 
Antipyrin  Convention  has  been  sentenced  to  eighteen  months' 
imprisonment  for  defrauding  Meister,  Lucius  &  Briining  by 
making  false  declarations  respecting  antipyrin,  which  re- 
sulted in  large  payments  to  him  by  the  firm  (p.  266). 

The  Drug-market  is  quiet,  the  principal  alteration  being 
an  advance  in  English  and  German  refined  camphor.  New 
cod-liver  oil  is  in  more  inquiry,  and  in  second-hand  quinine 
an  extensive  business  has  been  done  at  firmer  rates.  Heavv 
vanilla-sales  were  held  this  week,  at  which  prices  declined 
(p.  269). 

A  Provincial  Firm  of  Grocers,  who  were  sued,  under 
the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  section  6,  for  selling  weak 
camphorated  oil,  argued  that  they  should  have  been  sued 
under  section  7  for  selling  a  compounded  drug.  The  County 
Court  Judge  upheld  that  view,  but,  on  appeal  to  the  High 
Court,  it  has  been  reversed,  and  the  case  sent  back  to  the 
County  Court  (p.  264). 
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Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Fires  on  London  Chemists'  Premises. 

In  the  annual  report  of  the  Chief  Officer  of  the  Metro- 
politan Fire  Brigade  it  is  stated  that  during  1899  twenty 
iires  occurred  on  the  premises  of  London  chemists,  of  which 
three  only  were  serious.  There  were  fotvr  fires  on  the 
premises  of  wholesale  druggists,  of  which  one  was  caused 
by  letting  off  fireworks,  and  the  cause  of  three  unknown. 
On  the  premises  of  druggists'" sundriesmen  there  were  also 
four  fires,  one  being  caused  by  a  light  thrown  from  the 
street  and  the  cause  of  the  others  unknown. 

Improving. 

Mr.  A.  W.  Stokes,  F.C.S.,  F.I.C.,  public  analyst  for  the 
parish  of  St.  Luke's,  in  his  quarterly  report  to  the  Vestry 
on  February  6,  said  that  samples  of  olive  oil,  arrowroot, 
raspberry -juice,  and  carbolic  powder  and  acid  submitted 
to  him,  had  all  been  found  to  be  genuine.  Out  of  56  samples 
of  foodstuffs  only  4  were  wrong,  and  these  not  flagrantly 
so-.  Further,  comparing  the  year  1899  with  that,  of  1898,  the 
fotal  number  of  articles  adulterated  had  dropped  from  18  to 
15  per  cent. 

Got  no  Work  to  Do. 

Dr.  Horace  Swete,  of  Worcester,  has  resigned  his  position 
as  county  analyst  for  Radnorshire.  During  last  quarter  not 
a  single  sample  was  sent  to  him  for  analysis. 

L.C.C.  Contracts. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  London  County  Council  on  February  6, 
it  was  reported  by  the  Stores  Committee  that  Messrs.  Wade 
ic  Co.  (Limited)  held  contracts  for  the  supply  of  various 
articles  specified  in  the  disinfectants  and  oils  schedules. 
As  difficulty  had  been  experienced  in  obtaining  three  of  the 
articles,  the  committee  recommended  that  notice  be  given 
to  Messrs.  Wade  &  Co.  to  terminate  their  contract  for  the 
supply  of  goods  under  items  1  to  3  in  the  disinfectants 
schedule  and  items  1  to  20  in  the  oils  schedule.  This  was 
agreed  to. 

Contracts. 

On  February  1  the  Marylebone  Vestry  accepted  the  tender 
of  the  Sanitus  Company  (Limited)  for  the  supply  during  the 
year  of  carbolic  acid,  at  Is.  per  gal. ;  carbolic  powder,  at 
21.  15.*.  per  ton :  and  soluble  creosote,  at  5%d.  per  gal.  It 
was  also  agreed  to  accept  the  tender  of  Messrs.  Boake, 
Roberts  &  Co.  for  the  supply  of  sulphur  dioxide  (for  the  dis- 
infection of  rooms),  at  10s.  Qd.  per  doz.  tins,  less  1\  per  cent. 

Charges  of  Stealing. 

At  Haltwhistle  on  January  25,  Gerald  Vincent  (52),  de- 
scribed as  an  unregistered  chemist,  was  charged  with  stealing 
a  stethoscope  from  the  surgery  of  Dr.  Pellew,  of  Haltwhistle, 
where  he  had  called  to  ask  for  employment.  The  accused, 
who  made  a  statement  to  the  effect  that  he  had  sold  the 
instrument  1o  a  chemist's  assistant  for  a  shilling,  was 
remanded. 

At  West  Ham  Police  Court  on  February  6,  Harry  Churchill 
Diamond  (26),  giving  an  address  at  304  Tremont  Street, 
Boston,  U.S.A.,  was  charged  with  stealing  a  number  of 
articles  of  clothing,  valued  at  10/.,  the  property  of  Chester 
William  Chester,  an  American  druggist.  The  parties  arrived 
in  England  on  January  21  from  America,  with  the  intention 
of  endeavouring  to  secure  enlistment  for  service  for  South 
Africa.  They  tooks  lodgings  together,  and  next  day  Diamond 
disappeared  with  Chester's  clothes.  The  prosecutor  and  two 
others,  one  a  doctor,  came  over  boiling  to  get  into  the- Army 
Service  Corps.  The  prisoner,  who  pleaded  guilty,  and  said 
he  was  addicted  to  opium-taking,  and  did  not  know  what  he 
was  doing,  was  sent  to  gaol  for  six  weeks  with  hard  labour. 

A  Cautious  Firm. 

At  Watford  Betty  S  ^sions  on  January  30,  a  man  named 
A.  Allen,  alias  Allan  Put'ton,  was  charged  with  endeavouring  to 


obtain  credit  by  fraud  from  a  number  of  firms,  including 
Messrs.  T.F.  Bristow  &  Co.,  perfumers  and  soap-manufacturers, 
Clerkenwell.  Prisoner  wrote  Messrs.  Bristow,  in  the  name  of 
"  A.  Allen,"  asking  for  a  price-list.  This  was  sent,  and  two 
days  after  defendant  wrote  ordering  various  articles,  including 
one  dozen  brilliantine  at  8s.,  one  dozen  essence  of  camomile 
at  10s.,  six  nail-brushes,  and  a  gross  of  seidlitz-powders. 
Inquiries  were  made  respecting  defendant's  position,  and  as 
a  result  the  order  was  not  executed.  Prisoner  was  com- 
mitted for  trial. 

A  Trade-protection  Association. 

The  annual  report  of  the  London  Association  for  the  Pro- 
tection of  Trade  states  that  the  past  year  has  been  marked 
by  an  increase  in  membership,  organisation,  and  activity. 
This  Association,  amongst  other  things,  makes  private 
inquiries  as  to  the  means,  respectability,  and  trustworthi- 
ness of  individuals  and  firms ;  collects  debts ;  issues 
gazettes  containing  particulars  of  County  Court  judg- 
ments, bills  of  sale,  bankruptcies,  and  so  forth,  and  gives 
gratuitous  legal  advice  to  members  in  all  matters  connected 
with  their  trading.  The  Association  is  co-operative  in 
principle,  the  committee  of  management  giving  their 
services  gratuitously.  The  Association  has  branches  in 
Exeter  and  Plymouth,  and  amongst  the  members  of  com- 
mittee are  Messrs.  H.  Gadd,  J.P.  (Evans,  Gadd  &  Co.),  of 
Exeter,  and  C.  J.  Park,  of  Plymouth. 

The  Chemist  and  the  Vicar. 

A  Consistory  Court  was  held  at  Bristol  last  week  to 
investigate  charges  preferred  by  Mr.  Win.  J.  Smith,  chemist, 
of  High  Street,  Swindon,  and  churchwarden  of  the  parish, 
against  the  Rev.  Newton  Ebenezer  Howe,  vicar  of  the  place, 
the  allegations  being  that  he  was  guilty  of  impropriety  with 
an  unmarried  lady.  After  hearing  voluminous  evidence  the 
Court  adjourned  the  case  to  March  23. 

Assaulting  a  Chemist's  Assistant. 

At  the  Lambeth  Police  Court  on  February  5,  a  youth 
named  Oliver  was  fined  40s.  and  costs  for  committing  an 
unprovoked  assault  upon  a  chemist's  assistant  named  Row- 
lands, of  High  Street,  Clapham. 

In  Spite  of  the  Chemist's  Precautions. 

At  Mansfield  a  woman  named  Revill  obtained  a  quantity 
of  carbolic  from  the  shop  of  Mr.  J.  A.  Pegg,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Mansfield,  drank  it,  and  died.  At  the  inquest,  on 
February  3,  a  juror  asked  if  the  bottle  supplied  to  the 
deceased  was  properly  labelled,  and  the  Coroner  pointed  out 
that  carbolic  acid  did  not  come  under  the  Poisons  Act,  and 
therefore  was  not  scheduled  as  a  poison,  and  it  was  not 
necessary  to  take  the  usual  precautions  as  with  other 
poisons.  Mr.  Pegg,  however,  had  taken  the  same  precau- 
tions as  would  have  been  necessary  for  him  to  have  done 
with  a  scheduled  poison. 

Poisoned  with  Castor-oil  Beans. 

At  an  inquiry  as  to  the  death  of  John  Falkner,  held  at 
Liverpool  on  January  28,  it  appeared  that  the  deceased,  who 
was  employed  at  the  docks,  had  died  from  eating  castor-oil 
beans,  which,  according  to  the  medical  evidence,  contain  a 
very  poisonous  ferment.  A  post-mortem  examination  showed 
that  the  stomach  was  violently  inflamed.  He  refused  to  call 
in  a  doctor,  and  died.  A  verdict  of  d  eath  from  poisoning 
was  returned.  The  Coroner  remarked  that  no  similar  case 
had  occurred  since  1837. 

Death  of  a  Chemist's  "Widow. 
An  inquest  was  held  at  Clerkenwell,  on  February  2,  on 
the  body  of  Emma  Mary  Dewar  (64),  said  to  be  the  widow 
of  a  chemist.  Deceased,  who  earned  her  living  as  a  char- 
woman, caught  cold  and  died  from  heart-disease  and  an 
acute  attack  of  pneumonia. 

Channel  Island  Items. 
Lady  Doi  tors  in  Guernsey  — The  Royal  Court  of  Guernsey 
on  Saturday  last  granted  permission  to  Mrs.  Mary  Frances 
Bishop,  L.R.C.P.  and  S.E.,  and  L.F.P.  and  S.G.,  formerly  of 
Weston-super-Mare,  to  practise  as  a  doctor  in  that  island. 
Mrs.  Bishop  is  the  first  lady  doctor  thus  granted  leave  to 
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practise  by  the  Court ;  for,  though  there  is  another  lady 
medico  in  Guernsey  (Miss  Quertier),  natives  are  not  com- 
pelled to  apply  for  formal  permission  to  practice. 

Judge  Duret  Aubin,  M.B.,  has  presented  to  the  Jersey 
States  for  renewal  the  existent  Law  on  the  Practice  of 
Medicine  and  Surgery,  which  is  in  the  form  of  a  permanent 
law  subject  to  sanction  by  her  Majesty  in  Council,  and  not 
merely  as  a  triennial  and  purely  local  regulation,  as  hereto- 
fore. Judge  Duret  Aubin  has  also  obtained  the  tabling  of 
the  present  regulations  anent  vaccination,  for  renewal  in  due 
course,  and  is  at  present  devoting  attention  to  his  Bill  on 
the  fertilisers  and  foodstuffs,  now  before  the  local 
Legislative  Assembly.  The  operation  of  the  Pharmacy  Act 
(of  which  he  was  the  author)  expires  shortly,  but  will  pre- 
sumably be  renewed  in  due  course,  also  as  a  permanent  law, 
and  probably  with  some  slight  modifications  deemed 
necessary. 

Store-prices. 

The  following  are  noted  as  alterations  in  the  list  of  the 
Civil  Service  Supply  Association  (Limited)  for  February  : — 

Advanced  : — Camphor  (blocks\  from  Is.  Wd.  to  2s.  per  lb. ; 
crushed  linseed,  from  Is.  2d.  to  Is.  3d.  per  7  lbs. ;  powdered  orris, 
from  Is.  to  Is.  Id.  per  lb. ;  quinine  sulphate  (Howards')  from 
Is.  Id.  to  Is.  8d.  per  oz. ;  Seigel's  syrup,  from  3s.  6d.  to  3s.  9d.  per 
bottle. 

Added  to  Stock: — Gelatin-coated  Blaud's  pilis,  8d.  per 
bottle  of  100 ;  Post's  C.B.Q.  remedy,  2s.  6d.  and  4s.  3c?.  per  bottle. 

Taken  Out  op  List  : — Hopgood's  nutritive  cream,  3s.  6d. ; 
Thermo  feeding-bottles,  Wd.  and  Is.  2d.  each ;  and  Stearns's 
wine  of  cod-liver  oil  3s.  2d. 

In  the  Army  and  Navy  Stores'  circular  for  February  the 
following  alterations  are  recorded  : — 

Altered. — "Tabloid"  bismuth  subgallate  (Dermatol),  5  gr., 
Is.  6d.  per  bottle ;  Armbrecht's  coca  champagne,  2s.  9d.  and 
4s.  9d.  per  bottle  ;  Ridge's  food,  8hd.  and  Is.  Khd.  per  tin  ;  Lysol, 
Is.  5d.  per  bottle ;  Seigel's  plasters,  lOd.  each. 

Added. — Chinosol  powder,  Whd.  per  J-oz.  bottle,  Is.  2d.  per 
1-oz.  bottle;  cod-liver  oil  (Norwegian),  5s.  per  gal.;  Papain 
(Finkler,  2s.  Ad.  per  i-oz.  bottle,  4s.  6d.  per  1-oz.  bottle,  3s.  Qd. 
per  100  2-gr.  tablets ;  Bath  Eucryl,  Is.  4^(7.  and  2s.  3d  per  bottle ; 
Sandron's  assimilable  iron-tonic,  2s.  6d.,  4s.  2d.,  and  6s.  6d.  per 
bottle ;  Crown  Perfumery  Company's  Eldorado  perfume,  Is.  lOd. 
per  bottle ;  Golden  Gorseherb,  Is.  lOd.  and  2s.  3<t  per  bottle ; 
Roger  &  Gallet's  Violet  lip-salve,  Id.  per  tube ;  Hodgkinson's 
Electro-Neurotone,  35s.  8d.  complete. 

Discontinued. — Meditrina  and  Townsend's  sarsaparilla. 

A  Complicated  Smash. 

As  some  trucks  laden  with  wool  and  drawn  by  a  traction- 
engine  were  passing  the  shop  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Hewitt,  chemist 
and  druggist,  High  Street,  Rochester,  on  February  1,  one  of 
the  bales  dragged  away  an  outside  lamp,  which  crashed 
through  Mr.  Hewitt's  plate-glass  window. 

Inter-Pharmacy  Football  League. 

The  match  between  the  Metropolitan  College  and  London 
College,  to  have  been  played  on  Saturday  last,  was  post- 
poned owing  to  the  bad  state  of  the  ground. 

The  clubs  connected  with  the  League,  which  comprises 
the  football  teams  associated  with  the  various  colleges  of 
pharmacy  in  the  metropolis,  are  just  now  in  an  interesting 
position  in  the  struggle  for  premier  place  in  the  champion- 
ship.   The  results  up  to  date  are  as  under  :  — 


Played  on 

1899 
Oct.  28 
Nov.  4 
Nov.  11 
Dec.  2 
Dec.  2 
Dec.  16 

1900 
Jan.  13 
Jan.  20 
Jan.  27 


Teams 


London  College  v.  Square 
Muter's  College  v.  London  Coll. 
Metropolitan  College  v.  Square 
London  Coll.  v.  Metropolitan  Coll. 
Square  v.  Muter's  College 
Muter's  Coll.  ^Metropolitan  Coll. 

London  College  v.  Muter's  Coll. 
Muter's  College  v.  Square 
Square  v.  Metropolitan  College 


Won  by 


Square 

London  College 
Metropolitan  Coll. 
Metropolitan  Coll. 
Square 

Metropolitan  Coll. 

London  College 

Square 

Square 


It  will  be  seen  that  the  Square  lead  the  Metropolitan  College 
the  comparative  results  being  four  to  three,  and  on 
paper  it  would  appear  that  the  ultimate  struggle  will  fall  to 


these  teams ;  but  the  London  College,  who  have  so  far  only 
won  two  games,  have  still  a  chance  as  in  their  next  two  (and 
last)  matches  of  the  season  they  are  drawn  successively 
against  the  former  two.  The  Metropolitan  College  have  two 
matches,  and  the  Square  and  Muter's  one  each  only  to  play 
before  the  finish,  in  consequence  of  the  retirement  of  the 
Westminster  College  from  the  contest. 

The  Mystic  Sign. 

Further  discussion  ensued  at  the  meeting  of  Chelmsford 
Town  Council  on  January  31,  with  reference  to  the  offending 
sign  outside  Parke's  drug-stores  which  was  ordered  to  be 
taken  down.  It  transpired  that  the  action  of  the  Council 
was  based  on  an  unrepealed  Act  of  Geo.  III.,  and  that  the 
sign  had  been  taken  down  by  the  company.  During  the 
discussion  it  was  asserted  that  if  a  tradesman  wanted  to  put 
up  a  signboard  he  must  make  application  to  the  Council, 
but  a  member  pointed  out  that  under  the  Act  the  Council 
could  not  give  permission. 

London  University  Election. 

The  three-cornered  contest  for  the  vacancy  in  the  parlia- 
mentary representation  of  London  University  has  now  come 
to  the  vote,  and  it  proves  to  be  exceptionally  interesting,  as 
the  contest  is  conducted  on  the  old  open-voting  lines,  and 
the  voting  will  continue  all  this  week.  On  Wednesday 
afternoon  the  poll  stood  as  follows  : — 

Sir  Michael  Foster   ...  546 

Dr.  Collins   393 

Mr.  Busk   307 

There  are  about  4,000  electors,  but  nothing  like  that 
number  will  vote,  and  Sir  Michael  Foster's  election  seems 
certain.  The  figures,  so  far,  show  how  short-sighted  his 
opponents  have  been. 

Food-preservatives. 

The  Departmental  Committee  on  Food-preservatives 
resumed  its  inquiry  on  Wednesday,  February  7,  when 
Mr.  Robert  Gibson,  salesman  to  the  Public  Creamery  Market, 
Limerick,  was  examined.  The  preservation  of  butter  was 
his  theme.  Thereafter  Dr.  Grunbaum,  of  the  University 
College,  Liverpool,  gave  evidence  in  respect  to  the  putre- 
faction and  pathogenic  organisms  and  in  regard  to  the  pre- 
servatives used  by  foreign  countries.  He  condemned  the  use 
of  all  preservatives  on  general  grounds. 

Accident  at  a  Wholesale  Druggist's. 

At  Liverpool  on  February  5  an  accident  occurred  on  the 
premises  of  Messrs.  John  Thompson  (Limited),  wholesale 
chemists  and  druggists,  58  Hanover  Street.  While  an 
employe  named  Ronald  Fraser,  aged  18  years,  was  walking 
along  one  of  the  rooms  of  the  warehouse  he  accidentally 
slipped  and  fell  into  a  tank  of  boiling  black  draught. 
Assistance  was  soon  forthcoming,  and  he  was  conveyed  to 
the  Northern  Hospital,  where  he  remains  in  a  critical  con- 
dition. 

Drugs  in  Leicestershire. 

Dr.  Bernard  Dyer  in  his  report  to  the  Leicestershire 
County  Council  on  February  7,  stated  that  during  the  quarter 
he  had  analysed  twenty-eight  samples  of  camphorated  oil,  of 
which  twelve  were  either  adulterated,  or  lacking  in  the 
requisite  amount  of  camphor.  Of  ten  samples,  two  con- 
tained only  11  per  cent,  of  camphor,  one  contained  15  per 
cent.,  another  16  per  cent.,  another  17  per  cent.,  four 
more  18  per  cent.,  and  one  19  per  cent.  The  last-named 
sample  was  adulterated  with  mineral  oil.  In  six  out  of  these 
ten  cases,  the  oils  used  were  admixtures  of  mineral,  rape- 
seed,  or  cotton-seed  oils. 

The  Birkenhead  Guardians  and  their  Dispenser. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Birkenhead  Guardians  on  February  6, 
the  Clerk  submitted  the  letter  which  he  had  drawn  up  to 
be  sent  to  the  L.G.B.  in  reply  to  the  protest  made  by  Mr. 
Preece,  their  dispenser,  when  called  upon  to  resign.  The 
reply  in  effect  stated  that,  when  written  to  with  regard  to 
the  report,  Mr.  Preece  had  replied  that  he  was  unable  to 
give  a  very  lucid  explanation  of  the  discrepancies  men- 
tioned, and  he  had  not  shown  what  the  discrepancies  werfj. 
until  the  Guardians  had  insisted  on  his  doing  so.  The 
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trouble  had  arisen  through  the  undue  interference  of  the 
dispenser  and  the  strong  bias  shown  by  him  for  a  particular  1 
firm  of  contractors  ;  besides,  the  Guardians  were  dissatisfied 
with  the  irregular  and  unbusinesslike  methods  adopted  by 
the  dispenser.  It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  the  reply  as 
read  be  sent  to  the  L.G.B. ;  but  Mr.  Cottier  thought  there 
was  a  strong  vein  of  prejudice  against  the  dispenser  running 
through  the  entire  report.  Mr.  Prendiville  and  Mr.  Evans 
expressed  opinions  to  the  same  effect,  and  the  latter  gentle- 
man moved  that  the  reply  be  deferred,  and  brought  up  again 
at  the  next  meeting.  This  was  seconded ;  but  the  amend- 
ment was  defeated  by  ten  votes  to  rive. 


3risb 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 

Cork  Soapworks. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  of 
the  Cork  Corporation  a  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  W.  Smiddy 
asking  permission  to  erect  soapworks  in  Watercourse  Road. 
The  matter  was  referred  to  a  visiting  committee. 

Dispensary  Vacancy. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Harvey,  apothecary  to  the  Newcastle  West  (co. 
Limerick)  workhouse  and  dispensary,  has  been  appointed 
apothecary  to  the  Clonmel  and  St.  Mary's  dispensaries,  co. 
Tipperary.    The  vacancy  thus  caused  is  to  be  filled  at  once. 

Pharmaceutical  Chemistry. 

The  inaugural  lecture  of  the  course  of  theoretical 
chemistry  and  physics  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's 
School  of  Chemistry  was  delivered  on  February  1  by 
Professor  Binks.  The  session  promises  to  be  a  very  success- 
ful one. 

L.G.B.  Drug-list. 

The  Cork  Guardians  have  sent  to  the  Local  Government 
Board  a  list  of  medicines  and  appliances  which  the  medical 
officers  consider  should  be  included  in  the  L.G.B.  schedule. 
It  was  thought  that  if  the  matter  was  properly  brought  to 
the  notice  of  the  authorities  any  defect  would  be  remedied 
at  the  next  annual  revision  of  the  list. 

Potato-disease. 

The  ravages  of  the  potato-disease  appear  to  have  been  much 
circumscribed  this  year.  In  co.  Limerick  experiments  have 
been  made  to  test  the  efficacy  of  copper  sulphate  against 
the  disease.  It  is  found  that  a  couple  of  sprayings  with  the 
solution  early  in  the  season  are  effectual  as  a  preventive,  and 
more  than  repay  the  expense  of  the  application.  This  bears 
out  results  previously  obtained  ( C.  $  D.,  October  2,  1897, 
page  555). 

A  Fruit  Transaction. 

At  Belfast  last  week  Messrs.  Pollex  &  Co.,  fruit  merchants, 
Liverpool,  sued  the  Ulster  Chemists  (Limited)  for  51.  12s.  6d. 
for  goods  obtained  in  connection  with  defendants'  Newry 
branch.  Defendants  admitted  the  debt,  but  counterclaimed 
for  breach  of  contract  in  a  sum  exceeding  plaintiffs'  claim. 
After  hearing  solicitors  for  both  parties,  the  Court  ordered 
defendants  to  lodge  the  amount  of  their  claim,  and  remitted 
the  action  for  hearing  to  the  County  Court  at  Newry. 

Killarney  Drugs. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Guardians  of  the  Killarney 
Union  an  admonition  from  the  Local  Government  Board  was 
read.  The  effect  of  the  communication  was  that  although 
the  Guardians  had  not  procured  their  medicines  and 
medical  appliances  in  accordance  with  the  regulations  the 
L.G.B.  would  this  time  allow  recoupment.  Messrs.  Lester  & 
Co.,  35  Bridge  Street,  Dublin,  secured  the  contract  for 
supplying  medicines  and  drugs  to  the  workhouse  and  dis- 
pensaries until  March  31,  1901. 

A  Hearty  Send-off. 

On  Monday,  February  5,  Mr.  W.  P.  Robinson,  a  brother  of 
Mr.  Robinson,  of  Hayes,  Conyngham  &  Robinson  (Limited), 


Dublin,  was  entertained  to  dinner  by  the  staff  on  the 
occasion  of  his  leaving  for  South  Africa  as  a  member  of  the 
2nd  Company  of  the  Imperial  Yeomanry.  The  function  was 
exceedingly  patriotic  and  hearty,  and  in  the  course  of  the 
evening  Mr.  Robinson  was  presented  with  a  watch  by  the 
members  of  the  Albion  C.C.  We  understand  that  three 
members  of  the  firm  of  Hayes,  Conyngham  &  Robinson 
volunteered  for  active  service. 

Bottle-dispute. 

In  the  Queen's  Bench  Division,  Dublin,  an  action  has 
been  brought  by  the  Belfast  Bottle  Exchange  against  the 
Newry  Mineral-water  Company  for  the  recovery  of 
46/.  16s.  KM,  alleged  to  be  due  for  bottles  passed  by 
defendants  through  plaintiffs'  clearing-house.  Defendants 
admitted  their  liability  to  the  extent  of  18/.  18s.  only,  and 
moved  to  remit  the  case  for  trial  to  the  Newry  Petty 
Sessions  next  March,  as  there  was  an  important  trade- 
question  to  be  tried.  The  Court  remitted  the  action  to  the 
Newry  Sessions. 

Personal. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Robinson,  M.P.S.I.,  Chairman  of  the  Urban 
District  Council,  is  the  President  of  the  newly-formed 
Kingstown  Football  Club. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Ashe,  M.P.S.I.,  has  been  appointed  assistant  and 
demonstrator  to  Professor  Scott  (professor  of  histology)  at 
the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  Ireland. 

Mr.  J.  Acheson,  chemist  and  druggist,  Market  Street, 
Portadown,  has  been  elected  Vice-Chairman  of  the  local 
District  Council. 

Mr.  A.  C.  Scott,  registered  druggist,  Main  Street.  Port- 
rush,  has  been  unanimously  elected  Vice-Chairman  of  the 
Portrush  Urban  District  Council  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Mr.  S.  P.  Boyd,  M.A.,  registered  druggist,  of  the  firm  of 
Messrs.  Boileau  &  Boyd  (Limited),  chemists  and  druggists, 
Mary  Street,  Dublin,  has  been  elected  a  member  of  the 
Executive  Council  of  the  City  of  Dublin  Unionist  Registra- 
tion Association.  Sir  Henry  Cochrane,  managing  director 
of  Messrs.  Thacker  &  Hoffe,  chemists  and  druggists,  Dublin, 
has  been  elected  Vice-President  of  the  same  organisation. 

The  Belfast  Analyst. 

The  appointment  of  a  City  Analyst  in  room  of  the  late 
Dr.  Hodges  was  discussed  at  a  special  meeting  of  the  Belfast 
Corporation  on  January  30.  It  arose  on  a  report  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee,  from  which  the  following  is  an 
extract : — 

Since  the  death  of  Professor  Hodges,  M.D.,  P.I.C.,  City 
Analyst,  your  committee  have  made  inquiries  as  to  the  terms  on 
which  public  analysts  hold  their  appointments  in  other  centres, 
and  we  recommend  that  the  chemist  to  be  appointed  should  be 
required  to  make  all  analyses  for  the  Corporation,  including  those 
of  water,  and  that  his  remuneration  should  be  fixed  at  200?.  per 
.annum,  to  cover  his  attendance  in  court  and  at  all  meetings  of 
the  Public  Health  Committee  when  required,  and  that  he  should 
have,  in  addition,  an  annual  allowance  of  50/.  for  materials;  that  the 
fee  for  each  sample  analysed  (exclusive  of  water)  for  other 
Boards  or  the  public  should  be  fixed  at  5s.,  the  fee  to  include 
certificate,  but  such  certificate  not  to  be  published  ;  that  the  fee 
for  attendance  in  court  when  required  in  connection  with  prosecu- 
tions other  than  those  in  which  the  Corporation  are  directly 
interested  should  be  fixed  at  1/.  Is.  We  also  recommend  that  the 
Council  advertise  for  applications  for  the  appointment,  and  the 
same  be  made  by  the  Council  in  committee. 

The  report  was  unanimously  adopted,  and  the  appointment 
will  be  made  in  due  course. 


Testing  Sxake-i>oison. — Dr.  Elliott,  medical  officer  in 
charge  of  Coonoor,  Nilgiri  Hills,  has  been  engaged  in  some 
very  interesting  experiments  in  testing  supposed  cures  for 
snake-bite.  After  repeated  trials  with  cobras,  he  has  lately 
taken  up  Russell's  viper  as  a  subject  for  experiment.  These 
deadly  snakes  do  not  seem  very  susceptible  to  chloroform, 
as  more  than  once  a  specimen  has  regained  consciousness 
while  under  the  doctor's  hands.  The  latest  instance  proved 
very  nearly  fatal,  for  the  snake  managed  to  bite  Dr.  Elliott 
in  the  thumb.  Luckily,  a  brother  doctor  was  with  him,  and 
a  timely  excision  of  the  flesh  round  the  bite  luckily  proved 
of  avail. 
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tfrencb  Iflews. 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


The  Denaturisation  of  Alcohol  was  one  of  the 
s-ubjects  discussed  by  the  French  Parliament  on  Friday, 
February  2.  It  was  stated  that  there  were  other  and  cheaper 
means  of  denaturisation  than  those  admitted  by  the  Govern- 
ment chemists.  M.  Villejean  remarked  that  the  matter  was 
not  so  simple  as  some  of  the  members  supposed.  In  mixing 
methylene  with  the  spirit  they  prevented  its  "regeneration" 
which  had  already  been  attempted.  The  object  was  to 
prevent  fraud ;  that  was  all  the  official  chemists  had 
attempted.  Baron  des  Rotours  expressed  his  surprise  that  a 
a  larger  admixture  of  methylene  was  exacted  in  France  than 
in  Germany.  M.  Villejean  explained  that  it  was  necessary 
that  the  official  chemists  should  be  in  a  position  to  detect 
adulteration,  and  it  was  for  that  reason  the  admixture  of  10 
per  cent,  of  methylene  had  been  maintained. 

Tea  Prescribed  Medicinally. — An  interesting  example 
of  the  habit  that  still  lingers  in  France  of  prescribing  tea 
medicinally  was  shown  by  a  recent  order  issued  by  the 
French  War  Office.  In  1895  permission  was  given  to  allow 
soldiers  the  use  of  tea,  "  in  case  the  drinking-water  available 
should  be  considered  of  doubtful  quality  and  also  in  the 
event  of  an  outbreak  of  influenza."  Since  then,  however, 
any  slight  epidemic  has  been  made  a  pretext  for  tea- 
drinking,  and  to  such  an  extent  that  it  was  found  to  entail 
an  annual  cost  of  several  thousand  francs  for  one  regiment 
only.  The  Minister  of  War  has  therefore  decided  that  "  no 
permit  shall  be  given  by  the  generals  in  command  of  the 
troops  for  tea-allowances  of  more  than  fifteen  days.  Should 
special  circumstances  necessitate  a  continuation  of  the 
allowance,  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  regiment  must  obtain 
a  report  from  the  medical  service  director,  showing  just 
cause,  and  transmit  the  same  to  the  War  Office." 

The  First  Pasteur  Hospital  will  be  opened  to  receive 
patients  next  April  at  213  Hue  de  Vaugirard,  Paris,  in  close 
proximity  to  the  Institute  of  Biological  Chemistry,  which 
will  also  be  inaugurated  shortly.  The  ground  for  the 
erection  of  this  hospital  was  the  anonymous  gift  of  a  lady 
to  Pasteur  just  before  his  death,  and  the  hospital  is  meant 
for  cases  of  diphtheria,  although  all  affections  which  are 
treated  by  serums  will  be  received.  Behind  the  hospital  is 
an  isolated  building  entirely  reserved  for  consultations. 
Immediately  upon  crossing  the  principal  entrance  the 
patients  are  shut  in  a  small  separate  room  ;  thence  they  are 
taken  to  the  consulting-room  one  at  a  time.  Accommodation 
is  provided  for  100  to  120  patients.  There  are  two  different 
kinds  of  rooms — those  reserved  for  new-comers,  and  con- 
taining only  one  bed,  and  the  convalescent-rooms  containing 
twelve  beds.  They  are  furnished  and  arranged  in  what  for 
France  is  considered  a  remarkably  complete  manner — that 
is  to  say,  exactly  as  modern  English  hospitals  are.  The 
director  of  the  Pasteur  Hospital  is  Dr.  Roux,  the  head 
doctor  being  Dr.  Martin,  assisted  by  two  house-surgeons 
(one  for  each  pavilion),  these  latter  living  on  the  premises. 

A  Sequel  to  Pharmaceutical-advertising. — I  referred 
a  few  weeks  ago  (C.  of  I).,  December  16,  1899)  to  a  poster 
of  a  patent-medicine  manufacturer  that  was  being  placarded 
on  the  walls  of  Paris,  representing  in  caricature-form  Presi- 
dent Kruger  offering  pastiles  to  Queen  Victoria  for  the 
relief  of  a  cough.  These  posters  showed  a  tendency  to  disap- 
pear with  a  regularity  that  was  surprising  until  an  explana- 
1  ion  of  the  circumstance  was  given  the  other  day  in  one  of 
the  Paris  Police  Courts.  It  transpired  that  the  parties  who 
were  responsible  for  the  effacement  of  the  caricature  were  the 
police.  Apparently  the  authorities  were  anxious  to  avoid  a 
repetition  of  the  unpleasantness  which  arose  through  a 
previous  offensive  cartoon  of  her  Majesty,  for  which  the 
artist  responsible  has  been  prosecuted,  but  acquitted  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  not  "  indecent  "  within  the  meaning  of  the 
law.  Consequently,  a  police-sergeant,  aided  by  a  constable, 
was  commissioned  to  go  round  during  the  night  and  efface 
the  "  cough-drop  "  posters  from  the  walls  of  the  city.  The 
manufacturer  stationed  men  at  various  points  to  catch  the 
offenders,  which  they  did.  The  position  was  embarrassing 
when  their  identity  was  proved,  but  they  were,  nevertheless, 
taken  before  a  magistrate,  who  declined  to  grant  a  summons. 


Colonial  ano  foreign  IRewa. 


German  Manufacturers  of  glass  and  optical  goods 
have  raised  their  prices. 

One  op  the  Oldest  Drug  Firms  in  Germany,  Messrs. 
Bruckner,  Lampe  &.  Co.,  which  was  founded  in  1750  in 
Leipzig,  and  which  has  had  its  head-quarters  in  Berlin  since 
1883,  celebrated  its  150th  anniversary  on  January  7. 

Greek  Pharmacopceia. — Dr  A.  Damberghis,  Professor 
of  Pharmaceutical  Chemistry  at  the  Athens  University,  has 
compiled  a  Pharmacopceia  which  has,  by  a  recent  decree  of 
the  Minister  of  the  Interior,  been  recognised  as  the  official 
Greek  Pharmacopceia. 

No  Assets.— It  is  reported  that  Mr.  H.  H.  Warner,  of  New 
York,  who  was  formerly  head  of  the  Warner  Safe  Cure 
Company,  of  Rochester,  N.Y.,  has  filed  a  petition  in  bank- 
ruptcy. The  liabilities  are  stated  at  ^2,319,027,  and  no 
assets.  There  are  thirty-three  judgments  against  him,  and 
the  debts  are  for  notes,  borrowed  money,  and  services. 

The  Swedish  Pension  Scheme.— The  Pharmaceutical 
reform  in  Sweden  (see  C.  #  D.,  December  30, 1899,  page  1048) 
is  not  quite  such  a  model  as  was  supposed.  For  those 
owning  a  business  there  will  be  little  loss,  but  two-thirds  of 
the  assistants  are  under  30  years  of  age  and  a  good 
business  will  only  be  conceded  at  50.  When  40  years  of  age 
a  business  with  about  2,000  to  3,000  crowns  returns  is  given. 
The  pension  fund  is  fixed  at  700,000  crowns,  and  after  55 
years  of  age  has  been  attained  a  pension  of  300  crowns  will 
be  awarded. 

State  Pharmacy. — For  some  time  past  the  Socialists  of 
Basle,  Switzerland,  have  been  endeavouring  to  make  the 
pharmacies  State  property.  Lately  it  was  proposed  in  the 
Grand  Council,  to  abolish  the  law  concerning  the  tariff,  and 
to  prohibit  the  owning  of  more  than  one  pharmacy.  These 
proposals  were  supported  by  the  General  Consummation 
Union,  representing  some  17,000  families,  which  wished,  by 
adding  a  branch  pharmacy,  to  carry  on  business  on  the 
American  or  Belgian  system.  The  motion  was  rejected  by 
54  to  23  votes. 

Philadelphia  Drug  Exchange. — At  the  annual  banquet 
held  recently  in  Philadelphia,  Mr.  Walter  V.  Smith,  the  new 
President,  who  was  absent  owing  to  illness,  sent  a  brief 
address  in  which  he  spoke  of  the  value  of  the  Exchange  in 
promoting  friendly  feeling  among  the  members  of  the  trade 
and  in  destroying  rivahies.  Dr.  W.  P.  Wilson  brought  out 
the  fact  that  the  exports  of  the  drug-trade  had  increased 
more  than  100  per  cent,  in  the  past  ten  years.  Mr.  W. 
Gulager,  one  of  the  organisers  of  the  Exchange,  spoke  of  the 
asperities  and  rivalries  which  dominated  the  trade  every- 
where forty  years  ago,  and  how  fraternal  feeling  had  grown 
under  the  influence  of  the  Exchange. 

Prizes  Offeked  for  Ideas.  —  The  Smith,  Kline  & 
French  Company  of  Philadelphia  have  adopted  a  system  to 
secure  more  interest  being  taken  in  the  conducting  of  the 
affairs  of  this  house  than  has  been  the  case  heretofore,  and 
prizes  from  #1  to  $20  have  been  offered.  A  committee  of 
three  of  the  employes,  one  from  the  laboratory,  one  from  the 
store,  and  one  appointed  by  the  corporation,  was  convened  on 
December  21  to  judge  the  suggestions  made  by  the  em- 
plo}  es,  and  many  points  were  given.  It  is  believed  that 
this  scheme  will  bring  good  results,  as  each  of  the  employes 
will  have  his  eyes  open  and  wits  about  him  ready  to  tender 
a  good  suggestion  wherever  it  is  thought  it  will  be  of  benefit 
to  the  house. 

Unregistered  Pharmacy. — In  Washington  a  report  has 
been  issued  which  states  that  in  the  District  of  Columbia  the 
total  number  of  drug-stores  is  192.  There  are  206  proprietors, 
thirty-one  of  whom  a:  e  not  registered  pharmacists.  There 
are  seven  drug-ston  ^  \\  hich  have  no  registered  person 
(proprietor  or  clerk)  in  them.  There  are  employed  152 
regular  clerks,  thirty-nine  of  whom  are  not  registered  phar- 
macists, and  there  are  in  addition  fifty-seven  relief  clerks,, 
all  registered  but  one.  Notices  have  been  served  upon  the 
unregistered  proprietors  that  they  must  comply  with  the  law 
or  suffer  the  consequences.  It  was  found  that  all  but  ten  of 
the  drug-stores  keep  the  required  poisons-register,  but  only 
about  one-fourth  of  them  keep  these  registers  in  full,  most 
omitting  one  or  more  of  the  required  particulars. 
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Melbourne,  December  29,  1899. 

RECIPROCITY  seems  to  bo  the  question  of  the  hour,  but 
it  is  not  burning  hard,  the  fact  being  that  most,  chemists 
are  so  well  satisfied  with  their  surroundings  that  it  is  only 
when  compelled  to  seek  a  different  climate  that  they  get 
restive  under  the  present  conditions  which  confine  them  to  a 
particular  colony.  The  latest  point  is  that  closer  legal 
examination  of  the  different  Pharmacy  Acts  seems  to  show  that 
although  the  Legislatures  intended  to  provide  for  the  mutual 
recognition  of  certificates  between  the  different  colonies,  they 
have  failed  to  carry  out  their  intention.  The  highest  legal 
authority  in  Queensland,  the  Attorney-General,  states  that 
the  certificate  granted  under  the  Queensland  Act,  if  it  were 
received  from  any  other  colony,  would  not  be  accepted  as  a 
certificate  of  competency,  and  that  the  certificate  of  regis- 
tration is  not  to  be  considered  a  certificate  or  diploma  of 
competency.  If  this  proves  to  be  the  correct  interpretation, 
nothing  but  fresh  legislation  can  make  reciprocity  possible. 
Curiously  enough,  the  British  certificate  seems  to  be  in  much 
the  same  category,  for  the  writer's  certificate  reads:  "We, 
the  undersigned  examiners,  having  examined  A. B.C.,  do 
her.  by  certify  that  he  is  duly  qualified  to  be  registered  as  a 
chemist  and  druggist  under  the  provisions  of  the  31  and  32 
Victoria,  cap.  121."  The  British  Pharmacy  Act  of  1868  says  : 
•'Every  person  who  shall  have  been  examined  by  such 
examiners,  and  shall  have  obtained  from  them  a  certificate 
of  skill,  knowledge,  and  qualification,  shall  be  entitled  to  be 
registered  as  a  chemist  and  druggist  under  this  Act."  The 
form  of  the  certificate  is  not  prescribed  in  the  British  Act, 
and  the  actual  wording  of  the  certificate  certainly  does  not 
correspond  with  the  phrasing  of  the  Act  itself,  or  with  the 
marginal  note,  which  is,  "  Certificate  of  competent  skill,  &c." 
On  the  other  hand,  many  hold  that  no  Parliament  would 
have  allowed  men  to  practise  pharmacy  who  were  not  con- 
sidered competent  and  qualified,  and  therefore  that  the  cer- 
tificate of  registration  which  entitles  them  to  carry  on  their 
business  is  practically  a  certificate  of  competency.  These 
legal  points  will  have  to  be  fixed  up  before  further  steps  are 
taken. 

Early  Closing 
has  been  agitating  the  minds  of  the  chemists  in  New  South 
Wales.  The  Bill  has  not  actually  passed,  as  amendments 
made  in  the  Upper  House  have  still  to  be  considered  by  the 
Legislative  Assembly,  but  asit  standschemists'  shops  will  have 
to  close  at  9  P.M.  on  five  days,  and  at  11  p.m.  on  one  day  of 
each  week,  providing  that  no  chemist  shall  be  liable  to  a 
fine  if  he  attends  to  sales  of  drugs  for  medicinal  purposes, 
or  surgical  instruments,  or  patent  or  proprietary  medicines 
after  hours.  Sunday  business  is  left  entirely  in  the  hands  of 
the  chemists.  Chemists'  assistants  are  to  receive  a  half- 
holiday  per  week  from  1  p.m.  In  other  respects  they  come 
under  the  same  conditions  as  their  employers.  Wherever  a 
chemist  carries  on  other  business  besides  a  chemist  business 
that  part  of  the  shop  must  be  closed  for  that  respective  trade 
at  the  hours  stipulated  in  the  Bill.  Private  and  public  dis- 
pensaries, as  well  as  open  shops,  come  under  the  provisions. 

Illegal  Use  of  Title  in  a  Coupon-directory. 
The  Queensland  Pharmacy  Board  isengaged  in  a  prosecution 
in  which  the  defendant  calls  himself  a  dentist,  and  employs 
a  registered  pharmacist  residing  some  twenty  miles  away  as 
the  manager  of  a  shop  that  cannot  be  distinguished  in  any 
way  from  a  pharmacist's.  The  law  allows  a  pharmacy  to  be 
owned  by  an  unregistered  man,  if  it  is  carried  on  by  a 
registered  chemist.  However,  in  a  directory  in  a  coupon- 
book  issued  by  a.  coupon  company  the  defendant's  name 
appears  under  the  heading  of  "  chemists  and  druggists." 
Further,  when  making  application  for  a  vote  under  the 
Electoral  Acts,  the  defendant  signed  an  application  in  which 
his  business  was  described  as  that  of  a  chemist.  The  case 
was  adjourned  to  allow  of  the  production  of  evidence  as  to 
whether  the  defendant  authorised  his  name  to  be  placed  in 
the  coupon-book  under  the  heading  of  chemist  and  druggist, 

Mr.  William  J.  Main, 
President  of  the  South  Australian  Pharmacy  Board,  died 
suddenly  during  the  month.   He  had  been  ill  for  some  weeks 
with  the  symptoms  of  abscess  of  the  liver,  but  was  apparently 


recovering,  when  he  died  in  a  short  time  from  embolism 
He  was  first  Secretary  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
South  Australia,  in  the  formation  of  which  he  took  a  large 
part.  He  remained  Secretary  during  the  first  formative 
years,  and  then  became  a  member  of  the  Council,  and  after- 
wards President.  On  the  death  of  the  first  President  of  the 
Pharmacy  Board  Mr.  Main  was  elected  to  the  position,  and 
was  also  re-elected  once  or  twice.  He  was  the  proprietor  of 
one  of  the  leading  businesses  in  Adelaide,  founded  by  his 

|  father.    He  is  succeeded  in  the  Presidency  of  the  Pharmacy 

j  Board  by  Mr.  John  White, 

The  Second  Australian  Contingent 
for  service  in  South  Africa  is  being  prepared  amidst  as  much 
enthusiasm  as  the  first,  Messrs.  Felton,  Grimwade  &  Co.,  the 
leading  wholesale  druggists  of  Victoria,  who  provided  the 
previous  contingent  with  all  medical  stores,  surgical  dressings, 
&c,  to  the  value  of  50/.,  have  again  offered  to  supply  these 
requisites  without  charge. 

The  Cuticura  Soap  Title 
has  been  under  discussion  in  both  Victoria  and  New  South 
Wales.    Quantities  of  soap  called  "  Cut  "  and  "  Cure,"'  were 
apparently  being  imported  by  an  Italian  firm,  put  up  in 
tablets  the  same  size  and  shape,  three  in  a  packet,  each 
tablet  bearing  the  words  "Cut  and  Cure,  Medicinal  and 
Toilet  Soap,"  the  inside  pink,  and  held  together  with  an 
|  orange  label ;  in  fact,  the  whole  get-up  strongly  resembled 
,  Cuticura  soap.    Several  retailers  who  have  been  selling  the 
j  soap  have  given  undertakings  not  to  distribute  any  more. 
The  law  in  this  matter  is  much  the  same  in  Australia  as  in 
Britain.    Though  retailers  may  not  know  one  article  to  be 
an  infringement  of  another,  and  may  be  innocent  of  any 
intention  to  deceive,  they  are  nevertheless  liable  to  penalties 

The  Australasian  Association  for  the  Advancement 
of  Science 

met  in  Melbourne  in  January.  Four  years  ago  in  Brisbane, 
the  Secretary  of  Section  B  (Chemistry)  was  Mr.  G.  Watkins, 
one  of  the  leading  pharmacists.  Through  his  influence 
largely,  a  fair  number  of  pharmacists  interested  themselves 
in  the  Association,  and  it  was  even  agreed  by  the  General 
Council  that  the  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
the  colony  where  the  Association  was  meeting  should  be  one 
of  the  Vice-Presidents  of  the  Section.  At  the  meeting  in 
Sydney  two  years  later,  this  recommendation  was  carried 
out,  but  now  in  Victoria  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  has 
looked  upon  the  movement  very  coldly,  and  has  done  nothing 
except  the  issue  of  a  formal  circular  or  invitation  to  arouse 
!  the  interest  of  pharmacists.  A  good  opportunity  has  been 
lost. 

I 

East  3nfcian  Ittews. 


Captain  J.  Entrtoan,  M.D.,  I.M.S.,  Madras,  has  been  ap- 
pointed aprobationerin  the  Chemical  Examiner's  Department, 
Bengal,  and  is  attached  to  the  Calcutta  Laboratory. 

Opium-licences  in  Ceylon. — The  licences  for  the  retail 
sale  of  opium  during  1900  at  four  places  within  the  Galle 
Municipality  and  at  Ambalangoda  have  been  purchased  by 
a  Chetty  for  6.200r.  The  figure  realised  is  below  that  of 
last  year. 

Crop-prospects  in  Tinnevelly. — Want  of  rain,  want 
of  water — is  the  cry  everywhere  in  the  Tinnevelly  district. 
If  another  week  should  pass  away  without  bringing  one  or 
two  good  showers,  then  woe  to  the  people  (says  a  corre- 
spondent of  the  Madras  Times).  There  would  be  another 
failure  of  crops. 

India's  Trade  with  Thibet. — Last  year's  report  of  the 
Commissioner  at  Yatung,  the  town  opened  to  Indian  trade 
with  Thibet,  shows  the  growth  of  trade  at  the  place  for  the 
four  years  during  which  the  town  has  been  opened,  and  states 
t  hat  the  total  trade  of  imports  and  exports  has  increased  from 
101  lakhs  of  rupees'  worth  in  1894  to  15|  lakhs  last  year  (1  lakh 
=  9,3757.).  The  carrying-business  is  already  an  important 
one,  some  3,000  mules  being  employed  in  the  carrying-trade 
to  India  across  the  frontier.  Cotton  and  woollen  goods, 
copper,  chinaware,  coral,  indigo,  matches,  silk,  and  tobacco 
are  the  chief  imports;  while  musk  and  wool  absorb  more 
than  two-thirds  of  the  exports. 
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Mar  motes. 


To  Pharmaceutical  Refugees  in*  the  Cape. 
If  any  subscribers  to  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  who 
are  now  in  Cape  Town,  and  whose  supply  of  the  journal  has 
been  cut  off  owing  to  the  war,  would  send  a  note,  with  their 
names  and  addresses,  to  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  P.O. 
Box  285,  Cape  Town,  they  may  receive  the  back  numbers, 
some  of  which  (chiefly  from  the  Orange  Free  State)  have 
been  placed  in  charge  of  our  Cape  Town  representative.  As 
to  future  issues  they  should  write  to  42  Cannon  Street, 
London,  E.C.  Those  who  are  receiving  the  < '.  $  D.  regularly 
will  oblige  by  informing  their  pharmaceutical  friends  of 
this  notice. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Hogarth,  chemist  and  druggist,  late  of  Hexham, 
has  volunteered  for  active  service  with  the  Hexham  company 
of  the  1st  V.B.  Northumberland  Fusiliers.  Mr.  Hogarth 
qualified  in  January. 

Classifying  the  Wounded.  The  classification  used  by 
the  War  Office  in  the  casualty  lists  recognises  three  classes 
of  wounds,  "  dangerous,"  "  severe,"  and  "  slight."  If  a  man 
is  dangerously  wounded  and  likely  to  "die,  the  words 
"probably  mortal"  are  used  as  well.  The  officers  of  the 
R.A.M.C.  do  the  classifying  at  the  field  hospitals. 

The  North  Borneo  Expedition  furnishes  us  with  a  war 
note  this  week.  There  our  force  against  Mat  Selleh  was 
successful  in  its  object.  Of  three  casualties  on  our  side,  one 
happened  to  Dr.  H.  F.  Conyngham,  of  the  Indian  Medical 
Staff.  Dr.  Conyngham  is  a  son  of  Mr  Henry  Conyngham, 
pharmaceutical  chemist,  Dublin.  He  took  his  diploma  from 
the  Royal  Irish  Colleges  three  years  ago,  and  lias  quite 
recently  gone  out  to  the  East.  We  arc  glad  to  hear  that  his 
wound  is  slight. 

Field-glasses  for  the  Front.— The  Times  Cape  Town 
correspondent  sends  home  a  suggestion  that  some  of  the 
generosity  of  the  public  might  be  diverted  to  the  purchase 
of  a  large  number  of  field-glasses  for  distribution  among  the 
troops  in  South  Africa,  so  that  the  non-commissioned  officers 
at  least  may  be  supplied.  The  instrument  is  almost  as 
essential  as  the  rifle  itself  in  the  stalking  tactics  developed 
by  this  war.  This  is  a  suggestion  which  chemists  who  deal 
in  optical  goods  may  well  push  home. 

The  Queensland  Contingent.— Mr.  Field  E.  Smith, 
chemist  and  druggist,  of  the  Medical  Hall.  Adelaide  Street, 
Maryborough,  Queensland,  and  superintendent  of  the 
Ambulance  Transport  Brigade  there,  has  issued  for  the 
Deneht  of  his  customers  a  pictorial  sheet  giving  individual 
portraits  of  the  Queensland  contingent  which  sailed  re- 
cently xn  s  s.  Cornwall  for  South  Africa.  The  portraits  are 
well  printed,  and  the  sheet  forms  an  attractive  souvenir,  and 
Mr.  bmith  will  no  doubt  benefit  by  this  smart  admixture  of 
business  and  patriotism. 

A  Plucky  Young  Subaltern.— We  cut  the  following 
paragraph  from  a  morning  newspaper  :  — 

>(  4 -major  in  the  Army  Medical  Corps  writes  from  Frere  Camp  :- 
rJf?  l,hl«Kyn  .Young  subaltern  of  the  Inniskilling  Fusiliers- 
in  t  V  "r  ?'  1  beli?™-although  fearfully  wounded  early 

^ea^tleof.Colenso  refused  point-blank  to  be  carried  to  the 
rear,  and  remained  on  the  field  throughout  the  engagement." 

Lieutenant  Whiffen  is  the  eldest  son  of  Mr.  T.  J  WbifEen  the 
qumme-manufacturer.  The  wound  which  he  then  received 
was  rather  severe,  but  he  is  making  a  good  recovery. 

Ladysmith  is  hard  up  for  medicines,  according  to  a 
message  sent  from  there  at  the  end  of  last  week     A  cor 
respondent  of  the  Daily  News,  who  has  apparently  'no  liking 
,^'c'  ha?  Cill,led  ou'-  contemporary's  attention  to  the 
•matter  by  quoting  the  following  lines  from  the  messages 

Some  of  the  medicines  however,  are  exhausted, 
ine  health  of  the  garrison  is  slightly  better. 

Very  neat;  but  we  have  no  doubt  that  wholesale  houses  who 
fef  South  Africa  have  already  taken  teplto 
get  supplies  to  the  front.  1 


Death  of  a  Volunteer  Compounded.— We  hear  with 
regret  of  the  death  of  Compounder  Kecton,  R.A.M.C,  at 
Aldershot  Camp  on  January  31.  He  was  a  Minor  man,  and 
came  from  Retford,  but  had  until  lately  been  with  Messrs. 
Allen  &  Hanburys,  leaving  that  firm  to  volunteer  as  a  com- 
pounder with  the  Royal  Army  Medical  Corps  for  active 
service  with  the  Imperial  forces  in  S.  Africa.  His  fellow- 
compounders  formed  a  sad  little  procession  the  other  day, 
following  the  remains  of  their  late  colleague  to  the  railway 
station,  whence  the  body  was  to  be  carried  to  his  home  for 
interment.  His  volunteer  colleagues  also  sent  a  memorial 
wreath  to  be  placed  on  the  grave. 

The  Honourable  Artillery  Company's  Battery  left 
London  last  Saturday  morning  for  the  Cape,  in  the  midst  of 
a  blinding  snowstorm.  We  hope  the  warmth  of  their 
welcome  back  may  compensate  for  the  cold  send-off.  The 
battery  makes  the  last  contingent  of  the  C.I.V.,  and  included 
in  it  were  Mr.  L.  W.  Cohen  (Lynch  &  Co.),  Mr.  J.  Stuart 
Hills  (son  of  Mr.  Walter  Hills,  ex-President  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society),  Mr.  George  Lorimer  (son  of  Mr.  John 
Lorimer,  Britannia  Row,  N.),  and  Mr.  Alec.  A.  Wink  (son  of 
Mr.  John  Wink,  Ph.O,  morphine-manufacturer,  Devonshire 
Square,  E.).  These  four  gentlemen  were,  with  others  of  the 
battery,  admitted  to  the  freedom  of  the  City  of  London  on 
Friday,  February  2. 

A  Missing  Chemist. — The  sensational  story  that  three 
Englishmen,  named  Alexander  Glover,  C.  Robbins,  and  W. 
McLachlan,  were  shot  in  the  market-square  at  Harrismitb, 
Orange  Free  State,  for  refusing  to  fight  against  their  own 
countrymen,  has  a  special  interest  just  now  for  chemists  in 
the  Bedford  district,  as  a  Mr.  Alexander  Glover  (son  of  the 
late  schoolmaster  at  Pavenham)  was  in  business  as  a  chemist 
at  Springs,  near  Johannesburg.  He  has  not  been  heard  of 
since  the  war  started.  Mr.  Glover  was  articled  to  Mr. 
Clifford,  chemist,  of  Cauldwell  Street,  Bedford,  and  while 
in  his  employ  qualified  as  a  chemist  and  druggist.  There 
now  happily  appears  to  be  some  doubt  as  to  the  accuracy 
of  the  report  of  the  outrage,  and  we  trust  that  Mr.  dover 
will  soon  be  heard  of. 

A  Liverpool  -Send-off." — On  Saturday  evening,  Feb- 
ruary 3,  the  office  staff  of  Messrs.  Evans,  Sons  &  Co.,  whole- 
sale druggists  and  manufacturing  chemists,  Liverpool,  gave 
a  hot-pot  supper  and  smoking-concert  at  the  Stork  Hotel,  at 
which  Mr.  Ernest  Imrie  Jones,  one  of  the  staff  who  had 
volunteered  for  service  in  South  Africa,  was  presented  witli 
a  pair  of  Goez  binoculars.  Mr.  E.  N.  Evans  occupied 
the  chair,  and  there  were  also  present  Messrs.  J.  H.  Evans, 
J.  N.  Evans,  and  J.  K.  Evans.  In  the  course  of  his  remarks, 
the  Chairman  said  Mr.  Jones  was  giving  up  a  good  home, 
and  going  out  to  jeopardise  his  life  in  the  Queen's  cause  and 
that  of  his  country.  He  was  sure  they  all  admired  his 
loyalty  and  devotion,  and  hoped  that  he  would  show  great 
courage  and  come  back  with  glory  and  honour.  In  a 
campaign  like  this  there  would  be  many  lives  lost  and 
a  great  commotion  ;  but  he  had  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Jones 
would  do  credit  to  his  name  and  to  his  country.  He  hoped 
the  binoculars  would  prove  useful  to  him  in  spying  out  the 
enemy.  Mr.  Jones,  in  replying,  said  he  did  not  consider 
that  he  deserved  to  be  entertained  in  such  grand  style  simply 
because  he  had  taken  upon  himself  the  character  of  "  Tommy 
Atkins,"  and  he  thanked  all  very  heartily  for  the  good 
feeling  which  they  had  shown  towards  him,  and  for  the  very 
handsome  field-glass  which  he  had  no  doubt  would  prove 
very  valuable  to  him,  and  it  would  also  serve  to  remind 
him  of  the  friends  1:.:  was  leaving  behind.  Mr.  Jones  then 
gave  an  account  of  LLs  experiences  as  a  soldier,  and  at  the 
close  of  his  speech  all  joined  in  singing  "  He's  a  jolly  good 
fellow."  The  Chairman  then  suggested  that  "  for  their 
credit's  sake  "  the  hat  should  be  passed  round,  ami  a  collec- 
tion of  21.  2.s'.  was  made  in  aid  of  the  Imperial  Yeomanry 
Hospital.  The  contributions  were  handed  over  to  Mr.  W.  A. 
Jones,  the  manager  of  E.,  S.  &  Co.'s  Export  Department,  who 
is  the  hon.  treasurer  of  the  West  Kirby  Fund.  A  very 
enjoyable  programme  was  gone  through,  in  which  patriotic 
and  other  songs  were  contributed  by  Messrs.  Shacklady, 
Beckett,  Ferguson,  Rawland,  and  Holden  ;  also  concertina 
solos  by  Mr.  Rouse.  Mr.  Jones,  upon  leaving  the  hotel,  was 
escorted  by  about  seventy  of  his  colleagues  in  marching- 
order  to  the  Central  station,  all  lustily  joining  in  singing 
"  Soldiers  of  the  Queen." 
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Fraser — Thomson. — At  Paisley,  on  February  6,  by  the 
Rev.  Walter  Mursell  Thomas  Coats,  Memorial  Church, 
Alexander  Fraser,  chemist,  to  Ellen  Wilson,  youngest 
daughter  of  Mr.  Andrew  Thomson. 


H>eatb6. 


CRAVEN. — On  February  6,  at  96  Evering  Road,  Stoke 
Newington,  Mr.  David  Craven,  General  Manager  of  the 
London  Commercial  Salerooms.    Aged  69. 

Grainger-Stewart. — At  19  Charlotte  Square,  Edinburgh, 
on  February  3.  Sir  Thomas  Grainger-Stewart,  M.D.,  F.R.S., 
Professor  of  the  Practice  of  Physic  in  the  Edinburgh  Uni- 
versity. Sir  Thomas  was  born  and  educated  in  Edinburgh, 
and  took  his  medical  degree  at  the  University  in  1858.  He 
afterwards  studied  at  the  principal  .-ehools  on  the  Continent, 
and,  returning  to  Edinburgh,  became  one  of  the  resident 
physicians  in  the  Infirmary.  While  there  he  made  observa- 
tions on  kidney-complaints  which  laid  the  foundation  of  his 
treatise  on  Plight's  disease,  a  subject  in  which  he  was 
facile  princcps.  In  his  early  years  he  was  an  extra-mural 
lecturer  in  Edinburgh,  and  his  academic  training  and  wide 
knowledge  secured  him,  in  1876,  the  chair  of  the  Practice 
of  Physic  in  the  University,  which  ho  occupied  until  his 
death.  He  had  the  most  important  consulting  practice  in 
Scotland,  much  of  the  connection  of  the  late  Dr.  Warburton 
Begbe  having  fallen  to  him  ;  and  as  a  practitioner  and 
professor  he  had  exceptional  gifts,  and  was  beloved  by 
patients  and  students.  He  was  President  of  the  Roval 
College  of  Physicians  of  Edinburgh  from  1890  to  1892, 
a  Physician-in-Ordinary  to  the  Queen  for  Scotland,  and  Presi- 
dent of  the  British  Medical  Association  in  Edinburgh  in 
1898.  He  was  a  prolific  writer  on  medical  subjects,  and 
published  several  articles  (including  a  drama)  on  subjects 
connected  with  Mary  Queen  of  Scots.  A  knighthood  was 
conferred  upon  him  in  1894.  Sir  Thomas  was  one  of  the 
Men  of  Mark  whose  portraits  were  given  in  the  1898  Summer 
issue  of  Tin:  Chemist  and  Druggist. 

Jackson. — On  January  26,  at  Golden  Square,  Aberdeen 
Dr.  Henry  Jackson.  Aged  77.  Dr.  Jackson  was  apprenticed 
to  a  druggist  in  Union  Buildings,  Aberdeen.  On  completing 
his  apprenticeship,  he  spent  some  time  in  Liverpool,  but, 
returning  to  the  North  of  Scotland,  he  started  as  a  druggist  in 
bis  native  town,  Inverurie,  afterwards  acquiring  a  druggists 
business  in  Woolmanhill,  Aberdeen.  Soon  afterwards  be 
entered  as  a  student  of  medicine  at  Marischal  College  and 
University,  aud  graduated  as  M.D.  in  1850.  Still  keeping  on 
the  drug  business,  he  set  up  in  practice  as  a  medical  man 
in  Aberdeen,  and  soon  established  one  of  the  largest  general 
medical  practices  in  the  city. 

Keetox.  —  At  Aldershot  Camp,  on  January  31,  Com- 
pounder Kceton,  R  A.M.C.,  chemist  and  druggist  and 
volunteer  for  active  service  in  South  Africa.    Aged  24. 

Lambert. — On  January  29,  suddenly,  the  wife  of  Mr. 
T.  D.  Lambert,  chemist  and  druggist,  Askrigg. 

Mills. — At  Dublin  last  week,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Mills- 
M.A.,  Vicar  of  St.  Jude's,  Inchicore,  and  formerly  connected 
with  Messrs.  Hamilton.  Long  &  Co..  State  apothecaries, 
Dublin,  where  he  served  under  the  late  Dr.  Bewley,  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  Jirm  Mr.  Mills  never  wholly  relinquished 
bis  connection  with  pharmacy,  and  during  his  lifetime  he 
evinced  a  warm  interest  in  the  craft,  and  assisted  several 
young  pharmacists  in  Ireland  to  better  their  position  through 
bis  influence  in  public  circles. 

POWELL. — On  February  4,  at  4  Queen's  Square,  Leeds, 
Mr.  William  Powell,  of  the  Elms,  Pocklington.  chemist  and 
druggist,  and  head  of  the  linn  Goodall,  Backhouse  &  Co.  In 
his  65th  year.  Mr.  Powell  contracted  a  severe  cold  in  Christmas 
week,  and  pneumonia  and  pleurisy  supervened.  Last  week 
be  became  worse,  and  succumbed  on  Sunday  to  heart-failure. 
He  was  a  native  of  Market  Weighton,  and  when  a  lad 
entered  the  drapery  trade  in  Leeds,  but  left  that  to  take 
a  place  with  Mr.  Robert  Goodall,  druggist,  Wade  Lane, 


the  inventc  r  andproprietor  of  Yorkshire  Reli>h.  In  1858,  when 
the  firm  of  tioodall,  Backhouse  &  Co.  was  established  by 
Mr.  Goodall,  Mr.  Powell  was  taken  in  as  a  partner  along  with 
Mr.  Henry  Backhouse.    Mr.  Goodall  died  in  1870,  and  three 


years  later  the  surviving  partners  moved  from  Boar  Lane  into 
new  premises  in  White  Horse  Street.  Three  years  later  Mr. 
Backhouse  died,  leaving  Mr.  Powell  the  sole  proprietor  of  the 
business.  The  business  on  the  wholesale  druggists'  and 
sundries  side,  as  well  as  in  Yorkshire  Relish,  continued  to 
develop  with  great  strides  under  Mr.  Powell's  care,  and  the 
factories  and  warehouses  of  the  firm  in  Leeds  became 
amongst  the  largest  of  the  kind  in  the  world.  Mr.  Powell  was 
a  bachelor,  and  was  as  fond  of  sport,  a  good  horse  and 
a  fine  dog  as  he  was  of  maintaining  his  business  rights  in 
the  law-courts.  He  spent  quite  25.000/.  on  lawyers'  bills  in 
respect  to  Yorkshire  Relish  during  the  past  eight  years.  He 
was  a  Conservative.  During  recent  years  his  nephew,  Mr.  W. 
Powell  Bowman,  has  been  associated  with  him  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  business,  and  he,  with  Mr.  Frank  Boyce,  another 
nephew,  will  succeed  to  the  business.  The  funeral  of  Mr. 
Powell  took  place  at  Woodhouse  Cemetery  on  Wednesday. 

Ross. — Mr.  Frederick  Ross,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Duke 
Street,  W.,  head  of  the  firm  Leath  &  Ross,  the"  well-known 
homoeopathic  chemists,  died  last  week.  Aged  69.  Mr.  Ross 
served  his  apprenticeship  with  Mr.  Atkinson  Pickering,  of 
Hull,  and  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  be  came  to  London 
as  dispenser  to  a  medical  man.  About  this  time  he  became 
interested  in  homoeopathy,  and  commenced  a  course  of  study 
of  its  principles.  This  brought  him  into  contact  with  Mr. 
Leath,  who  was  at  that  time  a  publisher  of  homoeopathic 
books  (his  business  was  established  in  1835),  and  the  result 
of  this  association  was  the  commencement  of  the  business  of 
Messrs.  Leath  &  Ross  as  manufacturers  of  homoeopathic 
medicines.  The  partnership  lasted  for  many  years,  and 
at  Mr.  Leath's  death  the  business  passed  into  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Ross,  who  carried  it  on  up  to  the  present  time.  Of  the 
success  of  the  business  it  is  unnecessary  to  speak  here,  but 
the  fact  may  be  mentioned  that  Mr.  Ross  was  the  first  in 
this  country  to  conceive  the  idea  of  arranging  selections  of 
homoeopathic  medicines  in  suitable  showcases  for  retail 
chemists,  and  his  shop  was  the  training-ground  for  many  of 
those  now  engaged  in  the  homoeopathic  trade.  Mr.  Ross 
was  a  genial,  kindly  gentleman,  who  had  gone  through  a 
lot  of  bard  work  in  his  day.  During  the  past  ten  years  he 
bad  more  than  the  London  shopkeeper's  share  of  experience 
in  regard  to  the  uncertainty  of  tenure,  having  in  that  time 
had  three  removals  in  the  West-end,  and  one  in  the  City. 
These  worried  him  considerably,  but  he  kept  cheerful.  His 
wife  died  suddenly  a  few  months  ago,  and  they  leave  no 
family. 

YORATH. — At  Swansea  on  February  3,  Mr.  Christopher 
Yorath,  chemist  and  druggist.  Mr.  Yorath,  who  died  after 
a  very  short  illness,  wis  much  respected  by  his  townsmen. 
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COUNCIL  MEETING. 

FIVE  of  the  councillors  were  unable  to  be  at  the  meeting 
on  Wednesday  owing  to  indisposition.  The  death  of 
Dr.  Yatabe,  of  Tokio,  a  corresponding  member  of  the  Society, 
was  announced,  and  a  letter  of  condolence  ordered  to  be 
sent  to  the  family  of  the  late  Mr.  Daniel  Frazer.  The  seven 
councillors  to  retire  in  May  were  balloted  for,  the  names  of 
the  retiring  members  being  Messrs.  Bateson,  Cross,  Grose, 
Hills,  Storrar,  Symes,  and  Warren.  The  Registrar's  report 
shows  that  there  are  now  15,595  names  on  the  registers  of 
pharmaceutical  chemists  and  chemists  and  druggists — an  in- 
crease of  122  on  the  year.  A  short  discussion  took  place  as 
to  the  cause  of  the  failures  at  the  examinations.  The  new 
conditions  of  entrance  into  the  trade  would,  it  was  thought, 
ensure  a  better  general  education,  and  consequently  reduce 
the  proportion  of  failures.  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  inquired  if  there 
was  any  reason  why  the  Minor  examination  should  not  be 
divided,  and  an  interval  longer  than  at  present  existed  be  im- 
posed between  the  parts.  He  was  informed  that  some  years  ago 
the  Privy  Council  told  them  they  had  no  power  under  the 
present  Act  to  divide  the  examination.  The  cornpany- 
question  was  avoided,  the  Law  and  Parliamentary  Committee 
being  dumb,  and  the  President,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Glyn-Jones, 
said  he  had  no  information  to  give.  The  students  of  the 
School  of  Pharmacy  received  permission  to  hold  a  drill-class 
in  the  examination-hall  for  the  present  session  ;  they  are 
anxious,  it  appears,  to  make  themselves  proficient  in 
military-drill. 


The  Councillors  present  at  the  meeting  on  February  7 
were  Mr.  Martindale  (President),  Mr.  Newsholme  (Vice-  | 
President),  and  Messrs.  Allen,  Atkins,  Bateson,  Carteighe, 
Corder,  Glyn-Jones,  Grose,  Harrington,  Hills,  Park,  Savory,  j 
Symes,  Warren,  and  Young. 

The  meeting  began  at  11.20,  and  after  the  minutes  had 
been  signed  as  correct, 

The  President  read  excuses  for  absence  from  Messrs.  I 
Cross,  Southall,  Storrar,  Johnston,  and  Harrison. 

Thanks. 

Mr.  Richardson,  of  Leicester,  wrote  thanking  the  Council 
for  their  expression  of  sympathy  on  the  death  of  his  father. 

Sir  Thomas  Lauder  Brunton  thanked  the  Council  for 
their  congratulations  on  his  receiving  a  knighthood. 

Deaths. 

The  death  of  Dr.  Rgokishi  Yatabe,  of  Tokio,  was 
announced.  Dr.  Yatabe  was  a  well-known  pharmacologist, 
and  was  connected  with  the  Tokio  University.  He  was  a 
corresponding  member  of  the  Society.  Dr.  Yatabe  was 
drowned  whilst  swimming  near  Tokio. 

The  President  then  referred  to  the  death  of  Mr.  Daniel 
Frazer,  who  was  one  of  their  old  Colleagues  on  the  Council. 
He  was  an  active  member  of  the  Council  for  fifteen  years, 
and  passed  away  whilst  the  Council  was  sitting  in  January. 
Mr.  Frazer  took  a  great  interest  in  pharmacy,  and  as  a  com- 
mercial man  was  well  known  in  Glasgow  and  the  West  of 
Scotland.  His  genial  character  and  hospitality  were  experi- 
enced by  many  of  them  during  the  Glasgow  Conference. 
He  (the  President)  proposed  to  send  a  letter  of  condolence 
to  the  family. 

Retiring  Councillors. 

The  Secretary  then  read  the  clause  of  the  Amending 
Pharmacy  Act  (1898),  which  provides  that  whenever  the  1 
number  of  members  of  the  Council  who  have  been  longest  in  ! 
office  without  re-election  shall  exceed  seven  the  members  of 
the  Council  to  retire  shall  be  determined  by  lot. 

Fourteen  numbered  balls  were  then  placed  in  the  ballot- 


bag,  and  the  President,  after  shaking  them  up,  drew  out 
seven  numbers,  which  by  comparison  with  a  previously  pre- 
pared list  determined  who  were  to  retire.  The  names  of  the 
retiring  Councillors  were  found  to  be  Messrs.  Warren,  Hills, 
Grose,  Cross,  Storrar,  Symes,  and  Bateson. 

This  is  the  last  occasion  of  the  use  of  the  ballot  for  deter- 
mining the  retiring  Councillors ;  in  future  the  seven 
members  who  have  been  in  the  longest  will  retire  auto- 
matically. 

Elections  and  Restorations. 

A  number  of  members  and  student-associates  were  elected 
to  the  Society,  three  persons  were  restored  to  the  Society, 
and  one  name  was  replaced  on  the  register. 

Registrar's  Report. 
The  Registrar  then  submitted  his  annual  report,  of  which 
the  following  is  an  abstract : — 

Subscribers  to  the  Society. 


1898 

1899 

Bleuibers 

Associates  not  in  business  ... 
Student  associates  ... 

3,823 
1,017 
866 

j-  5,820 
884 

5,706 

6,704 

Examinations  in  1899. 

First. — Candidates  examined,  1,533  ;  passed,  723  ;  failed, 
807  (52  75  per  cent.). 

Major,  London. — Candidates  examined,  100  :  passed,  49 
failed,  51  (51  per  cent.). 

Major,  Edinburgh. — Candidates  examined,  3;  passed,  1; 
failed,  2  (66  66  per  cent.). 

Minor,  Loudon. — Candidates  examined.  1,331:  passed, 
377  ;  failed,  954  (71'67  per  cent.). 

Minor,  Edinburgh. — Candidates  examined,  485  ;  passed, 
175  ;  failed,  310  (63-91  per  cent.). 

The  Registers. 
Additions  during  the  year ;  number  of  persons  who  have 
parsed  the — 

Minor    552 

Major    50* 

Modified    1 

Restorations          ...       ...       ...       ...  15 

Added  under  the  Pharmacy  Act   1 


569 


Erasures  during  the  year:  — 


Deaths   

Erased   at   the   request   of  registered 
persons 

Erased  bv  Registrar  under  Sec.  10  of  the 
Pharmacy  Act,  1868   

282 
8 

157 

447 

Dec.  31, 1898 

Dec.  31, 1899 

Number  of  Pharmaceutical  chemists 

on  the  Register 
Chemists  and  druggists 

2,265 
13,208 

2,248 
13,347 

15,473 

15,595 

(Increase  of  122.) 

The  President  said  the  Society  was  about  a  thousand 
st  ronger  this  year,  and  the  register  showed  an  increase 
of  122.  The  percentages  of  failures  at  the  examinations  he 
was  sorry  to  say,  were  heavy. 

*  These  being  included  in  the  number  of  those  who  have  passed 
the  Minor,  do  not  increase  the  numbers  on  the  Register. 
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Ex  a  mi  n  a  tiox  Failures. 

Mr.  YOUNG  asked  whether  the  failures  in  the  Minor  were 
due  entirely  to  the  ignorance  of  the  students,  or  in  part  to 
the  over-zeal  of  the  examiners. 

The  President  said  he  had  been  at  the  examinations,  both 
in  London  and  Edinburgh,  and  could  say  there  was  no  un- 
fairness. 

Mr.  YOUNG  said  he  did  not  wish  to  impute  unfairness,  but 
he  could  not  help  noticing  that  the  high  proportion  of 
failures  was  contemporaneous  with  the  advent  of  professorial 
examiners. 

Mr.  CARTEIGHE  said  it  was  not  true  to  say  that  the  high  i 
proportion  of  failures  was  contemporaneous  with  the  pro- 
fessorial examiners  ;  there  was  a  complete  change  made  in 
the  examination  at  the  same  time.  The  present  large  pro- 
portion of  failures  was  due  in  a  measure  to  the  large 
number  who  wished  to  avoid  the  ten-guinea  fee  looming  in  I 
the  distance. 

Dr.  SYMES  thought  there  was  danger  of  a  professorial 
examiner  expecting  too  much  of  a  candidate  in  the  particular 
branch  in  which  he  was  most  proficient. 

Mr.  Carteighe  said  he  was  surprised  to  hear  Dr.  Symes 
say  that.  He  thought  he  had  long  ago  exploded  that  notion. 
His  experience  was  that  pharmaceutical  examiners  were 
much  more  exacting  than  professorial  examiners.  The 
latter  had  more  experience  in  the  teaching  of  the  young,  and 
knew  better  what  to  expect.  His  (Mr.  Carteighe's)  experi- 
ence was  worth  more  than  any  theory. 

The  President  said  many  of  the  failures  were  in  practical 
dispensing.  It  seemed  that  dispensing  was  not  taught  so 
well  now  that  so  many  ready-made  things  were  used  in  pre- 
scriptions. 

Mr.  Hills  said  he  could  corroborate  what  the  President 
and  Mr.  Carteighe  had  said.  He  was  one  of  those  who 
hoped  for  better  things  as  the  result  of  an  improved  pre- 
liminary test. 

Dr.  Symes  thought  it  was  well  to  have  an  authoritative 
statement  like  this,  as  there  was  a  tendency  to  think  the 
examination  too  exacting. 

Six  pharmaceutical  chemists  received  diplomas. 

Professor  Balfour,  Professor  Dobbin,  and  Mr.  Boa  were 
invited  to  conduct  the  examination  for  the  Pereira  Medal 
and  Council  prizes  in  April. 

Finance. 

The  report  of  the  Finance  Committee  was  then  read.  It 
showed  a  balance  on  the 

£    s.  a. 

General  Fund  account  ...    1,235  14  10 

Benevolent  Fund  „    194    3  5 

Orphan  Fund        „    274  19  3 

and  submitted  for  payment  the  sum  of  1,710/.  18s.,  which 
included  510/.  examiners'  fees,  551/.  for  the  Journal,  53/. 
salaries,  23/.  law-expenses,  81/.  rates,  the  balance  being  for 
"  sundries  and  current  accounts." 

The  President  moved  the  adoption  of  the  report,  and  said 
their  finances  were  in  a  sound  condition,  and  money  was 
beginning  to  come  in.  They  gave  the  subscribers  three 
months'  credit  before  they  pressed  them  for  their  sub- 
scriptions, and  had  no  doubt  they  would  be  able  to  tide  over 
the  period  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

Benevolent  Fund. 
Grants,  two  of  20/.,  one  of  13/.,  and  one  of  10/.,  were  made, 
one  application  was  deferred,  and  one  not  entertained.  The 
death  was  announced  of  Mrs.  Naftel,  who  was  elected  to  the 
fund  in  1877. 

Mr.  Atkins,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report,  said 
the  list  was  shorter  than  usual.  The  average  age  of  the 
persons  relieved  was  73,  and  they  were  mostly  persons  who 
had  subscribed  to  the  Fund  or  the  Society— a  somewhat 
unique  circumstance. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

The  Vice-President  here  left  to  fulfil  an  important  engage- 
ment at  Sheffield,  and  his  place  was  taken  by  Mr.  Atkins. 

Library  Committee. 

f  The  Library,  House,  and  Museum  Committee  s  report  was 
presented.    From  this  it  appears  that  the  attendance  at  the 


museum  for  the  wdiole  year  had  been  6,107,  and  at  the  library 
(London  and  Edinburgh),  4,117;  1,776  books  had  circulated 
during  the  year,  950  of  them  being  in  London.  An  estimate 
from  Messrs.  Howlett  for  70/.  for  some  new  oak  shelves  for 
the  library  was  approved.  A  new  40-foot  length  of  fire-hose 
was  recommended  to  be  bought  to  replace  the  old  one,  which 
was  past  repair.  The  report  was  adopted,  Mr.  Glyn-Jones 
dissenting,  as  he  wishes  such  reports  to  be  printed. 

Company-pharmacy. 

Mr.  Gly'N-Jones  asked  if  the  company-question  was  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  Council  and  entirely  with  the  Law  and 
Parliamentary  Committee  ?  He  noticed  there  was  no  report 
from  that  committee.  Perhaps,  with  the  knowledge  that 
the  Government  were  about  to  re-introduce  the  Companies 
Bill,  with  the  pharmacy  clause  still  in  it,  it  would  be  in  the 
power  of  the  President  to  make  some  statement  on  the 
question. 

The  President  said  the  Bill  was  not  yet  introduced,  and 
he  had  no  definite  information  on  that  head  to  give. 

Examinations. 

The  Board  of  Examiners  reported  on  the  January  examin 
ations.  The  report  showed  that  in  the  Major  there  were 
19  candidates  and  6  passed;  in  the  Minor,  314  candidates 
and  76  passed  (one  of  the  candidates  was  detected  in  the 
use  of  unfair  means,  and  was  accordingly  rejected).  For 
the  "First  "  examination  there  were  391  candidates,  and 
168  passed  ;  while  44  certificates  were  received  in  lieu  of 
this  examination. 

Dividing  the  Minor. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  said  when  they  were  discussing  the 
failures  in  the  examinations  he  did  not  join  in,  as  he  wished 
to  raise  the  question  on  the  report  of  the  examinations.  He 
would  like  to  know  whether  they  were  aware  that  many  of 
their  members  were  experiencing  a  dearth  of  qualified 
assistants,  due,  he  believed,  to  the  serious  percentage  of 
rejections.  The  division  of  the  Minor  examination  had  been 
suggested  as  a  remedy  for  this  state  of  affairs.  Looking  at 
it  from  a  student's  point  of  view,  he  thought  that  a  good  way 
of  relieving  the  present  pressure  on  the  candidates.  He 
would  like  to  know  whether  there  was  any  reason  svhy  the 
Minor  should  not  be  divided  so  long  #s  no  sort  of  qualifica- 
tion was  given  until  the  whole  examination  had  been  passed. 

The  President  said  it  would  need  an  alteration  of  the 
by-laws,  and  he  did  not  think  they  could  enter  into  the 
question  until  they  had  power  to  enforce  a  currioulum. 
The  Board  of  Examiners  had  considered  whether  they  could 
let  a  period  elapse  between  the  parts  of  the  examination,  but 
he  could  give  no  information  as  to  the  results  arrived  at. 

Mr.  Carteighe  agreed  with  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  that  such  an 
examination  as  the  Minor  ought  not  to  be  done  in  two  days, 
as  that  method  was  inimical  to  true  education ;  but  they 
had  been  told  that  they  could  not  impose  any  time  between 
the  parts  of  the  examination.  Whether  a  by-law  with  a 
provision  for  allowing  a  period  to  elapse  would  be  approved 
by  the  Privy  Council  now  he  did  not  know  ;  but  some  years 
ago  the  legal  advisers  of  the  Department  said  there  was  no 
authority  in  the  Act  to  divide  the  examination.  The  view 
the  Department  took  was  that  they  had  no  power  to  keep  a 
candidate  an  unreasonable  time  before  allowing  him  to  take 
the  whole  of  the  examination  ;  all  that  they  could  do  would 
be  to  give  men  the  option  of  taking  the  examination  to- 
gether or  at  intervals.  This  view  of  the  Privy  Council 
accounted  for  many  awkward  things  in  the  examination. 

Mr.  Gly'N-Jones  asked  if  they  thought  a  division  was 
wise  ;  the  time  had  not  come  when  they  could  approach  the 
Privy  Council  with  a  view  to  getting  some  alterations. 
Several  examples  of  the  hardship  of  the  present  system  had 
come  to  his  knowledge. 

Dr.  Symes  said  the  matter  had  been  before  the  Council 
before,  and  he  had  strongly  advocated  the  division  of  the 
Minor.  His  own  belief  was  that  they  could  do  it  under  the 
present  law.  As  the  matter  stood,  he  took  it  that  a  can- 
didate could  not  complete  his  examination  until  he  was  21, 
but  when  he  was  21  he  was  entitled  to  take  the  whole 
examination,  and  one  way  would  be  to  allow  candidates  to 
take  the  written  part  of  the  examination  at,  say,  20  years 
of  age,  and  the  rest  of  the  examination  when  of  age. 
I  Such  a  system  would  have  immense  advantages  ;  students 
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■would  have  a  stronger  incentive  to  study  than  they  had  now, 
Under  the  present  system  candidates  leave  their  preparation 
for  the  examination  till  the  last  year  or  two,  and  in  the 
interval  get  unaccustomed  to  study.  The  question  was  worth 
the  Council  considering  again,  and  he  might  remark  that 
they  already  divided  it  by  a  week,  and  he  could  not  see  why 
they  could  not  extend  that  interval  to,  say,  three  months. 

The  President  said  that  he  believed  in  the  1883  Phar- 
macy Bill  they  had  tried  to  get  power  for  dividing  the 
examination,  but  the  Bill  did  not  receive  the  support  of  the 
Government.  Personally,  he  was  in  favour  of  the  examina- 
tion being  divided.  At  present  it  was  a  great  strain  on  the 
candidate,  and  a  process  of  hard  pressure  to  get  the  mind 
filled  with  all  the  matter  required  for  the  different  subjects. 

Mr.  Young  said  he  had  an  impression  that  the  question 
could  only  be  discussed  in  conjunction  with  that  of  the 
enforced  curriculum,  but  as  the  curriculum  was  almost 
Utopian  he  thought  they  might  discuss  the  question  by 
itself.  He  had  an  impression  that  they  had  the  power  of 
dividing  the  examination. 

Mr.  Carteighe  said  he  had  fought  the  question  out 
before  single-handed.  There  would  have  been  no  battle  if 
the  Council  and  the  outside  members  agreed,  but  there  were 
vested  interests  in  teaching,  and  a  fear  that  the  Society 
wanted  to  enrich  itself  from  its  school.  As  far  as  his 
memory  served  him,  the  reply  the  Privy  Council  gave  them 
when  the  question  was  raise  was  that  under  the  1868  Act 
they  had  no  power  to  impose  a  curriculum,  or  place  periods 
of  time  between  the  parts.  The  only  thing  that  they  could 
do  would  be  to  call  the  attention.of  the  Privy  Council  to  it 
again,  as  their  present  advisers  might  not  take  the  same  view 
as  their  predecessors. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  asked  if  he  understood  that  the  Council 
had  the  power  to  refer  candidates  back  for  parts  of  the 
examination  1 

Mr.  Young  said  there  was  a  time  when  men  could  come 
up  and  take  only  those  subjects  in  which  they  had  failed. 

Mr.  Carteighe  said  those  were  the  days  when  the 
examination  was  voluntary,  but  after  1868  the  whole  con- 
dition of  things  was  altered. 

Mr.  Hills  said  if  a  man  failed  in  one  subject  he  had  to 
pass  the  whole  examination  again,  and  he  thought  that  an 
important  part  of  this  movement  was,  that  if  the  candidate 
passed  any  part  of  it  he  should  not  be  required  to  pass  that 
portion  again.  He  would  be  quite  willing  to  go  to  Parlia- 
ment and  say  they  wanted  a  better  course  of  education  to  be 
laid  down  and  power  given  to  divide  the  examination.  If 
they  could  not  get  power  to  divide  the  examination  by  an 
alteration  of  the  by-laws,  he  thought  it  would  be  wise  to 
try  and  get  it  in  association  with  a  better  system  of  edu- 
cation. 

The  President  said  the  Boards  of  Examiners  had  fre- 
quently discussed  the  question,  but  had  come  to  no  definite 
conclusion.  Piecemeal  examinations  were  not  suitable  for 
getting  well-trained  men.  Such  examinations  would  be 
bad  unless  they  had  a  course  of  training  imposed. 

Mr.  Hills  remarked  that  even  now  a  man  must  be  en- 
tirely ignorant  on  one  subject  to  fail,  because  if  he  were 
good  in  any  other  subjects  it  helped  him  in  the  weak  subject, 
but  if  he  showed  total  incompetence  in  any  one  subject  he 
was  bound  to  fail. 

The  President  said  when  he  passed  his  examination  it 
was  possible  to  take  subjects  seriatim,  but  it  was  found  a 
decided  disadvantage  and  an  unsatisfactory  mode  of  exa- 
mining. 

Letters. 

The  Privy  Council  sent  a  pamphlet  of  the  prices  and  con- 
ditions under  which  drugs  can  be  sold  in  Austria  in  1900. 

The  French  Ministry  of  Commerce  called  the  attention  of 
the  Council  to  the  Congress  of  Medicine  and  Pharmacy 
which  is  to  be  held  in  Paris  from  August  2  to  8.  The 
subscription  to  the  Congress  was  20f.  The  matter  was 
referred  to  a  committee  for  consideration. 

War. 

The  President  said  the  war  had  created  great  enthusiasm 
among  Volunteers,  and  students  were  wanting  to  become 
proficient  in  drill  and  shooting.  He  had  received  a  letter 
from  the  students  of  the  School  of  Pharmacy  asking  for  the 
use  of  the  examination-hall  for  the  purpose  of  a  drill-class. 


He  had  granted  them  the  provisional  use  of  the  hall,  and 
now  brought  the  matter  before  the  Council. 

Mr.  Glyn -Jones  hoped  that  the  young  gentlemen  were  not 
going  to  be  trained  as  dispensers  at  3s.  6d.  a  day,  and  Dr. 
Symes  remarked  that  they  ought  not  to  allow  shooting, 
(Laughter.) 

Permission  was  granted  for  the  present  session  on  condition 
that  gymnasium-shoes  were  worn. 
This  ended  the  public  business. 


"FIRST"  EXAMINATION. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  successful  candidates  at  the 
"  First "  examination  held  on  January  9,  supplied  to  us  by 
the  Registrar : — 


Adams,  Thomas  W.,  Ooleford 
Alexander,  W.  J.,  Aberdeen 
Allan,  David  Souter,  Aberdeen 
Anderson,  W.  P.,  Edinburgh 
Appleyard,  F.  W.,  Bradford 
Ashworfch,  Arthur,  Lancaster 
Austin,  John,  Burton-on-Treut 
Baillie,  J.  D.  M.,  Edinburgh 
Baird,  Douglas  G.,  Margate 
Barker,  Jesse,  Heanor 
Barlow,  Ernest  C,  Werneth 
Baxter,  William,  Lanark 
Beattie,  James,  Thornliill 
Blair,  William  King,  Girvan 
Bolton,  J.  H.  P.,  Southgate 
Bradbury,   John    H.,  Market 

Drayton 
Brown,  H.  I.  F.,  Cockermouth 
Brown,  Joseph  W.,  Galashiels 
Bullions,  John,  Glasgow 
Cargill,  Daisy,  Arbroath 
Carter,  Harold  L.,  Exinouth 
Carfcmell,  Edmund,  Lazonby 
Clark,  Herbert  Holmes,  Leeds 
Cleaver,  Gilbert  Duncan,  Poole 
Conway,  John,  Conway 
Cordwell,  W.  R.,  Harleston 
Coutts,  Charles  Aberdeen 
Craine,  T.  H.,  Douglas,  I.M. 
Creasey,  W.  R.,  Heckington 
Cross,  William  Henry,  Preston 
Dallman,  Arthur  A.,  Ashton- 

on-Ribble 
Dell,  George,  Northchurch 
Douglas,  Albert,  Egham 
Douglas,  Alexander,  Dunblane 
Dundas,  Harold  H.,  Arbroath 
Dunningham,  A.  G,  Colchester 
Elias,  Evan,  Femdale 
Emslie,  Francis  H.,  Aberdeen 
Esam,  Richard  M.,  Leicester 
Evans,  David  George,  Tenby 
Evans,  William  M.,  St.  Clears 
Farrow,  George  C,  Scarcroft 
Ferguson,  Peter,  Glasgow 
Fillingham,  Bryan,  Grantham 
FitzGerald,  S.W.,  Balsall  Heath 
Fletcher,  Thomas  W.,  Bootle 
Forbes,  Maggie  W.,  Burntisland 
Formby,  Joseph,  Southport 
Gaulter,  Charles  R.,  Blackpool 
Goulding,  George,  Lincoln 
Green,  William,  Westbury 
Grossmann,  E.  H.,  South  Ken- 
sington 

Hadden,  David  Rose,  Ballater 
Haines,  George  H.,  Wigan 
Harpham,  Frank,  Nottingham 
Harris,  Alfred  N.,  Burnham 
Hart,  Edward  J.,  Cambridge 
Hill,  Rowland,  Darlington 
Hill,  W.,  Ashton-in-Makerfield 
Hinrichs,  A.  C,  Greenock 
Huddart,  J.  K.,  Workington 
Huggins,  A.  F.,  Pontnewynydd 
Innes,  Robert,  Dundee 
Ismay,  A.,  Newcastle-on-Tyne 
James,  Cyrus  C,  Marlborough 
Jewitt,  W.  M.,  Stockton-on-Tees 
Johnson,  Harold  Green,  Derby 
Johnson,  H.,  Abergavenny 
Johnston,  James  A.,  Glasgow 


Johnston,  Thomas  H.,  Glasgow 
Joughin,  Herbert,  Manchester 
Liddell,  John,  Falkirk 
Livesley,  John  S.,  Hayfield 
Lloyd,  Thomas  J.,  Llwynypia 
Luke,  Frank  P.,  Kinross 
McGregor,  Robert,  Edinburgh 
McHardy,  Robert  S.,  Aberdeen 
MacLean,  Daniel,  Forres 
Marshall,  Alfred  W.,  Lincoln 
Marshall,  F.  W.  D.,  Rochdale 
Masters,  W.  A.,  Notting  Hill 
Mattliewmaii,A.E.,Birmingh.uu 
Matz,  Sol,  Manchester 
Mayne,  William  R.,  Thornliill 
Meek,  Herbert  O.,  Liverpool 
Mellars,  Frank  W.,  Lincoln 
Millar,  Alexander  H.,  Dundee 
Millar,  William,  Glasgow 
Milne,  John  M.,  East  Newport 
Morgan,  Percy  George,  Wem 
Morris,  Frank  W.,  Luton 
Murray,  Alexander,  Aberdeen 
Neale,  Archib.  H.  G,  Arundel 
Neale,  Walter  O.,  Arundel 
Oakes,  James  A.,  Weymouth 
Oddie,  Arthur  M.,  Faversham 
Ogle,  Jessie,  Sherborne 
Orchardson,  Jessie  C,  Paisley 
Owen,  Reginald  J.,  Rhyl 
Parkinson,  F.  C,  New  Lenton 
Pattinson,  S.  T.  T.,Gt. Yarmouth 
Pearce,  Oscar  W.,  Bradford-on- 
Avon 

Penney,  Arthur  H. ,  Tiverton 
Penrose,  John,  Plymouth 
Pigg,  T.  W  ,  Newcastle  on-Tyne 
Powell,  John  M  ,  Reading 
Powell,  Mary  P.,  Llanfihangel 
Pulpher,  Philip  J.,  Rushden 
Radford,  Claude  H,  Coventry 
Rae,  John,  Hawick 
Ramsden,  Reginald,  Pontei'ract 
Rawston,  Harold  O.,  Haslingden 
Reid,  Arthur,  G.,  Aberdeen 
Richardson,  Percy  G.,  Dudley 
Ritchie,  MaryR.,  Grangemouth 
Robb,  Robert  Walker,  Elgin 
Roberts,  John  F.,  Prestatyn 
Robertson,  W.  L.,  S.  Shields 
Robinson  Beatrice  M.,  Tipton 
Robson,  Alfred  A.,  Gateshead 
Robson,  D.  W.,  jun.,  Gateshead 
Rose,  D.  M.,  High  Wycombe 
Ross,  William  S.,  Montrose 
Rutter,  Ernest,  Red  Hill 
Sanderson,  Edwd.,  Manchester 
Savage,  Frederick  C  ,  Bradford 
Savage,  Harold,  Bradford 
Schofield,  Harry,  Grimsby 
Semple,  James  C,  Glasgow 
Shankster,  Harry,  Grimsby 
Shaw,  William,  Lanark 
Sherwin,  John  Arthur,  York 
Shield,  William,  Stanley 
Smith,  A.,  Stockton-on-Tees 
Smith,  John,  Aberdeen 
Snape,  Charles  E.  Wrexham 
Southwell,  V.,  Summerseat 
Stafliere,  F.  G.,  Dunfermline 
Stevenson,  John  jun.,  Cowden- 
beath 
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Sumner,  Albert  E..  Wilrnslow 
Surnpton,  William,  Hull 
Tavener,  Chas.  P.,  Chislehurst 
Taylor,  James  W.,  Milltimber 
Thomson,  Andrew,  Methil 
Timms,  E.  T.  W.,  Moreton-in- 
Marsh 

Todd,  Andrew,  Edinburgh 
Tomlin  son,  T.  McN.,  Poulton- 

le-F  ylde 
Tozer,  Walter  G.,  Boscombe 
Trollope,  Harry  E  ,  Lincoln 
Turner,  A.  N.,  Wotton-u.-Edge 
Tyreman,  Ernest  L.,  Whitby 
Walker,  George  Wright,  Banff 
Wall,  Arthur,  Liverpool 
Watt,  Alexander,  jnn.,  Hunllv 


Waterworth,  Harold,  Bradford 
Waton,  Wm.  M.,  Long  Eaton 
Watson,  Theodora,  Edinburgh 
Webster,  Ethel  W.,  Bangor 
Welch,  To;u  8.,  St.  Helens 
White,  Harold,  Luton 
Whitehead.  V.  A.  P.,  Oxford 
Widdowson,   E.    Lucy,  West 

Bridgford 
Wilcoek,  P.  W.,  Ashton-under- 

Lyne 

Wil'es,  Harold  O.,  Cambridge 
Williams,  Linjamin  Hayle 
Windle,  Joshia  W.,  Wolsingham 
Windwood,  P.  S.,  Cambridge 
Wood,  M.  Mary  A.,  Montrose 


IRew  Companies  &  Company  IRews. 

Vitol  Company  (Limited)  — Capital  6,000/.,  in  1?.  shares.  Ob- 
jects :  To  manufacture  and  deal  in  vitol  oil  and  all  kinds  of  oils, 
fats,  vegetable  oils,  foods,  preparations,  and  supplies.  Registered 
office,  88  Gray's  Inn  Road,  W.C. 

A.  Reynolds  (Limited). — Capital  8,000/.,  in  5/.  shares. 
Objects  :  To  carry  on  the  business  of  drapers,  clothiers,  chemists, 
grocers,  and  general  store  keepers.  The  first  directors  are: — 
E.  S.  Reynolds,  T.  Thorne,  and  W.  G.  Dicker.  Qualification, 
250/.  (managing  director  500/.  '. 

Photograph  i<3  Art  Development  Company  (Limited). — 
Capital  500/.,  in  1/.  shares  (250  preference).  Objects  :  To  adopt 
an  agreement  with  C.  H.  B.  Sparrow  and  W.  Hume  to  carry  on 
the  business  of  photographers,  photographic  printers,  chemists, 
and  makers  of  photographic  apparatus  and  materials.  The  first 
directors  are  W.  Hume  and  C.  H.  B.  Sparrow.  Qualification, 
100/. 

Coverdale's  Aerated-water  Company  (Limited1. — Capital 
6,000/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects:  To  acquire  the  business  carried 
on  at  York  and  Scarborough  as  "  Coverdale  &  Brooke,"  and  to 
manufacture  and  deal  in  mineral  waters.  The  first  directors  are 
G.  Coverdale,  B.  Brooke,  J.  Tonks,  and  J.  Peters.  Qualification, 
10/.  Remuneration  as  fixed  by  the  company.  Registered  office, 
46,  Westborough,  Scarborough. 

United  Oils  Company  i London  and  Cardiff)  (Limited1. — 
C  apital  10,000/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects:  To  acquire  the  business 
of  the  United  Oils  Company,  now  carried  on  at  Rateliff,  E.  and 
at  Cardiff,  and  to  adopt  an  agreement  with  J.  H.  Cory  A  R  H. 
Holnian,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  oil  manufacturers  and 
refiners,  soap  and  glycerin  manufacturers,  chemists  and  drug- 
gists, <i'c.    Registered  office,  9  London  Street,  E.C. 

Andrews's  Basket  and  Fanciers'  Supply  Company 
(Limited). — Capital  2,000/.,  in  1/.  shares.  To  acquire  the  busi- 
ness and  registered  designs  of  Joseph  Andrew,  of  638  Oldham 
Road,  Newton  Heath,  and  to  manufacture  and  deal  in  skips, 
hampers,  basket  ware,  foodstuffs,  disinfectants,  medicines,  and  all 
requisites  for  users  and  owners  of  live  stock.  The  first  directors 
are  :— W.  H.  Davies,  W.  L.  Adshead,  A.  D.  Sutcliffe,  F.  Duck- 
worth, and  F.  Pearson.  Qualification,  20/.  Remuneration  as 
fixed  by  the  company. 

Sarjeant  (Limited). — Capital  10,000/.  in  1/.  shares  (500  pre- 
ference). Objects  :  To  acquire  the  business  carried  on  by  A. 
Sarjeant  at  217  and  219b  High  Street,  and  77  Vicarage  Road, 
Watford,  Herts,  under  the  styles  of  "  Alfred  Sarjeant  "  and  "  The 
Wembley  Fruit  Essence  Company,"  and  to  carry  on  the  business 
of  chemists,  druggists,  and  manufacturers  of  various  specialities. 
The  subscribers  are : — W.  J.  James,  227  High  Street,  Watford, 
brewer's  clerk  ;  C.  A.  Solomons,  190  High  Street,  Watford,  frame- 
maker;  E.  J.  Humphreys,  199  High  Street,  Watford,  grocer; 
Martha  Ross,  219  High  Street,  Watford,  stationer;  A.  Handley, 
217  High  Street,  Watford,  chemist's  assistant ;  Clara  Sarjeant, 
217  High  Street,  Watford,  housekeeper ;  and  H.  B.  Broughton, 
48  Villiers  Road,  Bushey  New  Town,  coal  merchant.  The 
subscribers  are  to  appoint  the  first  directors.  Qualification, 
250/.  Remuneration,  50/.  each  per  annum,  and  a  share  in  the 
profits. 


West  of  Scotland  Chemical  Company  (Limited). — 
A  meeting;  of  this  company  will  be  held  at  209  West  George 
Street,  Glasgow,  the  offices  of  the  liquidator,  on  March  7,  for 
an  account  of  the  winding-up. 

Byrne  and  Shaw  (Limited). — A  petition  for  the 
winding-up  of  this  firm,  which   carried   on   business  as 


chemists  and  mineral-water  manufacturers  in  Dublin,  has 
been  presented  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland.  The  case 
will  be  heard  by  the  Vice-Chancellor  on  February  12. 

Standard  Cyanide  Manufacturing  Company 
(Limited).-  In  the  Chancery  Division  of  the  High  Court  of 
Justice,  on  February  7,  Mr.  Justioe  Cozens-Hardy  had  before 
him  the  petition  of  Raoul  Darosberg  for  the  winding-up  of  this 
company,  and  to  grant  a  supervision-order.  Proceedings  have 
been  commenced  in  France,  and  adjourned  pending  the 
result  of  this  petition,  as  the  French  courts  do  not  recognise 
a  voluntary  winding-up.  Mr.  Justice  Cozens-Hardy  directed 
the  petition  to  stand  over  for  a  week  for  the  evidence  to  that 
effect. 

Magor  (Limited). — The  directors,  in  (heir  report  for  the 
year  ended  September  30, 1899,  express  regret  that  the  result 
of  the  year's  trading  has  not  justified  the  anticipations  formed 
by  them  when  they  accepted  office  on  the  retirement  of  the 
original  directors.  The  deficiency  on  the  year  is  2,333/.  9s.  9d. 
This  unsatisfactory  result  is  attributed  to  a  number  of 
causes,  chief  among  them  being  severe  and  increasing 
competition,  which  has  materially  reduced  the  profits  from 
the  shops  ;  depreciation  of  stock  purchased  by  the  previous 
management ;  amounts  paid  to  cancel  the  unexpired  terms  of 
agreement  entered  into  with  managers  at  the  time  the 
company  was  formed  ;  amounts  paid  to  terminate  contracts 
entered  into  by  the  previous  management  for  advertising. 
The  directors  announce  that  the  expense  of  carrying  on  a 
wholesale  and  manufacturing  department  for  the  supply  of 
fifteen  shops  was  greatly  jn  excess  of  the  benefit  obtained. 
They  had  therefore  decided  to  close  it.  and  the  stock  had 
been  transferred  to  the  company's  premises  at  Old  Square, 
Birmingham,  and  Park  Street.  Walsall.  During  the  year 
Mr.  Frederick  Wm.  Brampton  had  retired  from  the  board  on 
the  ground  of  ill  health.  They  also  report  that  negotiations, 
which  up  till  a  few  days  prior  to  the  issue  of  the  report 
promised  to  be  successful,  for  strengthening  the  board  on 
the  organising  and  practical  side  had  failed.  For  months 
the  directors  had  been  endeavouring  to  find  a  suitable 
candidate,  and  pending  the  negotiations  publication  of  the 
report  had  been  deferred.  The  retiring  director,  Mr. 
Harold  Fisher  Smith,  offeis  himself  for  re-election.  The 
balance-sheet  shows  that  the  capital  of  the  company  is  60,000/. 
The  shops,  Sec,  and  goodwill  arc  valued  at  48,655/.  15«.  llff., 
and  the  stock  of  drugs,  &c,  at  11,034/.  11*. 


Bankruptcies  ant)  failures. 

Be  Dr.  Alexander  Wheeler,  Flodden  Lodge,  Morningside 
Road,  Edinburgh. 

This  debtor,  having  granted  a  trust  deed  on  behoof  of  hi* 
creditors,  all  accounts  or  claims  should  be  communicated  to  Mr. 
W.  L.  H.  Paterson,  solicitor,  43  Hanover  Street,  Edinburgh. 


lie  C.  H.  Roche,  Medical  Hall,  Cork. 

Notice  is  given  by  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy  in  Ireland  that  a 
put  die  sitting  ef  the  Court  will  be  held  at  Dublin  on  February  13, 
to  further  investigate  the  affairs  of  this  bankrupt. 


Be  William  Sheal,  Bo'ness,  Aerated-water  Manufacturer. 

This  debtor  was  examined  in  a  petition  for  cessio,  at  Linlith- 
gow, on  February  2.  The  assets  were  stated  at  136/.  18s.  3rf.,  and 
liabilities  359/.  4s.  2d.  Petitioner  attributed  his  position  to  the 
attitude  taken  up  by  other  traders  in  preventing  him  using  trade- 
marked  bottles,  and  the  expenses  in  an  action  brought  against 
him  by  Mr.  R.  Barr,  Falkirk.  He  had  offered  Barr  5s.  in  the 
pound  along  with  other  creditors,  but  this  was  refused. 

Be  J.  B.  Sweeney,  Ballyrnena,  druggist. 

In  the  Belfast  Bankruptcy  Court  last  week  application  was 
made  in  this  case  (see  C.  &  L>.,  August  5,  1899,  page  259),  for  an 
order  authorising  the  payment  of  17/.  0s.  11</.  to  Mr.  G.  W.  Dunbar, 
for  work  done  by  him  in  pursuance  of  a  trust  deed  prior  to  the 
adjudication.  Mr.  Samuel  Ross,  who  represented  the  assignees, 
pointed  out  that  the  estate  had  not  been  benefited  by  Mr.  Dunbar's 
work,  but  by  agreement  the  sum  of  3/.  10s.  was  allowed.  The 
registrar's  report  was  then  read,  from  which  it  appeared  that  the  debts 
amounted  to  493/.  12s.  8d.,  while  the  balance  in  hand  amounted  to 
69/.  15s.  \d.  The  audit  was  passed,  and  the  usual  order  made 
with  regard  to  costs. 
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Partnerships  Dissolved. 

Gerrard,  A.  W.,  and  Birch,  C.  W.,  under  the  style  of 
Swann  &  Co.,  Staines,  chemists,  druggists,  and  mineral-water 
manufacturers. 

Paice,  T.  J.,  and  Stephens,  E\  W.,  under  the  style  of  the 
Crystalline  Chemical  Company,  Mark  Lane,  E.C.,  purveyors 
of  a  food-preserver  or  food-antiseptic. 

Sanderson,  J.  C,  Arfouthnot,   X.  V.,  and  Goodwin, 

J.  H.,  under  the  style  of  Sanderson  &  Co.,  Mincing  Lane, 
E.C.,  produce-brokers ;  so  far  as  regards  K.  F.  Arbuthnot. 

Sarjeant,  A.,  and  Charles,  A.  E.,  under  the  style  of  the 
Wembley  Fruit-essence  Company,  Watford,  Hertfordshire, 
manufacturers  of  fruit-essences. 

Stiles,  C.  B.,  M.B.,  and  Puller,  T.  R.,  M.B.,  under  the 
style  of  Stiles  &  Fuller,  Hornsey,  N.,  medical  practitioners. 


Acetylene.— The  London  Gazette  for  February  6  gives  notice 
that,  after  the  expiration  of  forty  days  from  yesterday,  it  is  pro- 
posed to  submit  to  her  Majesty  in  Council  the  draft  of  an  Order 
in  Council  providing  that  acetylene,  when  in  admixture  with 
atmospheric  air  or  with  oxygen,  shall  be  deemed  to  be  an  explo- 
sive within  the  meaning  of  the  Explosives  Act,  1875,  and  that  it 
shall  not  be  manufactured,  imported,  kept,  conveyed,  or  sold. 
Notice  is  also  given  that,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
Rules  Publication  Act,  1893,  copies  of  the  proposed  draft  Order 
in  Council  can  be  obtained  by  any  public  body,  within  the  period 
of  forty  days,  at  the  Privy  Council  Office,  Whitehall. 


Business  Changes. 


Notices  are  inserted  free  in  this  section  if  properly  authenticated. 


Mr.  J.  Noble,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  purchased  the 
business  of  Mr.  Frost,  at  St.  Leonard's  Road,  Bexhill-on-Sea. 

Mr  William  Giles,  chemist,  Wallsend-on-Tyne,  has 
just  acquired  the  Corbridge  Pharmacy,  Town  Hall  Buildings, 
Corbridge,  this  making  his  fifth  pharmacy.  The  others  are 
in  Wallsend  (three)  and  in  Jarrow  (one). 


IRew  lf>orfc  motes. 

(By  the  Man  from  London.) 


A  Christmas  Dinner. — A  druggist  named  Fred.  J.  Stock 
of  81  Catherine  Street,  New  York,  sent  a  mock  Christmas 
dinner  to  Dr.  Arnold  Burkelman  of  3  Charlton  Street,  which 
consisted  of  a  wooden  turkey,  garbage,  cigar-stumps,  a 
bottle  of  salt  water,  and  other  like  dainties.  The  facetious 
druggist  was  haled  before  a  magistrate  by  the  irate  doctor, 
and  is  now  under  bonds  to  keep  the  peace. 

Don't  be  Wasteful.— According  to  a  circular  sent  out 
to  the  retail  trade  by  Messrs.  E.  R.  Squibb  &  Sons,  Brooklyn, 
N.Y.,  Spanish  ergot  of  last  year's  growth  is  extremely 
scarce  and  high  in  price,  owing  to  the  combined  effects  of 
the  Spanish  war  and  the  unremunerative  prices  obtained  for 
ergot-crops  for  several  years  past.  The  firm  state  that  they 
have  found  it  impossible  to  obtain  more  than  half  their 
usual  supply  this  winter,  and  this  at  four  or  five  times  the 
former  cost.  The  firm  'would  therefore  beg  those 
physicians  who  have  been  in  the  habit  of  getting  supplies 
from  their  laboratory  to  economise  its  use  and  urge  their 
pharmacists  to  do  the  same.  In  the  ordinary  use  of  a 
medicine  like  this,"  they  add,  "  probably  25  per  cent,  is  lost  in 
various  ways.  If  this  loss  can  be  avoided,  and  the  usage  be 
economised,  small  lots  of  the  proper  ergot,  sufficient  to  eke 
out^the  suPPly,  may  be  picked  up  from  abroad,  so  that  no 
patient  who  needs  it  will  be  deprived  of  its  use."  I&j 


IRbooesia  pharmaceutical  Society. 


The  first  annual  meeting  of  the  youngest  British  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  was  held  on  October  2,  1899,  Mr.  Charles 
Cattell  (President)  in  the  chair.  The  revenue  and  ex- 
penditure account  for  the  first  year,  which  showed  a 
balance  in  hand,  was  read  by  the  President  and  adopted. 
The  Hon.  Secretary  (Mr.  W.  Dawn  Copley)  read  the  annual 
report,  which  was  adopted.    The  thanks  of  the  Society  were 

i  tendered  to  the  retiring  officers  and  suitably  acknowledged. 
The  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  resulted  as 

|  follows  : — President,  Mr.  F.  L.  Moore  ;  Vice-President,  Mr. 

I  Harold  W.  Smart ;  Hon.  Treasurer,  Mr.  Will  J.  Bickle  ;  Hon. 

|  Secretary,   Mr.  W.  Dawn   Copley  (re-elected)  ;  Assistant 

\  Secretary,  Mr.  T.  Francis.    Mr.  F.  R.  Franks  was  elected  to 

'  join  the  officers  to  form  the  executive.  [This  report  was 
despatched  from  Bulawayo  on  December  21,  1899,  and 

i  reached  us  on  February  3,  along  with  Cape  letters.  Ap- 

j  parently  it  came  via  Cape  Town. — Ed.] 


importation  of  Carbolic  Hcio. 


FOLLOWING  upon  the  interview  between  the  representa- 
tives of  the  Tar-distillers'  Association  and  the  Chemical 
Section  of  the  London  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Govern- 
ment has  granted  further  concessions  for  the  exportation  of 
carbolic  acid,  kc.  The  terms  of  the  General  Order  (jjj™) 
are  as  follows  : — 

Custom  House,  London, 

February  2,  1900. 

Carbolic  Acid,  &c.  :  Shipments  for  Purposes  of  Manufac- 
tures in  Foreign  Countries — Continuation  of  Previous 
Orders. 

With  reference  to  General  Orders  3'  8,  officers  of  the 
Department  are  informed  for  guidance,  and  for  the  information 
of  persons  interested,  that  the  Board  have  to-day  received  from 
the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  directions  which  enable  them  to  deal 
with  requests  for  the  shipment  of  crude  carbolic  acid,  or  other 
prescribed  articles,  in  any  quantity,  for  use  by  manufacturing 
chemists  abroad,  for  purposes  other  than  that  of  the  production  of 
explosive,  munitions  of  war,  or  of  substances  adapted  to  that 
aim  on  rece  ipt  of  applications  from  intending  shippers  backed  m 
each  case  by  the  documents  defined  below,  viz.  : — 

(1)  A  guarantee  from  the  foreign  buyer  {i.e.,  manufacturer)  that 
the  raw  material  is  required  and  will  be  made  up  and  subse- 
quently used  for  certain  specified  purposes  only  I  to  be  specified 
in  the  document  I  and  not  in  any  way  which  could  make  it  useful 
for  hostile  purposes  by  the  enemies  of  this  country; 

(2 1  Foregoing  guarantee  to  be  supported  by  a  declaration  or 
certificate  under  the  hand  or  seal  of  the  proper  British  Consul  or 
Vice-Consul,  or  (failing  these1  a  local  Burgomaster  or  other 
official  corresponding  to  a  Mayor  or  Magistrate  in  this  country, 
certifying  that  the  signer  of  the  guarantee  (li  is  a  respectable  and 
trustworthy  person  and  that  full  credence  may  be  given  to  his 
statements ; 

(3)  A  declaration  by  the  intending  shipper  or  broker,  made 
before  a  collector  of  Customs,  that  the  representations  made  in 
the  application  to  the  Board  of  Customs  and  in  the  appended 
documents  (1)  and  (2),  as  above  provided,  are  in  every  way  bona 
fide. 

Officers  are  to  note  that  applications  for  shipments  under  these 
arrangements  must  in  all  cases  be  submitted  to  the  Board,  and 
that  the  requirements  of  a  special  bond  in  double  the  value  of  the 
shipments  will  also  be  in  every  case  insisted  upon. 

Proposed  shipments  of  the  same  character  for  conversion  into 
explosive  substances  or  military  stores  of  any  kind,  whether  for 
the  British  Government  or  for  the  Government  of  any  friendly 
country,  will  be  dealt  with  in  a  further  Order. 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

R.  T.  Prowse. 

The  Chamber  of  Commerce  issued  a  confidential  circular 
on  February  3  about  the  matter,  which  did  not  contain  the 
above  details.  This  now  practically  ends  the  matter,  but  a 
large  quantity  of  cresols  and  phenols  hitherto  exported  for 
the  production  of  munitions  of  war  will  now  be  kept  in  the 
country,  and  made  available  for  Government  purposes  if 
desired. 
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Westminster  Misoom. 


Business  in  the  House  of  Commons  has  commenced 
inauspiciously,  interest  being  entirely  centred  upon  the 
Government's  South  African  policy.  The  debate  following 
the  Queen's  Speech  has  been  drawing  crowds  to  the  House 
since  the  opening  of  the  Session  on  Tuesday,  January  30, 
and  both  the  floor  of  the  House  and  the  galleries  are 
nightly  filled.  On  Monday  evening,  when  Mr.  Bitchie  was 
to  have  asked  permission  to  introduce  the 

Bill  Amending  the  Companies  Act, 
the  debate  on  Lord  Edmond  Fitzmaurice's  amendment  to 
the  Address  reached  its  zenith,  and  there  was  considerable 
excitement  while  Sir  William  Harcourt  spoke  and  Mr. 
Chamberlain  replied  to  him.  The  debate  took  up  practically 
the  whole  of  the  sitting,  and,  in  consequence,  Mr.  Bitchie 
had  not  the  opportunity  that  he  expected  of  bringing  in  the 
Bill.  Its  introduction  was  therefore  postponed  until  Thurs- 
day, February  8,  but  that  is  a  formal  proceeding,  as  Mr. 
Bitchie  has  not  yet  fixed  the  day  for  its  introduction.  We 
are  able  to  state  that  the  Board  of  Trade  has,  after  full  con- 
sideration, decided  to  retain  the  Lord  Chancellor's  pharmacy 
and  medical  clauses  as  they  were  in  the  measure  which 
passed  the  third  reading  in  the  House  of  Lords  last  Session. 

Mr.  Faithfull  Begg  has,  in  the  ballot  for  private  Bills, 
obtained  fifty-ninth  place  for  his  Bill  to  amend  the  Com- 
panies Act,  which  was  read  a  first  time  on  Friday, 
February  2.  The  Shop  Hours  Bill  has  also  been  read  a  first 
time  (see  page  255). 

Antityphoid-inoculation. 

The  newspaper  accounts  of  the  condition  of  troops  who 
had  submitted  themselves,  en  route  to  the  seat  of  war,  to 
the  antityphoid-inoculation  prompted  Mr.  A.  Fease,  member 
for  the  Cleveland  division  of  Yorkshire,  to  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  for  War  if  the  War  Office  have  sanctioned  the 
experiments,  and  if,  in  view  of  the  uncertainty  that  exists 
as  to  the  efficacy  of  inoculation  as  a  preventive  of  enteric 
fever,  and  the  debilitating  effects  of  the  operation,  the 
Department  will  forbid  the  continuance  of  the  experiments. 
Mr.  George  Wyndham's  reply  gave  no  encouragement  to  the 
anti-inoculation  view,  for  he  said  that  the  efficacy  of  the 
treatment  is  sufficiently  well  established  to  justify  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  operation,  which  is  voluntarily  submitted  to 
by  the  troops  This  was  not  a  very  convincing  reply,  and  it 
is  well  to  state  that  the  whole  business  savours  of  a  Netley 
fad.  Medical  experts  are  divided  as  to  whether  the  inocula- 
tions are  useful  or  not. 

Telegraphic  Anomalies. 

Mr.  Henniker  Heaton  is  envied  by  scores  of  members  in 
the  House  of  Commons  who  have  got  no  work  to  do,  and  are 
nothing  more  to  the  Legislature  than  so  many  items  in  a 
division — all  for  the  lack  of  a  popular  subject  to  work,  such 
as  Mr.  Heaton  has  made  his  own.  The  member  for  Canterbury 
gave  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  representing  the  Post- 
master-General,  another  nut  to  crack  on  Monday  evening. 
It  appears  that  recent  instructions  have  been  issued  to 
telegraph  offices  to  charge  "  M.P."  as  two  words,  but  "  p.m." 
as  one  word.  "  Steamship  "  is  charged  as  one  word,  but 
"  s.s."  as  two  words.  "  Saint  Peter  "  as  two  words,  but  "  St. 
Beter  "  as  one  word  in  inland  telegrams,  while  "  St.  Cloud  " 
is  charged  as  two  words  in  foreign  telegrams,  but  "  Saint 
Cloud"  one  word.  Mr.  Heaton  wanted  to  know  the  reason 
why  ;  also  whether  "  Charing  Cross  "  could  go  as  one  word 
in  inland  telegrams.  Mr.  Hanbury  replied  that  all  com- 
binations of  letters  which  are  in  the  nature  of  cipher  are 
now  charged  for  at  the  rate  of  five  letters  to  a  word.  In  the 
case  of  all  other  letters  not  being  words  in  any  European 
language,  or  in  Latin,  each  letter  is  charged  for.  M.P.  is 
treated  in  precisely  the  same  way  as  K.C.B.,  G.C.M.G.,  &c. 
"  Charing  Cross  '  must  go  as  two  words.  The  reply  gave  Mr. 
Gibson  Bowles  his  opportunity  :  "  Does  the  Postmaster-General 
mean,"  he  asked  amidst  laughter,  "  to  imply  that  a  member  of 
Parliament  is  only  a  cipher  ?"  "  No,"  said  Mr.  Hanbury  ;  "  it  is 
because  he  is  not  a  Cipher  that  he  is  charged  the  ordinary 
rate." 


personalities. 


Mr.  W.  J.  Sewell,  chemist,  Goole,  has  been  elected 
unopposed  a  member  of  Goole  School  Board. 

Mr.  Markham  Cook,  chemist,  Grimsby,  has  been  ap- 
pointed a  J.P.  for  the  borough  of  Grimsby. 

Mr.  Thomas  Brewis,  chemist,  Landport,  has  been  elected 
President  of  the  Buckland  (Portsmouth)  Conservative  Club. 

Mr.  Woolmer  White  (Timothy  White  Company,  chemists, 
Portsmouth)  is  the  President-elect  of  the  Portsmouth  Central 
Conservative  Club. 

We  were  misinformed  when  we  stated  last  week  that  Mr. 
F.  C.  Ashford,  son  of  Mr.  E.  C.  Ashford,  chemist,  Northamp- 
ton, is  going  to  South  Africa  with  the  Imperial  Yeomanry. 
It  is  his  brother,  Mr.  Arthur  Henry  Ashford,  who  has 
qualified  and  been  accepted  for  the  Hants  Imperial  Yeomanry. 

At  a  special  committee-meeting  of  the  London  General 
Produce  Brokers'  Association  on  Monday,  Mr.  W.  W.  Green 
(of  Messrs.  Brookes  &  Green)  was  elected  President  for  the 
ensuing  year,  and  Mr.  A.  E.  Lambert  (of  Messrs.  Lambert  & 
Strong)  Vice-President.  Mr.  Green,  whose  portrait  we  give, 
is  a  popular  member  of  the  brokers'  community,  and  has 


always  taken  a  keen  interest  in  matters  concerning  the 
"  Lane  "  and  the  Commercial  Salerooms,  being  on  the  com- 
mittee of  the  benevolent  fund  of  that  body.  His  firm  (of 
which  he  is  the  active  partner)  are  the  principal  vanilla- 
brokers  in  London ;  ivory,  cinchona,  and  crude  drugs  are 
also  their  specialities.  Mr.  Green  has  been  a  member  of 
the  London  Chamber  of  Commerce  since  its  establishment 
in  1882,  and  has  for  many  years  past  been  an  active  member 
of  the  Essex  County  Council. 

Mr.  Horace  Davenport's  name  occurs  prominently  on 
the  first  page  of  last  week's  Referee  in  regard  to  the  need  of 
instructing  the  young  in  the  art  of  swimming.  The  Referee 
says : — 

The  first  amateur  of  note  to  lay  himself  out  regularly  to  help 
others  to  the  benefits  he  himself  enjoyed  was  Mr.  Horace  Daven- 
port, who  to  most  of  us  old  'uns  will  live  in  memory  as  the  best 
all-round  truly  non-professional  swimmer,  for  with  great  sprinting 
pace  he  combined  possession  of  almost  unlimited  endurance. 
The  old  Ilex  Club  captain  and  amateur  champion  did  very  much 
good  down  Surbiton  way  as  a  volunteer  instructor.  His  example, 
backed  by  his  very  wide  celebrity,  may  have  had  more  to  do  with 
forwarding  the  movement  now  so  general  than  might  at  first>iglit 
be  supposed. 
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©bservaticms  ant>  IReflectione. 


Bv  Xrayser. 


The  President  of  the  Liverpool  Chemists'  Associa- 
tion has  evidently  given  careful  study  to  the  history  of  the 
Pharmacy  Act,  and  consequently  it  is  a  little  surprising  that 
he  should  have  formed  such  a  bad  opinion  of  it.  It  is  surely 
worth  remembering  that,  whatever  it  may  have  failed  to 
accomplish,  the  Pharmacy  Act  defined  the  qualification  of 
chemists  and  druggists,  and  has  given  it  a  substantial  value. 
It  has  at  least  limited  the  risks  inevitably  associated  with 
the  sale  of  poisons,  and  this  was  almost  the  exclusive  object 
of  the  Legislature  when  it  was  passed ;  and  its  general 
features,  and  to  a  large  extent  its  exact  words,  have  been 
copied  into  more  than  a  dozen  subsequent  Acts  in  different 
parts  of  the  British  Empire.  Lastly — and  this  is  the  most 
conclusive  test  of  its  value— it  is  more  effective  to-day,  after 
thirty  years'  wear,  than  it  ever  was. 

*  *  *  * 
The  Principal  Defects  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  in  Mr. 

Buck's  opinion,  are.  I  gather,  the  omission  of  a  section 
suppressing  branch  shops,  and  the  provision  which  enables  a 
chemist's  widow  or  children  to  continue  his  business  after 
his  death.  If  these  "improvements"  were  grafted  on  the 
statute,  they  would  certainly  raise  it  to  a  higher  logical 
standard;  and,  I  venture  to  prophesy,  would  break  down 
the  Act  in  a  couple  of  years.  Chemists  and  druggists  not 
uf  the  ideal  sort  would  not  submit  to  have  their  legitimate 
energies  cramped,  and  an  action  to  compel  a  chemist's 
widow  to  sacrifice  the  property  which  her  husband  had  left, 
and  which  perhaps  she  had  helped  him  to  create,  would  not 
secure  the  sympathy  of  the  public,  which  can  put  up  with  a 
little  less  than  lofty  logic  for  the  sake  of  substantial  justice. 

*  *  *  * 
The  Qualified  Directorate  proposal  is  dismissed  by 

Mr.  Buck  as  an  insufficient  remedy  for  the  company  evil,  "  as 
the  directors  could  easily  be  obtained  from  the  managers 
in  the  larger  companies " ;  and  I  note  that  Mr.  James,  a 
member  of  the  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  also  dis- 
agrees with  the  idea  "  because  it  would  bo  quite  easy  to  get 
qualified  persons  to  act  in  that  position."  I  am  sorry  to  find 
myself  so  dense  as  not  to  be  able  to  appreciate  this  objection 
urged  by  two  authorities  simultaneously.  Of  course  it  would 
be  easy  to  get  qualified  persons  to  become  directors  of  a 
company  which  could  pay  for  their  services  ;  the  tough  part 
of  the  work  would  be  inducing  the  present  unqualified 
directors  to  make  room  for  them.  Mr.  Buck  and  Mr.  James, 
and  other  pharmacists  who  have  discussed  this  question, 
assume  that  it  would  be  quite  simple  to  stuff  a  board  of 
directors  with  dummies.  This  is  not  the  legal  view. 
Buckley  on  the  Companies  Acts  is  the  highest  authority  on 
the  subject,  and  from  Buckley  I  quote  two  or  three  dicta, 
which,  if  I  wanted  to  look  learned,  I  could  support  by  a  big 
array  of  cases : — Directors  are  in  the  position,  not  of 
servants,  but  of  managers  of  the  company  " ;  "  the  directors' 
general  authority  extends  to  all  acts  reasonably  necessary 
for  management " ;  "  the  acts  of  the  directors  bind  the 
company  when  done  within  the  scope  of  their  authority."  It 
is  a  financial  axiom  that  capital  is  timid,  and  it  may  be 
safely  taken  for  granted  that  capitalists  would  not  be  eager  to 
give  the  spending  of  their  money  to  such  powerful  dummies 
as  they  very  well  know,  and  as  these  quotations  prove, 
directors  to  be.  They  prefer  enterprises  in  which  they  can 
retain  control  of  their  money  themselves. 

*  *  *  * 

The  Chemists'  Assistants'  Union  must  be  a  wonderfully 
organised  body  if  we  may  take  the  description  of  it  which  is 
given  by  its  Vice-President  (Mr.  C.  E.  Pickering)  literally. 
"  We  guarantee,"  lie  says,  "  to  find  suitable  employment  for 
every  member."  That  is  a  fairly  large  undertaking,  but 
perhaps  with  the  present  good  demand  for  assistants  it  can 
be  fulfilled.  But  the  poor  employers  deserve  a  thought. 
Will  the  assistants  with  whom  they  are  to  be  provided  all 
prove  also  "suitable  "'!  It  is  here  that  the  beauty  of  the 
Union's  scheme  comes  in.  "  Not  only  will  the  Union  decline 
to  assist  undeserving  assistants  to  obtain  work,  but  they  will 
not  be  registered  as  members."    That  seems  to  save  the 


masters.  But  it  would  be  interesting  to  know  by  what  marks 
the  Executive  of  the  Union  is  able  to  recognise  an  unde- 
serving assistant,  and  by  what  process  undeserving  men 
are  sifted  out  from  the  "  suitable  "  ones. 

#  #  *  * 

Scotch  Sheriffs  have  distinguished  themselves  among 
administrators  of  the  law  for  want  of  sympathy  with  the 
Pharmacy  Act  and  its  penal  provisions.  But  his  Lordship 
of  Linlithgow  has  perhaps  chosen  the  most  ingenious  method 
of  displaying  his  animosity  to  the  statute.  Having  made  it 
clear  that  he  did  not  agree  with  the  Legislature,  he  found 
himself  bound  to  fine  a  provision-dealer  who  had  added 
belladonna  plasters  to  the  other  breakfast-table  luxuries  he 
offered  for  sale.  The  sentence  passed  imposed  a  fine  of 
21.,  with  11.  Zs.  6d.  expenses,  "or  eighteen  days'  imprison- 
ment if  the  fine  is  not  paid"!  Mr.  Morison,  who  prose- 
cuted, had  some  difficulty  in  convincing  the  Sheriff  that 
the  Act  was  not  quite  so  stupid  as  his  Lordship  had  tried 
to  make  it  appear,  the  alternative  specifically  appointed  in 
Scotland  for  nonpayment  of  the  fine  being,  not  imprison- 
ment, but  "  poinding,"  which  to  a  Southern  ear  sounds 
almost  as  bad,  but  which  means  merely  distraining. 

$  $  #  * 

A  Pretty  Point  of  Ethics  has  been  submitted  to  the 
Lancet  by  a  doctor  and  his  patient,  who  have  had  an  amicable 
dispute  on  it.  The  patient  desired  to  consult  a  physician  on 
his  case ;  his  regular  medical  attendant  accompanied  him, 
and  the  consultant's  advice  w^as  that  the  medicine  which  the 
smaller  man  had  been  giving  should  be  continued.  The 
patient  then  said  he  had  a  right  to  the  prescription  ;  the 
practitioner  said  he  had  not.  The  patient  said  if  he  had 
gone  to  the  consultant  alone  he  would  have  received  a 
prescription  which  he  could  have  got  dispensed  anywhere ; 
and  as  he  travels  about  a  good  deal  he  would  thus  get  his 
medicine  cheaper  than  he  gets  it  from  the  doctor.  The  Editor 
of  the  Lancet  discusses  the  question  with  less  dogmatism 
than  is  usual  in  medical  journals,  and,  though  he  supports 
the  practitioner,  he  is  reasonable  enough  to  recognise  that 
something  might  be  said  on  the  other  side.  It  is  evident 
that  the  motives  of  both  disputants  were  mercenary,  but 
an  unbiassed  judge  would,  I  think,  decide  that  the  man  who 
paid  had  the  right  to  get  what  he  had  purchased. 


The  Good  Druggist  Intervenes. — The  Lancet  tries  to 
see  the  discussion  on  a  higher  ethical  level.  Arguing  that 
what  the  patient  pays  for  is  the  diagnosis  and  general 
consideration  of  his  case,  and  not  necessarily  a  pre- 
scription at  all,  the  Editor  says: — "A  prescription  is 
designed  to  meet  purely  temporary  circumstances  ;  it  is  to 
be  taken  for  such  a  time  as  the  prescriber  thinks  desirable, 
and  no  longer  without  a  renewal  of  his  authority."  Some 
prescribers,  it  is  added,  even  indicate  on  their  prescriptions 
that  after  a  certain  date  the  formula  is  not  to  be  dispensed 
without  their  written  sanction — a  proviso,  adds  the  Lancet. 
"  to  which  any  good  druggist  would  attend  implicitly."  I 
am  in  no  way  competent  to  speak  for  "  good  druggists  " — 
Mr.  Hyslop  and  Mr.  James  Reid  are  the  authorised  prophets 
of  this  caste — but  it  may  be  as  well  to  suggest  that  this 
medical  claim  on  the  dispenser's  obedience  should  be  care- 
fully restricted.  In  regard  to  certain  drugs  the  physician  is 
undoubtedly  justified  in  asking  that  the  medicine  he  orders 
shall  only  be  supplied  for  a  limited  time.  He  would 
be  a  bad  druggist  who  would  ignore  the  injunction  in  any 
such  case  But  if  the  demand  is  made,  as  the  Lancet 
seems  to  make  it,  on  the  principle  of  pecuniary  justice  to 
the  prescriber,  the  appeal  should  be  made  to  the  good 
patient,  not  to  the  good  druggist.  In  ordinary  cases 
having  bought  two  guineas'  worth  of  advice,  whether  it 
refers  to  eating  pork,  or  to  taking  medicine,  it  is  difficult  to 
see  why  the  purchaser  should  not  make  use  of  it  to  the  end 
of  his  days. 


A  Welsh  Chemist  writes,  after  receipt  of  our  Winter 
Issue  : — "  Many  kindly  comments  I  could  make  on  the  year's 
advertisements  appealing  in  the  C.  #D.  To  my  mind  they 
are  a  veritable  mine  of  valuable  information  on  which  to 
build  upa  successful  business,  and'I  think  chemists  are  deeply 
indebted  to  all  advertisers  for  their  valuable  help  ;  also  to 
vour  printers  for  turning  out  their  ideas  so  magnificently." 
(251  31.) 
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EMBROCATION 


In  Dottles  to  retail  at 

and 


3d.,     1/-,     and  2/6 

"SANITAS" 


AND  OTHER 


DISINFECTANTS 

SULPHUR  FUMIGATING  CANDLES  (Kingzett's  Patents) 

6d.,  2d.,  and  1/-  eacb. 
PRESERVED   PEROX4DB    OF  HYDROGEN 

(Kingzett's  Patent). 
MOTH   PAPER,  BLOCKS  AND  CRYSTALS. 
WEED   DESTROYER,  &c,  &o. 

THE  SANITAS  CO.,  LIMITED,  BETHNAL  GREEN,  LONDON. 

ijfc     and  636-642  W.  55  Street,  NEW  YORE.  •£ 


O-.  S.  MUMPORD 

FARRINGDON    ROAD,    LONDON,  E.C. 


No.  1  Finest  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

1  9/owt. 

Finest  Pure 
STARCH  POWDER 

No.  2  Pare 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

18/ owt. 

No.  1  Finest  Light  Pure 
PRECIPITATED  CHALK 

25/ 

Best  Cleaned 
LINSEED  [TEA 

1  9  /  cwt. 

No.  2  Pure 
PRECIPITATED  CHALK 

21  /  owt. 

No.  1  Finest  Pure 
FULLER'S  EARTH 
(Lignt  Colour) 

15/  cwt. 

Finest  Levigated 
"WHITE  EARTH" 
(Toilet  purposes). 

1 8/ owV| 

-  Finest 
TART  ACID 

Lowst-Cur. 
Prioes 

Finest  Pure 
TOILET  OATMEAL,  SPECIAL 

32/otJ 
/9„  | 

Finest  Pure 
LIQUORICE  JUICE 

10? 

Finest 
ARROWROOT 

LISTER', 

MADE  Bl 

John  Milne  0 

fWDKB  ,  ^ 


•4* 


(CORD  LISTER'S 
PERSONAL  DIRECTIONS 


0 


O^GAUZE 

Antiseptic  Dressings  Factor),  LADTWELL  8.1, 


HORLICK'S 

MALTED  MILK 

FOR 

tmfmmim  &  Invalid*. 

Our  New  Illustrated  Booklet,  "LITTLE  MISS  MUFFET,"  charms 
all  who  see  it.  Send  Trade  Card  and  ask  for  supply. 

34    FARRINGDON    ROAD,  B.C. 


*  CARRIAGE  PAID  to  Hallway  Btauoni  wiuuu  ayv  ™"YC:r 
m  allowance  made  for  distances  beyond)  on  a  total  weight  ol  lli  wt 
and  upwards  ol  above  article*.  Smaller  paroels  delivered  tree  on  raiJ 
ji^nAgrn  at  above  prloee.   
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□  *o  be  obtained  from  all  Ohemlsie, 
Grocers,  &c,  Lb  4-oz.  Tins, 
price  Is. 


Can  be 
obtained    from  all 
Ohamlacs,  Orooers,  &o..  in  4-oz 
Tins,  erice  it. 

SOLD  WHOLESALE  BY 

»EO.  NELSON,  BALE  &  €0.,  Id 

14  00WCATE  HILL,  LONDON.  E.C. 
PATENTS  AND  TRADE  MARKS. 

There  are  many  worrying  difficulties  to  be  overcome  in  connection 
with  the  Registration  of  Trade  Marks  and  the  grant  of  Letters  Patent, 
which  members  of  the  Retail  and  Whoh  sale  Drug  Trade  can  avoid  Dy 
consulting  an  efficient  agent,  who  would  undertake  all  the  trouble  for 
an  uiclu-ive  fee  and  obtain  protection  in  the  United  Kingdom  and 
abroad.   Advice  in  the  first  instance  free. 

REGINALD  W.  BARKER. 

56  Ladgate  Hill,  London. 

PATENTS,    DESIGNS,  AND 
TRADE  SHARKS. 

Searches  effected  through  the  Classified  Volumes  of 
the  Society  at  reasonable  charges.  Registrations 
throughout  the  world.  Advice  as  to  infringement 
preliminary  to  litigation. 

TRADE  MARK  PROTECTION  SOCIETY, 

1  FimNIVAL  STREET,  E.C. 


PLASMON 


IMPORTANT. 

See  Pages  24  and  25. 


rpHE  bete  noire  of  every  pharmacist  is  Spirit.  /Ether.  Nit.,  the 
sale  of  which  may  any  day  land  him  in  the  police  court. 

The  only  safe  course  is  to  make  pint  quantities  as  required 
from  ITROSYL. 

Hermetically  sealed  glass  cartridges,  I.',-  per  dozen. 

Fletcher,  Fletcher  &  Cft.  London  &  Sydney. 


BBbitorial  Comments, 


A  Wicked  Waste  of  Time. 

Once  more  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  has  met  at  Blooms- 
bury  Square,  and  has  found  that  the  Law  and  Parliamentary 
Committee,  to  which  it  referred  the  company  question  for 
further  consideration,  has  "nothing  to  report"  to  the  Coun- 
cil. The  circumsiance  is  almost  laughable,  it  is  certainly 
Gilbertian,  and  might  be  treated  humorously  in  these 
pages  were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  since  the  Council 
last  met  Parliament  has  assembled  and  the  Queen  and 
Government  have  informed  the  nation  that  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  will  introduce  a  Bill  to  amend  the  Com- 
panies Acts  at  the  earliest  opportunity.  Yet  this  impossible 
committee  of  a  supine  Council  sitting  in  Bloomsbury  tells 
us  that  there  is  nothing  to  report ! 
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On  the  Orders  of  the  Day  for  the  House  of  Commons  there 
stands  this  entry  : — 

Notice  given  on  Monday,  February  5,  1900. 

Mr.  Ritchie — Companies — Bill  to  amend  the  Companies 
Acts  [deferred  till  Thursday,  February  8]. 

This  is  the  measure  which  deals  with  the  thing  ("  unclean 
thing,"  one  of  the  members  of  the  Council  once  dubbed  it) 
that  has  so  occupied  the  attention  of  the  chemists  and 
druggists  of  the  country  during  the  past  few  winter  months, 
and  these  chemists,  having  entrusted  the  Council  with  their 
opinions,  want  to  know  what  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  has  done  to  meet  the  views  of  the  drug-trade  respect- 
ing company-pharmacy.  That  we  believe  to  be  the  question 
of  greatest  importance  at  the  present  moment,  and  in  face 
of  it  the  members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  have  dis- 
persed to  their  homes  with  an  equanimity  which  suggests 
that  Mr.  Ritchie  is  to  introduce  his  Bill  when  the  grouse 
begin  to  fly  rather  than  on  Thursday,  February  8.  Be  it 
understood  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  has  not  declared  a 
policy  on  this  company-pharmacy  question.  The  position  is 
that  the  Council  on  November  1  referred  back  to  the  Law 
and  Parliamentary  Committee  for  further  consideration  a 
report  recommending  a  clause  to  be  embodied  in  the  Com- 
panies Bill  declaring  that  "  no  company  shall  carry  on  the 
business  of  a  chemist  and  druggist,  or  assume  or  use  the 
title,"  &c.  That  was  a  fair  and  square  proposal  defeated, 
and  nothing  has  taken  its  place.  We  ask  if  the  delay  and 
silence  are  not  a  wicked  waste  of  time  ? 

But,  it  may  be  said,  the  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  has  been  in  communication  with  Mr.  Ritchie,  and 
that  the  subject  is  not  being  neglected.  We  would  be 
the  first  to  hail  with  satisfaction  any  indication  whatever 
that  Mr.  Martindale  has  succeeded  in  convincing  Mr. 
Ritchie  that  the  manner  in  which  the  company-pharmacy 
question  was  dealt  with  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  is  in- 
adequate ;  but  Mr.  Martindale  ought  to  know  the  Bill 
which  Mr.  Ritchie  has  ready  for  introduction  to  the 
House  contains  the  pharmacy  clause  in  precisely  the  same 
terms  as  the  Bill  which  jiassed  the  House  of  Lords  last 
Session.  This  information  is  authoritative.  We  are  able  to 
state  further  that  the  Board  of  Trade  have  considered 
representations  made  to  them  by  persons  interested  on  both 
sides,  and  are  not  prepared  to  recommend  that  the  practice 
of  pharmacy,  whether  by  chemists  and  druggists  or  by 
pharmaceutical  chemists,  should  be  considered  a  professional 
occupation  like  medicine,  surgery,  dentistry,  or  midwifery. 
The  Government,  in  introducing  the  Bill  early  in  the 
Session,  hope  to  give  such  opportunity  for  debate  as  will 
enable  them  to  utilise  the  majority  which  they  have  behind 
them,  in  combination  with  support  from  the  Opposition  side 
to  secure  much-needed  reform  of  company-law  generally; 
and,  although  the  chances  of  the  Bill  becoming  law  this 
Session  are  not  of  the  rosiest,  they  are  the  best  in 
present  political  circumstances,  and  it  would  be  folly  on  the 
part  of  pharmacists  and  their  leaders  not  to  exercise  their 
powers  to  the  utmost  to  get  the  pharmacy-clause  whipped 
into  practical  shape. 

Prospects  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  RITCHIE  has  again  deferred  the  introduction  of  the 
Companies  Bill  from  February  8,  and  we  learn  from  him  as 
we  go  to  press  that  he  does  not  know  when  he  will  introduce 
't-  It  is  expected  that  when  Mr.  Ritchie  docs  so,  he  will 
make  an  important  statement  upon  the  whole  question  of 
'  ompany-law.and  he  may  take  the  opportunity  of  explaining 
the  views  of  his  Department  regarding  the  regulation  of 


company-pharmacy.    The  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  is  not  his  only  correspondent  on  this  subject,  and  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  Board  of  Trade  have  always 
considered  that  company-pharmacy  in  its  relation  to  the 
qualifications  required  by  the  Pharmacy  Acts  is  a  subject 
that  can  only  be  treated  by  amendment  of  these  Acts,  the 
Board  are  of  opinion  that  all  they  need  do  is  to  deal  with 
the  existing  state  of  things.    They  find  pharmacy  companies 
engaged  in  trade,  and  as  the  Pharmacy  Acts  do  not  provide 
for  the  control  of  such  companies  they  will  make  that  pro- 
vision by  ensuring  the  appointment  of  qualified  managers  to 
such  concerns.    That  is  the  state  of  matters  at  the  present 
moment,  and  we  still  hope  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Councils, 
backed  by  retailers  in  the  three  kingdoms,  will,  during  the 
few  remaining  days  of  grace,  endeavour  to  convince  the 
Board  that  they  are  recognising  a  principle  without  carrying 
it  into  effect.     The  clause  in  the  Bill  proposes  that  no 
company  shall  carry  on  the  business  and  use  the  title  of  phar- 
maceutical chemist  or  chemist  and  druggist  unless  such 
business  is  bond  fide  conducted  by  a  manager  or  assistant 
who  is  registered  under  the  Pharmacy  Act.    It  should  be 
pointed  out  that  a  manager  or  assistant  cannot  bond  fide 
conduct  a  business  if  he  is  the  servant  of  a  director  or 
directors,  and  in  order  to  adequately  express  the  principle 
admitted  the  clause  should  place  the  bond-fide  conduct 
of  the   business  in  the  hands   of    a   director,   or  board 
of  directors,  eaoh  being  a  registered  chemist.     As  the 
clause  now  stands,  it  virtually  proposes  to  make  the  manager 
or  assistant  independent  apparently  of  the  directors  in 
action  ;  but  this  would  be  absurd,  as  an  assistant  must  be 
appointed  by  some  one  having  control  over  him,  and  once 
that  happens  the  bond-fide  control  required  becomes  impos- 
sible.   A  manager  or  assistant  is  not  the  equivalent  of  the 
qualified  proprietor  contemplated  by  the  Pharmacy  Act,  but 
qualified  men  as  directors  would  be.    Wherever  directors 
act  they  perform  the  duties  of  personal  proprietors,'  which  is 
what  the  framers  of  the  Companies  Bill  desire  in  respect  to 
pharmacy.    When  we  ask  the  bund-fide  conduct  of  the  com- 
pany-businesses to  be  entrusted  to  qualified  directors  we 
really  suggest  a  more  workable  method  than  the  Lord 
Chancellor's,  for  a  manager  or  assistant  appointed  with 
such  powers  as  are  given  by  the  clause  would  have  excellent 
ground  for  resisting  with  all  the  force  of  law  any  interference 
by  the  directors  or  those  who  appointed  him  to  the  position. 
We  do  not  suppose  that  that  is  what  is  contemplated  by  the 
clause,  if  so,  it  is  certainly  more  than  the  most  sanguine 
opponent  of  company-pharmacy  expects  to  get,  for  it  would 
put  an  end  to  the  work  of  such  as  Mr.  Boot.    In  other 
respects  the  clause  as  it  stands  is  carelessly  drafted,  and  must 
be  amended  to  make  it  intelligently  applicable  to  Ireland,  so 
that  the  Board  of  Trade  should  either  admit  amendment 
now  or  on  the  committee-stage  of  the  measur/3.    We  are 
strongly  of  opinion  that  mending  rather  than  ending  is  the 
best  policy  which  the  drag-trade  can  pursue  in  the  matter, 
for  if  the  clause  is  rejected  there  will  not,  in  all  likelihood, 
ever  be  another  opportunity  of  getting  the  flaw  in  the 
Pharmacy  Acts  remedied  through  a  Government  measure. 
It  is  well  to  recall  the  fact  that  this  measure  has  been  before 
Parliament  in  one  form  or  another  for  several  sessions. 
Hitherto  it  has  been  in  the  preparatory  stages  and  has  only 
had  to  meet  the  criticism  of  that  eminently  non-contentious 
chamber  the  House  of  Lords,  where  practically  no  attempt 
was  made  by  outside  interests  to  amend  it. 

In  view  of  these  facts  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  should 
have  been  ready  this  week  to  tell  their  constituents  what 
action  they  are  to  take  to  oppose  or  amend  the  company- 
pharmacy  clause  ;  but  the  members  of  the  Council  have 
deliberately  allowed  the  opportunity  to  pass,  and  before 
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they  meet  again  they  may  find  that  the  second  reading  of 
the  Companies  Bill  has  taken  place,  and  that  the  Watch  Com- 
mittee has  saddled  them  with  a  policy  which  will  meet  the 
views  neither  of  parliamentarians  nor  of  the  trade.  Already 
there  are  indications,  from  meetings  in  the  provinces,  that 
chemists  and  druggists  feel  that  their  views  arc  not  ade- 
quately represented  through  Bloomsbury,  and  local  associa- 
tions, as  well  as  individuals,  can  no  longer  wait  for  the  cue 
from  that  quarter,  but  must  act.  energetically  and  promptly 
whenever  the  Bill  is  introduced  to  the  House  and  printed. 


Division  of  the  Minor. 

The  discussions  at  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  this  week  on 
the  failures  in  the  Minor  examination  are  opportune  and 
encouraging.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  failures  are  not 
attributed  to  increasing  incompetency  on  the  part  of  the 
candidates,  nor  was  any  specific  reason  advanced  and  sus- 
tained, unless  that  some  years  ago  the  scope  of  the  examina- 
tion was  considerably  extended,  and  simultaneously 
professorial  examiners  were  appointed  in  chemistry  and 
botany.  Mr.  Carteighe,  quite  properly,  refuted  the  assertion 
that  increased  failures  in  these  two  scientific  subjects  are  due 
to  the  idiosyncrasies  of  the  professorial  examiners,  or,  to  put 
it  more  properly,  their  lack  of  sympathy  with  the  pharmaceu- 
tical candidate,  who  is  not  a  specialist  in  either  subject,  but  a 
composite  of  half-a-do/.en.  The  failures  in  botany  and 
chemistry  are  high,  but  the  professorial  examiners  approach 
these  subjects  as  men  who  are  asked  to  give  their  special 
knowledge  to  determine  whether  the  persons  whom  they 
examine  accord  to  a  standard  which  the  Council,  not  these 
professorial  examiners,  formulated.  It  is  the  system  which  is 
at  fault :  the  examination  is  overcrowded,  and  is  urgently  in 
need  of  division.  The  tone  of  the  Council  discussion  was 
quite  in  sympathy  with  this  view,  and  it  is  as  well  that  it 
should  be  admitted  that  the  extended  syllabus  has  increased 
the  percentage  of  failures.  All  the  reports  which  we  have 
recently  had  support  the  view  ;  the  complaints  are  against 
the  system,  and  not  against  the  examiners  as  individuals. 
Which  is  a  new  emotion  in  examination  criticism. 

The  Council  appears  to  favour  the  suggestion  of  dividing 
the  examination  so  as  to  relieve  the  candidates  from  the 
strain  of  six  subjects  in  which  they  must  be  passable  at  one 
time.  The  Boards  of  Examiners  also  have  it  under  considera- 
tion, and,  the  President  says,  no  statement  in  respect  to  their 
meditations  can  be  made  in  the  meantime  ;  but  he  dropped 
the  hint  that  with  a  compulsory  curriculum  division  would 
come.  That  is  an  unfair  proviso  ;  it  is  the  Council's  exten- 
sion of  the  scope  of  the  examination  which  has  brought 
about  the  disaster,  and  relief  should  ba  granted  uncon- 
ditionally. We  say  it  is  unfair  because  nearly  a  generation 
ago  the  compulsory-curriculum  idea  was  soundly  beaten  on 
the  facts  of  the  case.  Since  then  the  object  aimed  at  (more 
thorough  schooling  of  the  pharmacist)  has  been  secured  by 
the  more  stringent  examination,  and  to  use  the  failures  in 
the  examination  now  as  a  reason  fur  a  compulsory'  curri- 
culum is — well,  not  English.  Nor  is  it  supported  by 
facts.  The  failures  amongst  long-course  school-students  are 
quite  as  high  as  amongst  others.  A  curriculum  may 
come,  but  we  hope  when  it  does  that  it  will  be  adopted 
for  its  own  sake,  and  not  introduced  by  a  side-wind. 
The  more  weighty  reason  for  not  dividing  the  Minor  ex- 
amination was  advanced  by  Mr.  Carteighe,  whose  argument 
we  take  to  be  that  under  the  Pharmacy  Acts  the 
Society  is  compelled  to  examine  any  person  who  applies  for 
registration  in  one  examination,  and  that  a  new  Act  will  be 
necessary  if  it  is  to  be  divided  into  two.  This  is  said  to  be 
the  view  of  the  Privy  Council.    We  fail  to  find  anything 


whatever  in  the  Pharmacy  Acts  to  support  it,  unless  it  be 
the  wording  of  the  6th  section  of  the  1868  Act,  which  says 
"  the  examination  shall  be  such  as  is  provided  under  the  Phar- 
macy Act  for  the  purposes  of  a  qualification  to  be  registered 
as  an  assistant."  The  examination  implies  one  examination, 
but  we  all  know  that  every  Minor  man  has  passed  two — the 
First  and  the  Minor — so  that  there  the  phrasing  has  admitted 
elasticity. 

Turning  to  the  1852  Act,  we  find  that  the  nature  of  the 
Assistants  examination  is  not  detailed ;  the  examinations 
for  aj^prentices,  assistants,  and  pharmaceutical  chemists 
are  to  be  in  specified  subjects,  and  "  such  other 
subjects  as  may  from  time  to  time  bo  deter- 
mined by  any  by-law."  There  is  in  the  Acts  no 
limitation  whatever  as  to  time  or  division,  and  we  submit 
that  the  practice  of  thirty-one  years  in  subjecting  Minor  candi- 
dates to  two  examinations  is  a  good  precedent  for  the 
Council  to  go  upon  in  arranging  the  Minor  examination  to 
suit  the  improved  conditions  of  education.  In  short,  the 
needed  reform  can  be  effected  by  a  by-law  if  the  Council 
choose  to  put  one  forward.  This  has  never  been  done,  so  we 
cannot  know  what  the  Privy  Council  may  think  of  it  until 
it  is  put  before  them.  But  we  question  the  necessity  of 
that  even.  There  is  nothing  either  in  the  Acts  or  the  by-laws 
to  prevent  the  examiners  telling  any  weak  candidate :  "  You 
have  passed  in  four  subjects,  but  are  deficient  in  two  ;  come 
up  for  those  two  three  months  hence."  Examinations 
for  medical,  dental,  and  veterinary  qualifications  are 
granted  on  such  conditions  and  on  practically  similar 
ititutory  powers,  and  they  have  all  been  divided  in 
accordance  with  modern  principles  of  education, .  which 
are  that  technical  examinations  should  be  graduated,  one 
subject  or  set  of  subjects  being  mastered  and  got  rid  of  (in 
educational  detail)  before  another  set  is  taken  up.  We  ask 
those  who  have  charge  of  the  pharmaceutical  examinations 
to  do  no  more  than  that.  They  will  find  that  their  statutory 
powers  have  lost  none  of  the  elasticity  which  experience 
shows  they  possess,  and  it  would  be  an  agreeable  change  to 
experience  the  recognition  that  the  examination  candidate's 
attributes  arc.  like  his  guinea-giving,  limited  by  nature. 


CANADIAN  TRADE. 

The  month  of  December  completed  the  first  half  of  the 
Canadian  fiscal  year,  and  it  is  interesting  to  note,  from  the 
returns  is-sued  by  the  Dominion  Customs  Department  for 
that  period,  that  both  the  imports  and  exports  continue  to 
grow  in  volume.  The  former  amounted  to  $93.697,860— an 
increase  over  the  same  period  of  last  year  of  no  less  than 
$14,746,525.  The  exports  reached  a  total  of  $109,793,755— 
an  increase  of  $10,890,772. 

ACCORDING   TO  THE   "  MAIL." 

May  we  commend  the  Daily  Mail  method  of  making 
camphorated  oil  to  the  attention  of  high-class  pharmacists  ? 
Says  the  Mail : — 

Camphorated  oil  .  .  .  is  much  more  efficacious  if  made  freshly 
at  home.  This  is  easily  done  by  cutting  up  a  piece  of  camphor 
very  finely,  placing  it  in  a  bottle,  and  filling  it  up  with  ordinary 
salad  oil. '  Put  the  bottle  near  the  five,  and  when  the  camphor  is 
dissolved  it  is  ready  for  use. 

The  free-and-easiness  of  "  a  piece  of  camphor,"  "  a  bottle," 
and  "  ordinary  salad  oil  "  are  in  marked  sympathy  with  our 
contemporary's  attitude  to  things  in  general. 

MUNICIPAL  BACTERIOLOGY. 

Some  time  ago  we  mentioned  that  the  Lambeth  Vestry 
had,  under  the  medical  officer,  Dr.  J.  Priestley,  started  a 
bacteriological  laboratory,  chiefly  for  diagnostic  purposes. 
The  report   of  the  first  year's  working  now  shows  that 
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Dacteriological  outfits  were  supplied  to  medical  practitioners 
in  the  parish,  and  examinations  made  free  of  charge.  A 
total  of  388  examinations  were  made  during  the  year,  and, 
out  of  the  214  suspected  cases  of  diphtheria,  the  true 
diphtheria-germs  were  found  in  99  (i.e.,  462  per  cent.)  ; 
whilst  in  81  cases  of  suspected  typhoid  43  ( i.e.,  53-1  per 
cent.)  gave  the  Widal  or  typhoid  reaction.  There  was  thus 
a  saving  in  notification-fees  sufficient  to  justify  the  provision 
of  the  bacteriological  laboratory,  not  to  mention  the  great 
advantages  from  more  exact  diagnosis. 

THE  DOCTOR  AS  DISPENSER. 

In  the  currrent  number  of  the  Windsor  Magazine  is  a 
cartoon  by  Mr.  Malcolm  Patterson,  entitled  "  A  Bad  Look- 
out,'" which  represents  a  stout  and  respectable  looking  old 
gentleman  facing  a  slim  and  athletic-looking  squire.  The 
following  conversation  takes  place  between  them  : — 

Squire  :  Good  morning,  Miggs.    How's  your  wife  to-day  ? 
Miggs:  She's  very  bad,  sir — won't  last  the  night. 
Squire  :  Dear  me — that's  bad  news  !  But  why  do  you  anticipate 
the  worst  ? 

Miggs  :  Doctor  said  so,  sir ;  and  he's  the  only  man  livin'  as 
knows  wot  'e  give  her, 

This  so  neatly  hits  off  the  danger  of  the  prescriber  dis- 
pensing his  own  medicines  that  it  does  not  require  the 
picture  to  give  it  point. 

ARCHAEOLOGY   AT  WARE. 

Oar  readers  will  have  noticed  the  pretty  photograph  of 
Ware  Mills,  where  Messrs.  Allen  &  Hanburys  manufacture 
their  infants'  food,  which  appeared  in  the  price-list  distri- 
buted to  the  trade  in  the  Winter  number  of  The  Chemist 
and  Druggist.  It  is  not  difficult  to  link  romance  with 
such  a  picturesque  spot,  especially  bearing  in  mind  the 
antiquity  of  Ware,  and  from  a  paragraph  in  the  annual 
report  of  the  East  Herts  Arch:eological  Society  it  appears 
there  has  already  been  a  find  of  Kornan  coins  and  other 
memorials  of  the  Koinan  occupation.  These  were  turned  up 
when  making  excavations  for  an  extension  of  the  factory  on 
a  piece  of  land,  twelve  acres  in  extent,  known  as  the  Bury 
Field.  Bury  Field  has  long  been  of  considerable  archaeo- 
logical interest,  as  Ermine  Street  passed  through  it,  and 
some  stone  coffins  were  years  ago  dug  up  there.  The  Society 
are  hoping  Messrs.  Allen  &  Hanburys  will  see  their  way  to 
giving  the  recent  finds  as  a  contribution  to  a  museum  if  is 
hoped  to  start  in  Hertford  before  long. 

MR.  BOOT  AND  THE  MANX  BILL. 

Mr.  Jesse  Boot  is  evidently  alarmed  at  the  vigour  of  the 
Manx  chemists  and  the  success  of  their  legislative  endeavours. 
Writing  to  the  Isle  of  Man  Times  he  retails  the  pro-company 
side  of  the  question  in  the  well-worn  way.  He  points  out  the 
danger  which  would  arise  should  the  House  of  Keys  deter- 
mine "to  drive  capital  away  from  the  Island,  suppress 
competition  and  confiscate  existing  rights  "  by  adding  to  the 
Manx  Pharmacy  Bill  a  clause  (which  he  has  reason  to  believe 
will  be  attempted  at  the  third  reading)  to  preclude  companies 
from  carrying  on  business  as  chemists  in  the  Island.  He  has 
no  objection  to  the  general  effect  of  the  Bill  as  it  stands, 
but  strongly  protests  against  the  clause  compelling  the 
name  of  the  qualified  person  in  charge  being  posted  up  in 
the  shop.  He  wants  that  omitted  and  the  Act  amended  to 
that  extent.  The  introduction  of  that  principle,  he  writes, 
would  make  an  invidious  distinction  between  companies  and 
private  chemists,  especially  as  the  Bill  provides  that  any 
executor,  administrator  or  trustee  of  a  deceased  chemist  may 
continue  to  carry  on  the  business  indefinitely  in  the  name  of 
the  deceased  chemist  without  any  such  obligation.  There  is 
a  good  deal  more  to  the  same  effect,  but  it  has  all  been  said 
before  and  will,  we  imagine,  only  tend  to  put  our  Manx 
brethren  more  than  ever  on  their  mettle. 


SHOP-HOURS'  BILL. 

The  Bill  introduced  by  Sir  Charles  Dilke  and  others  on 
February  2  is  the  one  that  Lord  Avebury  used  to  take  charge 
of.  It  provides  for  closing  at  1  p.m.  one  day  a  week,  at 
7  p.m.  on  three  other  days,  at  9  P.M.  on  a  fifth  day,  and  at 
10  p.m.  on  the  sixth  day,  or  before  these  hours.  The  Bill 
applies  to  retail  and  wholesale  shops,  markets,  and  stalls. 
There  are  certain  exemptions,  e.g.  the  Bill  does  not  extend, 
so  far  as  closing  is  concerned,  to  shops  kept  open  solely  for 
the  sale  of  medicines  or  medical  and  surgical  appliances. 

MAGOR'S  FONTEIN. 

Company  promotion,  when  applied  to  pharmacy,  is  not  an 
unqualified  success  by  any  means,  thanks  to  the  public. 
Magor  (Limited)  is  another  proof  of  this  statement.  Formed 
in  July,  1897,  with  a  capital  of  60,000/.  to  purchase  for 
54,000/.  fifteen  chemists  shops  in  Birmingham,  Dudley,  Wal- 
sall, West  Bromwich  and  Darleston  (which  were  said  to 
yield  6,000/.  a  year  in  profit),  the  company  found  itself  at 
the  end  of  September,  1898,  with  2,738/.  of  net  profit.  The 
directors  had  tried  to  run  a  wholesale  place  of  their  own, 
but  that  proved  disastrous,  and  three  of  the  managers  (who 
were  vendors)  retired.  In  the  year  which  has  elapsed  the 
remaining  directors  appear  to  have  had  many  difficulties, 
and  they  now  report  that  there  is  a  deficiency  of  2,333/.  on 
the  year's  trading.  We  had  not  thought  it  possible  that 
fifteen  good-going  chemists'  businesses,  yielding  an  average 
profit  of  400/.  apiece,  could  drop  all  that  and  about  150/. 
more  in  two  years.  But  Magor  (Limited)  shows  how  it  can 
be  done.  Another  point.  Last  year  the  stock  in  trade  was 
valued  at  13,411/.,  this  year  at  11,034/.  ;  so  that  there  has  been, 
apparently,  an  additional  loss  of  2,377/.  It  is  also  to  be 
noted  that  the  goodwill  appears  to  be  on  the  increase :  it 
now  stands  at  48,655/.,  or  about  5,000/.  under  the  price  paid 
for  goodwill  and  stock  in  trade.  Curious  that  profits  and 
stock  should  be  on  the  decline  and  the  goodwill  appre- 
ciating:. 


£rafce*m>ark6  HppUefc  for. 


Objections  to  the  registration  of  any  of  the  undermentioned 
applications  should  be  lodged  with  C.  N.  Dalton,  Esq.,  C.B., 
Comptroller-General  of  Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade-marks, 
at  the  Patent  Office,  25  Southampton  Buildings,  Chancery 
Lane,  London,  W.C.,  within  one  month  of  the  dates  men- 
tioned. The  objection  must  be  stated  on  Trade-marks  Form 
J,  cost  1!.,  obtainable  through  any  money-order  office. 


(From  the  "  Trade-Marks  Journal,"  January  17, 1900.) 
"  Tabloid  "  ;  for  all  goods  in  Classes  1,  2,  and  48.    By  H.  S. 
Wellcome  (Burroughs,  Wellcome  &  Co.),  Snow  Hill  Buildings, 
Holborn  Viaduct,  E.C.  225,812. 

"  Fbankolin  " ;  for  chemical  substances.  By  the  Acetylene 
Purifying  Company  (Limited),  83  Farringdon  Road,  E.C. 
227,408,  227,409. 

"  Aperfectol  "  (no  claim  for  "  A  perfect  ")  ;  for  chemical  sub- 
stances. By  Sissons  Brothers  &  Co.  (Limited),  Bankside, 
Sculcoates,  Hull.  227,879. 

"  Biancoli's  Houses  and  Cattle  Ointment,"  and  device, 
horse's  head,  buckle-straps,  whip,  horn,  etc.  (the  device  being 
the  essential  particular) ;  for  veterinary  ointment.  By 
Marina  Biancoli,  36  Great  Queen  Street,  London,  W.C. 
216,647. 

"  Strawsonite  " ;  for  chemical  substances.  By  G.  F.  Strawsou, 
71a  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.C.  225,586. 

"  Pyramid,"  and  device  of  same  ;  for  chemical  substances.  By  J. 
Crosfiekl  &  Sons  (Limited',  Bank  Quay,  Warrington.  227,409. 

"  Sanithal  " ;  for  chemical  substances.  By  Jeyes'  Sanitary 
Compounds  Company  (Limited),  64  Camion  Street,  E.C. 
227,801. 

"  Laxa-Cara  "  (no  claim  for  "  Laxa") ;  for  medicated  articles  and 
cod-liver  oil.  By  L,  J.  Woodward,  58  Cowan  Avenue,  Toronto, 
Canada.  226,152. 
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Mtnter  Session. 


Notices  of  meetings  to  be  held  are  inserted  under  "  Coming 
Events."  If  meetings  are  not  attended  by  reporters,  secre- 
taries of  associations  would  oblige  by  communicating  with 
the  Editor. 

Royal  Institution. 

The  Friday  evening  discourse  of  February  2  was  by  Signor 
G.  Marconi  on 

Wireless  Telegraphy. 

Despite  the  terrible  weather  (it  was  one  of  the  worst  nights 
experienced  in  London  for  some  years),  all  the  available 
space  in  the  lecture-theatre  was  occupied. 

Signor  MARCONI,  who  spoke  with  faultless  pronunciation, 
said  when  Ampere  propounded  his  theory  of  universal  ether, 
the  veil  began  to  lift  which  led  to 

t1  lie  dawn  of  wireless  telegraphy. 
Maxwell,  in  1864,  with  his  ether-waves 
theory,  and  Hertz  by  proving  the 
correctness  of  the  theory,  gave,  as 
Professor  Fleming  remarks,  a  greater 
insight  into  nature  than  man  had 
ever  previously  had,  and  established 
the  basic  principles  which  have  made 
wireless  telegraphy  possible.  Hertz's 
resonators  for  detecting  ether-waves 
were,  in  the  lecturer's  opinion,  the 
greatest  discovery  of  the  latter  half 
Signor  Mabconi.  of  the  nineteenth  century.  Signor 
Marconi  then  paid  a  graceful  tribute 
to  the  memory  of  the  late  Professor  Hughes,  who,  he  said, 
if  he  had  persevered  in  certain  of  his  electrical  experiments, 
would  doubtless  have  added  the  discovery  of  wireless  tele- 
graphy to  his  numerous  electrical  triumphs. 

Continuing,  he  said  the  present  applications  of  wireless 
telegraphy  were  many  times  as  great  as  the  predictions  of 
live  years  ago  led  us  to  expect,  and  as  yet  only  a  beginning- 
had  been  made — the  possibilities  of  the  future  were  only  just 
appreciated.  He  did  not  propose  to  deal  that  evening  with 
claims  of  priority,  but  with  some  of  the  developments  which 
had  taken  place  during  the  last  few  months.  He  first  gave 
a  brief  description  of  his  apparatus,  laying  especial  stress  on 
a  recent  improvement,  which  consisted  of  inserting  the 
secondary  of  a  transformer  or  induction-coil  in  the  coherer- 
circuit,  the  primary  being  connected  with  the  vertical  aerial 
wire.  This  induction-coil,  whose  function  was  to  increase 
the  electro-motive  force  of  the  induced  oscillations  at  the 
terminals  of  the  coherer,  was  of  peculiar  construction. 
Coils  wound  in  the  ordinary  way  were  useless  or  even 
detrimental,  but  the  coil  he  employed  had  its  primary, 
contrary  to  the  usual  custom,  wound  with  fine  wire,  and  its 
secondary  with  still  finer.  The  wire  of  the  latter  was  not 
wound  in  uniform  layers,  and  was  given  as  great  a  number 
of  turns  as  possible.  The  efficacy  of  such  a  coil  he  tested 
during  the  Naval  Manoeuvres,  and,  working  between  the 
Juno  and  the  JSuropa,  he  found  that,  while  the  limit  distance 
attainable  without  the  coil  was  seven  miles,  over  60 
miles  could  be  covered  with  certainty  with  the  coil. 
As  to  the  distance  of  signalling,  Signor'  Marconi  said  it 
varied  approximately  with  the  square"  of  the  height  of  the 
vertical  wire  and  the  square  root  of  the  capacity  of  the 
area  placed  at  the  top  of  the  poles.  With  two  'installa- 
tions having  poles  150  feet  high  signals  were  easily  ob- 
tained at  a  distance  of  85  miles,  though  according  to  a 
rigorous  application  of  the  law  72  miles  only  ought  to  have 
been  obtained.  It  w-as  noticeable  in  this  case  that,  as  the 
two  stations  were  at  sea-level,  there  existed  between  them  a 
hill  of  water  over  1,000  feet  high,  owing  to  the  curvature  of 
the  earth,  and  if  the  waves  travelled  only  in  straight  lines,  or 
if  the  effect  were  noticeable  only  across  open  space  in  a 
direct  line,  the  signals  would  not  have  been  received  except 
with  a  vertical  wire  1,000  feet  high  at  both  stations.  The 
lecturer  proceeded  to  refer  to  the  installations  of  wireless 
telegraphy  that  had  been  erected  between  the  South  Foreland 
and  the  East  Goodwin  Light-vessel,  and  between  the  former 
and  Wimereux.  But  the  most  interesting  and  complete  tests 
at  sea,  he  said,  were  made  during  the  Naval  Manoeuvres.  The 


greatest  distances  at  which  service  messages  were  sent  then 
were  60  nautical  miles  between  the  Europti  and  the  Juno, 
and  45  miles  between  the  Juno  and  the  Alexandra.  Signor 
Marconi  next  spoke  of  installations  erected  at  Harwich  and 
Chelmsford,  40  miles  apart,  which  had  been  working  regu- 
larly since  September  last,  and  of  the  use  of  his  system  for 
reporting  the  yacht  race  in  America,  and  for  communicating 
from  the  steamer  Paris  when  she  was  66  nautical  miles  from 
land.  The  news  obtained  by  the  Paris  was  published  on  the 
ship  in  a  paper  called  the  Tran&atlantio  Times. 

At  the  tardy  request  of  the  War  Office  six  of  Signor 
Marconi's  assistants  had  been  sent  out  to  South  Africa.  The 
War  Office  intended  that  the  system  should  only  be  used  at  the 
base  and  on  the  railways  ;  but  the  officers  on  the  spot,  realising 
it  could  only  be  of  practical  use  at  the  front,  asked  if  the 
assistants  were  willing  to  go  to  the  front,  and  accordingly  on 
December  11  they  moved  up  to  De  Aar.  The  results  at  first 
were  not  altogether  satisfactory,  owing  to  lack  of  the  poles, 
kites,  or  balloons  which  were  essential,  but  the  difficulty  was 
overcome  by  the  manufacture  of  kites  by  Major  Baden- 
Powell  and  Captain  Kennedy.  It  had  been  reported  that  the 
difficulty  was  due  to  the  iron  in  the  hills,  but,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  iron  would  have  no  more  destructive  effect  on  these 
Hertzian  waves  than  any  other  metal,  and  he  had  been  able 
to  transmit  messages  across  the  high  buildings  of  New  York, 
the  upper  storeys  of  which  were  iron.  With  the  kites  provided 
it  was  easy  to  communicate  from  De  Aar  to  Orange  Kiver — 
some  70  miles — and  now  there  were  stations  at  Modeler 
Kiver,  Enslin,  Belmont,  Orange  River,  and  De  Aar.  Two  of 
his  assistants  volunteered  to  take  instruments  through  the 
Boer  lines  to  Kimbcrley,  but  the  military  authorities  would 
not  grant  them  permission,  as  probably  too  great  risk  was 
involved.  It  seemed  to  him  regrettable  that  installations 
were  not  established  in  Ladysmith,  Mafeking,  and  Kimberley 
before  the  commencement  of  hostilities,  but  he  found  it  hard 
to  believe  that  the  Boers  had  any  workable  instruments. 
Some  intended  for  them,  which  had  been  seized  at  Cape 
Town,  were  of  German  manufacture,  and  not  workable,  and 
Signor  Marconi  said  that  as  he  had  supplied  no  apparatus  to 
anyone  the  Boers  could  not  possibly  have  any  of  his  instru- 
ments. In  conclusion,  he  said  he  did  not  like  to  dwell  on 
what  might  be  done  in  the  immediate  or  distant  future,  but, 
speaking  what  he  believed  to  be  sober  sense,  he  said  that  by 
means  of  wireless  telegraphy  telegrams  would  become  as 
common  and  as  much  in  daily  use  on  the  sea  as  they  were  at 
present  on  the  land. 

Loud  applause  followed,  and  many  of  the  audience  pressed 
forward  to  shake  hands  with  the  lecturer,  Lord  Kayleigh 
being  the  first  to  congratulate  him. 


Chemical  Society. 

When  the  Fellows  entered  the  hall  at  Burlington  House  on 
Thursday  evening,  February  1,  they  found  the  following  list 
of  papers  on  the  notice-boards  : — 

"  The  Chlorine  Derivatives  of  Pyridine.  Part  V. :  Synthesis  of 
aa'-dichloropyridine.  Constitution  of  Citrazinic  Acid."  W.  J. 
Sell,  M.A.,  and  P.  W.  Dootson,  M.A. 

"  The  Formation  of  Heterocyclic  Compounds."  S.  Ruhemann 
and  H.  E.  Stapleton. 

"  The  Space-configuration  of  Quadrivalent  Sulphur  Derivatives. 
Methyl-ethyl-thetin-dextrocamphorsulphonate  and  Dextrobromo- 
camphorsulphonate."    W.  J.  Pope  and  S.  J.  Peachey. 

"  Nitrocamphane."    M.  O.  Forster. 

"  The  Absorption-spectra  of  Ammonia,  Methylamine,  Hydroxyl- 
amine,  Aldoxime,  and  Acetoxhne.''  W.  N.  Hartley,  F.R.S.,  and 
J.  3.  Dobbie,  D.Sc,  MA. 

"  Feist  and  Amstein's  Isoamarine."  F.  R.  Japp,  F.R.S.,  and 
James  Moir,  M.A.,  B.Sc. 

"  On  the  Condensation  of  Formaldehyde  with  Malonic  Ester, 
and  on  the  Synthesis  of  Pentamethylenetricarboxylic  Acid.'' 
J.  F.  Bottoinley  and  W.  H.  Perkin,  jun. 

"  The  Volumetric  Estimation  of  Potassium."  R.  H.  Adie,  M.A., 
and  T.  B.  Wood,  M.A. 

It  was  far  from  being  an  enlivening  list,  and  the  few 
pharmacists  present  had  the  consciousness  that  they  would 
have  to  wait  until  the  very  end  to  hear  the  only  paper  which 
interested  them — viz.,  that  by  Messrs.  Adie  and  Wood  on 
the  volumetric  estimation  of  potash  ;  but  Mr.  Adie's  Cam- 
bridge colleagues,  Mr.  Sell  and  Dr.  Ruhemann,  occupied  the 
first  hour  of  the  proceedings,  and  Mr.  Adie  had  either  to 
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sacrifice  his  last  train  for  Cambridge  or  the  chance  of 
occupying  five  minutes  with  an  abstract  of  his  paper.  So 
he  and  Mr.  Sell  caught  the  9.35. 

In  further  study  of  citrazinic  acid  Mr.  Sell  and  Mr. 
Dootson  have  prepared  aminotetrachloropyridine  from  the 
diamide  of  beta-oxyglutaric  acid  through  the  action  of 
phosphorus  pentachloride,  and  the  present  paper  was  a  dis- 
cussion of  its  properties  and  probable  constitution. 

Dr.  Ruhemann  is  working  on  an  allied  subject — in  fact, 
after  forty  minutes'  sonorous  talk,  he  finished  his  com- 
munication by  saying,  "Mr.  Sell  begins  with  citrazinic 
acid ;  I  cease  with  it."  He  and  his  co-workers  at  Caius 
College  laboratories  have  already  shown  in  their  investiga- 
tion of  the  interaction  of  organic  bases  with  ethyl  phenyl  - 
propiolate  that  heterocyclic  compounds  are  formed.  Thus 
benzamidine,  acting  at  the  temperature  of  the  water-bath, 
produces  benzalphcnylglyoxalidone  and  diphenylpyrimidone. 
Dr.  Ruhemann  now  reported  more  fully  upon  the  allied 
action  of  urea,  thiourea,  and  guanidine,  submitting  his 
results  with  great  vocal  and  blackboard  detail,  to  the 
evident  enjoyment  of  the  meeting,  and  concluded  with  the 
observation  that  ethyl  propenetetracarboxylate  on  reaction 
with  ammonia,  yields  ethyl  aa'-dibydroxypyridine-/J,y-dicarb- 
oxylate,  which,  on  hydrolysis  with  hydrochloric  acid,  loses 
the  0CO2H  group,  and  yields  citrazinic  acid.  The  President 
regretted,  with  a  smile,  that  Mr.  Sell  had  gone.  So  the 
Fellows  were  content  to  know  that  Dr.  Ruhemann  had  ceased 
with  citrazinic  acid,  and  looked  with  expectancy  to  the  next 
paper— that  by  Messrs.  Fope  and  Peachev.  The  gist  of  it 
was  given  in  a  few  sentences  by  Mr.  Pope.  The  salts  spoken 
of  are  mentioned  in  the  title  already  given,  and  we  need  only 
add  that  the  authors  conclude  from  their  study  of  these 
compounds  that,  if  sulphur  really  exists  as  a  quadrivalent 
element,  the  four  atoms  directly  and  independently  attached 
to  the  sulphur  atom  lie  in  the  same  plane  as  the  latter,  and 
that  quadrivalent  sulphur  cannot  lead  to  enantiomorphous 
configurations. 

Dr.  M.  0.  Forster  then  briefly  described  the  derivatives 
of  nitrocamphane,  CjHu.CHj.CHNOj,  which  he  has  obtained, 
and  the  rest  of  the  papers  were  taken  as  read  ;  Professor 
Dunstan  announcing  that,  at  the  Victor  Meyer  Memorial 
lecture  by  Professor  Thorpe,  on  Thursday,  February  8,  Sir 
Henry  Roscoe  would  take  the  chair. 


Society  of  Chemical  Industry. 

London  Section. 

A  MEETING  of  the  Section  was  held  at  Burlington  House, 
Piccadilly,  W..  on  February  5,  Mr.  Boverton  Redwood 
occupying  the  chair.    Mr.  H.  R.  Le  SUEUR  read  a  paper  on 

safelower  oil, 

the  oil  of  Carthamits  tinctoria.  The  paper  was  a  continua- 
tion of  a  previous  communication,  and  was  to  the  effect  that 
the  oil  contained  the  saturated  acids,  palmitic  and  stearic, 
and  the  unsaturated  acids,  linoleic  and  oleic.  In  reply  to 
Mr.  Gordon  Salamon,  the  author  said  the  twelve  samples  of 
oils  examined  were  of  Indian  origin — he  had  not  compared 
them  with  samples  from  Western  Europe  ;  and  in  reply  to  Dr. 
Lewkowitch,  he  said  one  particular  sample,  of  sp.  gr.  0  962, 
was  a  black  oil  obtained  by  a  sort  of  dry  distillation,  and  used 
by  the  natives  for  waterproofing-purposes. 

Mr.  Oscar  Guttmann  then  gave  an  addendum  to  a  paper 
he  read  a  year  ago  on  safety  explosives,  in  which  the  theory 
then  advanced  of  the  ignition  of  the  gases  developed,  was 
supported  by  additional  evidence. 

The  Chairman  next  called  on  Dr.  W.  S.  Squire  to  read  his 
paper  on 

RECENT  OBJECTIONS  AGAINST  THE  METRIC  SYSTEM. 

Dr.  Squire  said  some  time  ago  a  number  of  gentlemen 
interested  in  the  metric  system  of  weights  and  measures 
interviewed  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  after 
putting  their  arguments  forward,  Mr.  Ritchie  remarked  that 
there  must  be  something  good  about  the  present  system  or 
two  such  practical  nations  as  the  British  and  American 
would  not  have  adopted  it.  The  present  system,  Dr.  Squire 
said,  never  was  adopted— it "  grew  up  "  ;  and  he  then  sketched 
the  origin  of  the  system  as  far  as  could  be  traced.  Many  of 
the  units  were  adopted  from  measurements  of  parts  o.f  the 


body.  The  distance  from  the  elbow  to  the  end  of  the  second 
finger  gave  the  cubit,  probably  the  most  ancient  measure  of 
all.  The  cubit  was  used  in  the  construction  of  the  Great 
Pyramid,  and  averaged  2063  inches.  The  lecturer  then 
referred  to  the  works  of  Mr.  John  Taylor  ("  Battle  of  the 
Standards  ")  and  Professor  Piazzi  Smyth  ("  Life  and  Work  at 
the  Great  Pyramid  "),  who  maintained  that  our  measures 
have  been  derived  from  those  of  the  Great  Pyramid ; 
characterising  these  writings  as  an  example  of  how  scientific 
men  with  religious  monomania  are  led  away.  Other  pro- 
portions of  the  human  body  have  given  us  the  foot,  the  span 
(thumb  and  little  ringer  extended  to  the  utmost),  the  hand 
(still  used  for  measuring  horses),  and  the  fathom  (the 
distance  between  the  tips  of  the  fingers  of  the  extended 
arms).  The  ounce  applied  to  weights  originally  meant,  as 
the  word  denotes,  a  twelfth  part  of  anything,  the  troy  ounce 
being  thus  the  only  true  ounce  we  have. 

Natural  objects  furnished  a  variety  of  units :  the  barley- 
corn, of  which  three  "round  and  dry," according  to  a  statute 
of  Edward  II.,  made  1  inch  ;  the  yard  and  the  pole,  whicli 
the  lecturer  thought  originated  from  the  first  two  sticks 
handy  at  the  time,  as  witness  the  fact  of  the  pole  being 
5§  yards.  The  mile  originated  from  the  Roman  one  of 
1,000  paces.  This  was  the  true  mile;  but  now  the  mile 
seemed  to  mean  any  large  customary  measure  of  length. 
The  Scotch  mile  was  1.976  yards,  the  Irish  mile  2,240  yards, 
and  the  Welsh  mile  4  English  miles.  With  one  of  the 
flashes  of  dry  humour  with  which  the  lecture  was  illumi- 
nated Dr.  Squire  said  he  thought  the  Roman  mile  was  still 
used  by  cabmen.  The  pound,  or  pondus,  did  not  originally 
signify  any  particular  weight,  and  seems  to  have  varied 
from  12  to  28  07.  As  to  the  stone,  Dr.  Squire  said  he 
believed  that  in  some  parts  of  Devonshire  butter  was  still 
weighed  at  farmhouses  by  the  "  pound  stone."  Our  ancestors 
seem  to  have  picked  stones  from  the  brook,  and  adopted 
them  as  standards  ;  one  weighing  8  lbs.  was  used  for  meat, 
a  larger  one  (16  lbs.)  for  tea,  and  a  good-sized  one,  weighing 
32  lbs.,  for  hemp.  The  Act  of  1824,  in  which  Imperial 
weights  and  measures  were  laid  down,  and  the  Commission 
which  led  up  to  it,  were  then  mentioned.  The  pendulum 
method  of  restoring  the  standard  yard  mentioned  in  the 
Act,  and  pound  deduced  from  the  weight  of  a  cubic  inch 
of  water  at  62°  F.,  were  superseded  after  the  researches  of 
Captain  Kates,  which  resulted  in  the  adoption  of  standards 
of  which  copies  were  sent  to  -various  centres  and  could  be 
used  for  making  correct  measures  and  weights.  Dr.  Squire 
said  he  did  not  know  the  origin  of  "  avoirdupois,"  unless  it 
was  to  distinguish  between  weights  which  have  weights 
and  weights  which  have  none,  and  proceeded  to  enlarge  on 
the  absurdity  of  having  two  differing  ounces  and  pounds. 
The  only  bright  spot  in  our  Imperial  measures  was  the  gallon 
of  water  weighing  10  lbs.  Referring  to  the  coincidences  of 
the  Imperial  and  metric  measures,  which  Sir  Frederick 
Bramwell  pointed  out  some  sixteen  years  ago  in  that  room, 
Dr.  Squire  said  coincidences  were  no  argument,  and,  if  they 
were,  the  metric  system,  being  made  up  of  coincidences,  had 
the  best  of  it. 

In  regard  to  Sir  F.  Bramwell's  objections  to  the  metric 
system,  urged  in  a  letter  to  the  Times  last  March,  Dr.  Squire 
said  it  really  did  not  matter  that  the  quadrant  measure  of 
the  earth  liad  since  been  found  to  be  inaccurate,  as  the 
main  thing  was  to  have  fixed  on  a  unit ;  the  metric  method 
of  doing  it  was  surely  as  good  as  taking  a  brass  weight  (as 
the  1824  Act  did),  which  lost  weight  if  it  were  cleaned  and 

j  gained  if  it  were  not.  The  kilogramme,  it  has  been  urged,  is 
inconveniently  large.    This,  the  lecturer  said,  may  be  so  for 

j  confectionery  and  tobacco,  but  surely  it  was  not  for  coal : 
they  could  not  have  one  denomination  convenient  for  every 
purpose.  Sir  F.  Bramwell  said  he  bad  often  noticed  that  at 
the  French  railway-stations  the  booking-clerks  had  to  figure 
out  the  price  of  the  tickets  on  paper  before  they  could  tell  the 
amount.  This,  Dr. .Squire  said,  was  due  to  the  employment 
of  elderly  women  as  booking-clerks,  who  were  not,  as  a  rule, 
lightning  calculators.  It  has  also  been  urged  that  the 
decimal  point  is  apt  to  get  misplaced,  but  that  was  not  the 
lecturer's  experience.  The  fact  that  the  figure  10  was  net 
readily  divisible  was  another  objection  urged  against  the 
metric  system;  but  they  should  bear  in  mind  that  the 
system  was  really  a  milliary  system,  and  that  1,000  was 
divisible  by  2,4,  5,  and  8.  In  conclusion,  Dr.  Squire  pointed 
out  that   the  kilowatt  used  by  the  Hoard  of  Trade  as  a 


258 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


February  10,  1900 


standard  for  electric  current  and  the  postal  parcel-limit  of 
11  lbs.  (5  kilogrammes)  were  already  in  use  and  caused  no 
inconvenience.  The  use  of  metric  money  was  Utopian,  as 
the  rate  of  exchange  between  countries  was  always  varying, 
but  it  was  not  so  with  weights  and  measures. 

DISCUSSION. 

•  The  Chairman  said  Dr.  Squire  had  presented  his  facts  in 
a  very  entertaining  manner.  The  Century  Dictionary  gave 
the  origin  of  "  avoirdupois "  as  "  aver  de  pois,"  literally 
"  goods  of  weight,"  "  aver  "  being  an  old  Scotch  word  for 
substance,  property,  or  beast  of  burden. 

Dr.  Divers  said  the  Japanese  used  a  decimal  system  of 
weights  and  measures,  but  not  the  metric  system.  He 
mentioned  also  that  from  long  residence  among  the 
Japanese  he  had  formed  a  high  opinion  of  them,  and 
instanced  their  enlightened  policy  as  regards  vaccination. 

Mr.  O.  Guttmann  remembered  the  introduction  of  the 
metric  system  into  Austria  in  1876,  and  said  the  people  were 
able  to  adapt  themselves  entirely  to  the  system  in  two 
years.  He  noticed,  however  that  the  people,  preferred 
certain  weights,  such  as  the  dekagramme,  which  is  simply 
known  as  the  "  decka,"  and  the  decilitre,  called  the  "  deci." 
They  should  remember,  however,  that  the  English  system  of 
machine  and  screw  plates  and  the  standards  of  gas-pipes 
and  screw-threads  were  in  use  in  every  country  in  the  world, 
except  France,  and  that  as  the  English  did  the  bulk  of  the 
shipping  of  the  world  the  tools  for  repairing  ships  at  foreign 
ports  were  naturally  founded  on  the  English  system.  To 
change  the  machinery,  tools,  and  standards  would  mean 
an  expense  which  few  manufacturers  could  stand.  As  to  the 
ease  of  calculating  in  the  metric  system  which  its  advo- 
cates pointed  out,  the  speaker  said  that  although  by  no 
means  a  born  calculator,  he  would  undertake  to  do  a  calcu- 
lation in  the  Imperial  system  quicker  than  a  competitor 
could  do  a  similar  one  in  the  metric  system. 

Another  speaker  alluded  to  the  loss  in  trade  which  would 
ultimately  result  to  British  traders,  and  mentioned  that  the 
metric  system  was  really  an  English  idea,  as  James  Watt 
introduced  it  to  the  notice  of  the  French  authorities,  who 
subsequently  adopted  it. 

Dr.  Squire,  in  reply,  said  it  was  undoubtedly  a  fact  that 
screws  and  pipes  were  measured  by  the  Imperial  system,  but 
there  are  signs  that  the  metric  system  will  soon  replace  it. 

Manchester  Section. 

At  the  meeting  held  at  the  Victoria  Hotel  on  February  2, 
Dr.  Grossman  in  the  chair, 

the  title  "doctor" 

was  the  first  subject  discussed,  Mr.  A.  E.  Powell  asking  the 
Chairman  to  rule  as  to  the  assumption  of  the  title  "  Dr."  in 
connection  with  publications  of  the  proceedings  of  their 
Society.  He  thought  it  was  generally  understood  that 
gentlemen  who  held  the  title  of  "  Dr."  in  science  or 
philosophy,  or  any  other  degree,  were  proud  of  it.  If  the 
right  use  of  the  title  concerned  their  Society,  it  was  time  they 
set  their  house  in  order.  He  had  been  waiting  for  the  passing 
of  a  Bill  introduced  into  the  House  of  Commons  in  1898,  and 
supported  by  Mr.  Sidebotham,  M.P.,  and  others,  dealing  with 
what  Mr.  Sidebotham  called  foreign  degrees.  He  (Mr. 
Powell)  thought  it  was  due  to  the  British  public  that  they 
should  safeguard  the  position  of  English  chemists.  Men 
came  into  this  country  from  the  Continent  and  were  called 
"doctors"  just  because  they  came  from  the  Continent. 
(Laughter.)  He  took  this  matter  up  in  1897,  and  sent  a 
resolution  to  the  General  Secretary  on  the  subject  which 
he  intended  to  bring  forward  for  discussion,  but  was  asked 
to  keep  it  back  out  of  deference  to  the  feelings  of  certain 
people  who  at  that  time  might  have  been  seriously  affected 
by  the  shock  which  such  a  proposition  might  have  had  upon 
them. 

The  Chairman  said  Mr,  Powell  had  a  big  job  before  him 
if  he  was  going  to  take  up  every  grievance  in  this  country. 
They  could  not  stop  people  calling  a  man  "  Dr."  or  "  Pro- 
fessor," and  Mr.  Powell  was  mistaken  if  he  supposed  the 
title  of  "Dr."  carried  anything  with  it.  He  believed  they 
could  buy  it  for  51.,  and  after  further  remarks  added,  "  If  you 
go  to  Heidelberg,  a  man  with  more  money  than  another 
does  not  stop  at  '  Dr.'    He  is  called  a  '  Baron."'  "  (Lano-hter.) 


Mr.  Powell  capped  that  by  saying :  "  It  is  not  generally 
known  that  if  you  become  a  member  of  this  Society,  you 
can  call  yourself  '  Dr.' " 

The  meeting  resolved  not  to  go  into  the  question. 

recovery  op  glycerin. 

Mr.  George  E.  Davis,  F.I.C.,  read  a  paper  entitled  "  The 
Winning  of  Glycerin  from  Soap-lees."  He  said  it  was 
astonishing  how  little  was  known  of  the  processes  of 
evolution  which  had  turned  the  crude  glycerin  of  ten  years 
ago  into  the  splendid  glycerin  of  to-day.  Analyses  of 
glycerin  for  pharmaceutical  chemists  then  had  shown  that 
it  contained  a  small  proportion  of  arsenic.  The  refining  of 
glycerin  was  a  fine  art,  as  those  who  engaged  in  it  soon  find 
out.  Mr.  Davis  described  at  length  the  various  processes  of 
distillation,  and  then  commented  upon  the  requirements  of 
the  British  Pharmacopoeia  as  to  the  tests  required  for 
glycerin.  They  could  not  reduce  taste  and  smell  to  figures  : 
if  anybody  could  do  that  it  would  be  very  valuable.  Two 
persons  could  take  samples  of  chemically  pure  glycerin,  and 
tell  the  difference  between  them,  but  that  difference  could 
not  be  expressed  to  a  third  party. 

After  some  remarks  by  the  Chairman,  Mr.  Terry  said  Mr- 
Davis  had  only  touched  slightly  on  the  spirit  of  his  paper — 
viz.,  "  winning  "  glycerin  from  spent  soap-lees.  Further  par- 
ticulars, he  supposed,  were  to  be  sought  elsewhere.  Scott's 
process  had  succeeded  somebody  else's  process,  and  now 
they  had  Foster's  process.  He  should  like  to  know  the  yield 
obtainable  from  fat. 

Mr.  Davis  said  it  was  a  question  of  evaporation.  There 
was  not  much  difference  in  the  processes.  A  good  deal 
depended  upon  accuracy.  After  mentioning  Fullerton's 
system,  he  said  there  were  stories  going  about  as  to  a 
10-per-cent.  yield,  but  some  only  gave  6  or  7  per  cent. 
Where  a  workman  wasted  material,  as  was  sometimes  done, 
an  employer  could  not  give  accurate  results. 

Another  member  said  it  was  not  fair  to  separate  the  two 
glycerins — that  made  from  stearine,  and  the  other  from  soap- 
lees.    One  was  as  pure  as  the  other. 

Mr.  Powell  said  it  was  common  knowledge  that  glycerin 
from  stearine  was  altogether  superior  to  that  from  soap-lees. 

Mr.  Davis  said  he  went  to  a  chemist's  for  a  bottle  of 
chemically  pure  glycerin,  and  was  rather  surprised  when 
they  asked  him  whether  he  wanted  a  sixpenny  bottle  or  a 
shilling  bottle,  he  supposing  that  the  shilling  bottle  was  as 
big  again  as  the  other.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  sixpenny 
bottle  was,  if  anything,  bigger  than  the  shilling  bottle. 
(Laughter.)  The  stuff  had  the  same  appearance  in  both 
bottles.  He  bought  both,  but  when  he  emptied  the  sixpenny 
bottle  he  found  a  considerable  difference  in  the  quality. 
The  two  glycerins  had  looked  alike  owing  to  the  colour  of 
the  glass.  (Laughter.) 

After  some  conversation  as  to  the  solvent  properties  of 
glycerin,  a  member  said  he  put  a  drachm  of  dried  salt  in  a 
bottle  of  glycerin,  and  it  took  three  mouths  to  dissolve  it. 
Mr.  Davis  was  thanked  for  his  paper. 

Mr.  Zitzman  then  gave  some  rjractical  experiments  in 
glass-blowing. 

The  Rontg-en  Society. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Society  on  February  1,  Dr.  HUGH 
Walsham  read  a  paper  on  the 

Rontgen  Eays  in  Diseases  of  the  Chest, 

illustrated  by  lantern-slides.  Radiographs  of  healthy  lungs 
showed  a  perfectly  transparent  space,  but  if  there  were 
tubercular  infiltration  present  that  portion  of  the  lungs  came 
out  mure  or  less  opaque.  This  was  well  shown  by  the 
lantern-slides.  Examples  were  also  shown  of  pulmonary 
emphysema  and  pneumonia  consolidation.  Dr.  Walsham 
then  showed  a  series  of  slides  of  aneurisms  of  the  heart.  A 
curious  circumstance  was  noted  that  in  aneurism  of  the 
transverse  arch  two  bulges  were  often  shown  in  the  radio- 
graph,  and  in  the  discussion  the  opinion  was  expressed  that 
the  hearts  of  healthy  persons,  especially  those  who  had 
gone  in  for  athletics  in  youth  often  showed  normally  an 
upper  bulge.  When  taking  the  radiographs  Dr.  Walsham 
extends  the  patient's  arms  so  as  to  place  the  scapula  edge- 
wise, and  not  intercept  the  arrays  passing  through  the 
lungs.    The  exposures  given  were  two  or  three  minutes. 
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Mr.  A.  H.  Stewart  then  showed  a  small  Egyptian 
mummy  and  radiographs  taken  of  it.  The  mummy  was 
that  of  a  six-year-old  boy  embalmed  about  4,000  years  ago. 
The  twelve  folds  of  bandages — the  outer  one  richly  orna- 
mented— had  been  removed  from  the  mummy,  and  the  body 
painted  with  corrosive  sublimate  to  prevent  disintegration. 
The  radiograph  show  the  epiphyses  of  the  bones  very  well, 
and  the  permanent  teeth  in  the  jaw.  The  body  was  pre- 
served with  spices,  and  Mr.  Stewart  thinks,  from  a  peculiar 
opacity  shown  in  parts,  that  arsenic  or  antimony  may  have 
been  employed  as  well.  The  intestines  had  been  extracted 
through  a  small  hole  in  the  left  side,  and  the  brains  drawn 
out  through  the  nose,  the  head  being,  contrary  to  the  usual 
custom,  left  empty. 


Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Society  Reunion. 

On  February  2  the  members  of  the  Chemists'  and  Druggists' 
Society  of  Ireland  (Northern  Branch)  had  a  highly  enjoyable 
reunion  in  the  Minor  Hall  of  the  Y.M.C.A..  Belfast.  In  the 
absence  of  the  President,  Sir  James  Haslett,  M.P.  (who, 
although  but  recently  recovered  from  a  serious  illness,  is 
attending  to  his  duties  at  St.  Stephen's),  the  chair  was 
occupied  by  Mr.  W.  Jamison.  The  meeting  was  largely 
attended  by  the  members  of  wholesale  and  retail  sections  of 
the  drug-trade.  A  reception  committee,  consisting  of  the 
Chairman  and  Messrs.  W.  J.  Gibson,  John  Watson,  and  W.  J. 
Rankin  (Hon.  Secretary),  received  the  guests,  and  the  hall 
was  tastefully  decorated  with  plants.  There  was  also  an 
exhibit  of  stereoscopic  views,  microscopes,  and  other  scient  ific 
instruments  and  working  models  of  engines,  the  last- 
mentioned  being  constructed  by  Mr.  J.  D.  Carse,  one  of  the 
members.  Tea  was  served  by  the  ladies  between  7.30  and 
8  30,  after  which  the  Hon.  Secretary  submitted  his  annual 
report,  in  which  it  was  stated  that  both  numerically  and 
financially  the  Society  had  enjoyed  a  year  of  progress  and 
prosperity.  The  interests  of  the  trade  had  been  carefully 
watched,  and  much  useful  work  had  been  undertaken  with 
beneficial  results.  The  committee  keenly  appreciated  the 
honour  which  had  been  conferred  upon  the  Society  by  the 
election  of  Mr.  Jamison  to  a  seat  on  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council.  Their  Chairman  would  always  be  ready  at  all 
times  to  champion  the  cause  of  the  chemists  and  druggists. 
The  committee  were  further  gratified  to  learn  that  additional 
representation  could  be  secured  as  occasion  arose.  After 
alluding  to  the  illness  of  their  President,  Sir  James  Haslett, 
and  expressing  pleasure  at  his  progress  towards  recovery, 
the  report  next  referred  to  the  investigation  by  the 
Society  of  the  trading-stamp  system.  The  whole  system 
had  been  carefully  considered,  and  it  was  decided  to 
recommend  those  who  had  taken  it  up  to  discontinue 
it,  as  it  was  unworthy  of  encouragement  and  unlikely 
to  bring  satisfactory  results.  The  action  of  the  com- 
mittee in  endeavouring  to  minimise  the  evils  of  extreme 
cutting  in  patent  medicines  and  proprietaries  was  alluded  to. 
Correspondence  had  been  entered  into  with  various  manu- 
facturers, &c,  and  the  decision  which  the  committee  had 
arrived  at  was  that  manufacturers  should  fix  a  minimum 
retail  price,  and  bind  the  retailer  to  adhere  to  same.  The 
committee  believed  if  this  plan  were  generally  adopted  it 
would  simplify  matters  very  considerably.  The  report  con- 
cluded with  an  appeal  to  members  to  support  the  Society 
and  maintain  it  in  the  strong  and  vigorous  condition  to  which 
it  had  attained. 

The  Hon.  Treasurer  (Mr.  Gibson)  submitted  the  annual 
statement  of  accounts,  which  showed  a  considerable  balance 
on  the  right  side 

The  CHAIRMAN,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  reports, 
referred  at  some  length  to  the  various  matters  dealt  with. 
With  regard  to  the  cutting  of  proprietaries,  he  said, 
the  P.A.T.A.  in  England  had  accomplished  much  in  the 
direction  indicated.  Manufacturers  had  expressed  their 
sympathy  witli  the  efforts  which  were  being  made,  and  it 
Was  reasonable  to  expect  their  assistance  in  removing  this 
genuine  grievance,  lb'  further  urged  the  members  to  com- 
bine with  the  view  of  obtaining  relief  from  serving  upon 
juries,  which  to  many  country  traders  was  a  very  great 
hardship.  On  his  motion,  the  reports  were  unanimously 
adopted. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year  : — 
President,  Sir  James  Haslett,  M.P. ;  Vice-Presidents,  Messrs. 


T.  McMullan,  W.  Jamison,  W.  Doig,  J.  Watson,  and  S.  Clot- 
worthy  ;  Committee,  Messrs.  S.  Acheson  (Belfast),  H.  Back- 
house (Dundalk),  J-  Brown  (Belfast),  J.  McConkey  (Belfast), 
J.  Frackelton  (Belfast),  R.  Cambridge  (Carrickfergus),  S.  R. 
Hogg  (Belfast),  T.  Campbell  (Belfast),  W.  J.  Gibson  (Belfast), 
T.  Gillespie  (Banbridge),  W.  Lyttle  (Belfast),  S.  Hill  (Bel- 
fast), J.  McClements  (Newtownards),  J.  Gillespie  (Lurgan), 
S.  McDowell  (Belfast),  T.  W.  Reynolds  (Dungannon),  J. 
Richardson  (Belfast),  J.  H.  Shaw  (Belfast),  S.  Suffern  (Bel- 
fast), J.  Walsh  (Belfast),  and  J.  D.  Carse  (Belfast)  :  Hon. 
Secretary,  Mr.  W.  J.  Rankin ;  Hon.  Treasurer,  Mr.  S. 
Gibson. 

A  musical  programme  was  taken  up  then  and  gone  through 
with  zest,  and  Mr.  A.  R.Hogg,  a  member  of  the  Society,  who 
is  an  accomplished  photographer,  gave  a  cinematograph 
exhibition,  which  included  the  latest  war  pictures  inter- 
spersed with  a  series  of  portraits  of  leading  members  of  the 
Society.  The  portraits  included  Sir  James  Haslett,  Mr. 
Jamison,  Mr.  Samuel  Gibson,  Mr.  William  Gibson,  Mr.  W.  J. 
Rankin,  Mr.  Renton,  Mr.  Watson,  Mr.  W.  Dobbin,  J.P.,  and  a 
flash-light  picture  of  the  committee  of  the  Society.  To  these 
were  added  a  reproduction  in  colours  of  the  front  cover  of 
The  Chemist  and  Druggist  Winter  Issue  and  other 
specially-made  pictures,  including  "  A  Study  in  Oils,"  which 
turned  out  to  be  a  very  large  bottle  of  castor  oil,  and  "  Kid- 
revivers,"  a  picture  not  unconnected  with  Mrs.  Winslow. 
Mr.  Hogg's  crisp  remarks  upon  the  various  pictures  added  to 
the  amusement  and  pleasure,  and  ho  worked  in  a  graceful 
commendation  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  when  the 
cover  of  the  Winter  Issue  was  shown. 

A  very  enjoyable  evening  was  brought  to  a  close  with  a 
vote  of  thanks  to  those  who  had  assisted,  especially  to  Mr. 
Hogg  for  his  lantern-display,  and  to  Mr.  Osborne  for  various 
exhibits. 


Liverpool  Pharmaceutical  Students'  Society. 

The  usual  meeting  was  held  at  the  Liverpool  School  of 
Pharmacy  on  February  1,  the  President  (Mr.  Prosper  H. 
Marsden,  F.C.S.),  in  the  chair,  when  Mr.  Edward  Davies, 
F.C.S.,  F.I.C.,  lectured  on 

The  Liquefaction  of  Gases. 

The  remarks  of  the  lecturer  throughout  were  supple- 
mented with  experiments  which  "came  off"  without  ex- 
ception, and  which  helped  in  no  small  degree  to  hold  the 
attention  of  the  meeting  to  the,  at  times,  abstruse  points  so 
lucidly  illustrated  by  the  lecturer.  The  states  in  which 
matter  exists  were  enumerated,  and  the  effects  of  pressure 
and  intense  cold  upon  gases  were  then  gone  into.  The 
"critical  point"  was  defined,  and  its  importance  in  the 
question  of  the  liquefaction  of  gases  explained.  That  re- 
duction of  pressure  causes  a  reduction  in  the  boiling-point 
of  a  liquid  was  shown  by  a  simple  experiment  with  ether 
and  a  nitrometer-tube  filled  with  mercury  ;  the  volume  of 
ether  increasing  with  the  pressure,  and  decreasing  on 
reduction  of  this  pressure.  Water  was  boiled  by  the  appli- 
cation of  cold,  after  previously  heating  in  a  flask,  and  sealing 
the  flask  so  that  on  cooling  a  partial  vacuum  was  produced. 
The  cold  produced  by  the  evaporation  of  a  compressed  gas 
was  shown  to  be  equal  to  the  heat  evolved  in  the  procf  ss  of 
compression,  and  this  means  of  obtaining  low  temperatures 
was  discussed  with  regard  to  its  bearing  on  the  recent  dis- 
coveries of  liquid  gases  and  liquid  air.  That  evaporation 
caused  great  cold  was  shown  by  freezing  water  with 
evaporated  ether,  and  mercury  with  evaporated  liquid 
sulphur  dioxide.  A  series  of  experiments  was  performed  to 
show  the  meaning  of  the  term  "  spheroidal  state"  as  applied 
to  liquids.  Water  was  dropped  into  a  platinum  capsule 
heated  to  whiteness,  when  it  at  once  assumed  the  form  of  a 
sphere,  which  form  it  retained  until  the  temperature  of  the 
capsule  was  allowed  to  drop  to  a  dull  heat,  and  evaporation 
took  place.  Ice  was  produced  in  the  centre  of  one  of  there 
"  spheroids  "  consisting  of  liquid  sulphur  dioxide,  on  water 
being  allowed  to  run  into  the  same  heated  vessel.  The 
application  of  the  knowledge  gained  by  the  discovery  of 
these  modern  methods  of  liquefaction  of  gases,  the  lecturer 
said,  opened  up  a  wide  field  for  genuine  research,  the  pro- 
perties of  these  liquefied  gases  being  quite  different  from 
those  exhibited  in  the  ordinary  or  gaseous  state.    By  reason 
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of  this  one  was  also  led  to  see  the  justification  of  the  theory 
that  all  matter  consisted  of  some  simple  form  in  various 
physical  states  or  combinations.  At  any  rate,  the  way  to 
real  truth  lay  rather  in  regarding  bodies  from  not  only  a 
physical,  but  also  a  chemical  standpoint. 

A  good  discussion  ensued,  and  on  the  motion  of  the 
President,  seconded  by  Mr.  Wyatt,  and  supported  by  Mr. 
Cowley,  a  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered  to  Mr. 
Davies. 

Preston  Chemists'  Association. 

A  MEETING  of  this  Association  was  held  at  the  White  Horse 
Be-taurant,  Preston,  on  February  1,  to  discuss  the 

Present  Pharmaceutical  Position. 

The  attendance  was  small,  and 

Mr.  Williamson  (Secretary),  introducing  the  subject 
observed  that  a  great  deal  had  been  said  and  written  on  - 
pharmacy  law,  but  even  now  it  would  seem  that  all  did  not 
appreciate  to  the  full  its  object,  the  extent  of  its  operation, 
or  the  principle  on  which  it  was  based.    On  all  hands  they 
were  admonished  to  employ  only  clear,  definite,  and  em- 
phatic language  when  dealing  with  the  company-pharmacy 
problem.    Despite  the  attempts  at  freedom  from  ambiguity, 
they  had  not  thus  far  achieved  any  great  success  or  made 
much  advancement  in  the  cause  they  pleaded.    This  com- 
pany-question was  not  limited  to  their  profession  alone : 
it  was  a  question  which  embraced  and  immediately  affected 
the  British  public.    So  far  it  might  with  truth  be  urged  that 
the  general  public  had  not  given  evidence  of  any  keen 
desire  to  support  the  chemists'  cause  ;  but  this  was  due,  he 
thought,  to  a  want  of  knowledge  on  the  part  of  laymen,  and 
if  the  chemists  neglected  to  educate  them  they  should  not 
complain  of  lack  of  support.    Although  the  Pharmacy  Act 
of  1868  was  avowedly  passed  to  secure  "  that  persons  keep- 
ing open  shop,  &c,  should  possess  a  competent,  practical 
knowledge  of  their  business,"  it  did  nothing  of  the  sort, 
and  if  the  facts  proving  this  were  brought  home  to  the 
lay  mind  he   did  not  think  the  evils  from  which  they 
suffered  would  long  remain.    There  would  be,  he  felt  sure, 
an  earnest  desire  to  appeal,  to  the  House  of  Commons  to 
prevent  the  frauds  that  were  being  practised  on  the  public,  if 
thecountry  wereenlightened.  Theyshould  also  insist  uponthe 
Pharmaceutical  Council  guiding  them  in  this  crisis.  From 
that  body  they  had  hoped  for  much,  but,  strange  to  record, 
the  Council  had  adopted  an  attitude  which  was  little  better 
than  a  policy  of  absolute  inaction.    They  appeared  to  be 
"  waiting  for  something  to  turn  up,"  and  the  singular  ad- 
mission of  the  Law  and  Parliamentary  Committee  at  the 
last  Council  meeting  that  they  had  no  report  to  offer 
furnished  a  regrettable  proof  of  that  masterly  inactivity  of 
which  the  trade  were  the  victims     Also,  with  regard  to 
titles,  the  original  purpose  of  the  Act  had  not  been 
fulfilled,    and    all    that    absurdly    insufficient  measure 
did  was  to  protect  the  public  with  regard  to  the  sale  of  a 
lew  poisons.    It  was  their  duty,  he  urged,  to  sacrifice  minor 
matters  of  difference  in  favour  of  a  general  campaign  to 
secure  the  legal  recognition  of  individual  qualification,  and 
the  Council  of  the  Society  must  be  made  to  feel  that  from 
them  was  expected  definite  and  decisive  action,  as  some 
amends  for  their  present  indifference  and  carelessness. 

Mr.  Arkle  said  they  were  faced  with  the  position  of  a 
Government  strong  beyond  any  of  recent  years,  yet  unable  to 
give  one  tithe  of  the  time  required  to  domestic  legislation, 
and  therefore  most  unlikely  lo  consider  the  just  claims  of 
only  15,000  of  its  constituents.  Yet  chemists  should  keep 
I  heir  claims  well  to  tin'  fore.  Since  the  Lord  Chancellor 
executed  his  famous  somersault  a  long  parliamentary  holiday 
had  precluded  anything  being  done  on  their  behalf,  but  they 
must  renew  their  efforts,  and  he  did  not  think  they  ought  to 
rind  much  difficulty  in  persuading  his  Lordship  to  a  reason- 
able way  of  thinking,  especially  on  the  question  of  titles. 
To  the  lay  mind  the  answer  seemed  an  easy  one,  but  to  those 
who  had  given  any  thought  to  the  subject  it  bristled  with 
difficulties.  They  were  barred  from  approaching  Parlia- 
ment on  the  cutting  of  prices,  for  some  registered  men  were 
the  greatest  sinners  in  that  respect.  Nor  could  they  ex- 
clude all  limited  companies,  as  many  of  them  were  old- 
established  businesses  belonging  to  registered  men.  Nor 


could  they  plead  that  registered  chemists  only  sold  the 
genuine  unadulterated  article,  always  up  to  the  standard  in 
purity,  and  strictly  B.P.  A  blush  should  rise  to  the  cheek 
of  every  man  who  read  the  police-court  cases,  wherein 
shabby  defences  were  tendered,  where  arrant  nonsense  was 
talked  about  chemists  being  the  only  judges  of  the  goods 
they  sold,  the  B.P.  to  be  ignored,  and  all  the  thousand-and- 
one  quibbles  to  get  out  of  the  mire  in  which  a  man's  lack  of 
business-morality  had  placed  him.  This,  to  his  (the  speaker's) 
mind,  had  done  their  cause  more  harm  than  all  the  drug- 
stores combined.  It  had  "given  the  show  away"  and 
reduced  a  professional  man  to  the  level  of  the  street  hawker 
and  the  gutter-snipe.    He  proposed — 

That  this  Association  would  respectfully  urge  the  Council  to 
proceed  at  once  with  the  drafting  of  a  Pharmacy  Bill,  as  an  inde- 
pendent measure,  which  would  restrict  the  titles  and  practice  of 
the  profession  to  legally-qualified  chemists. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Watkinson  seconded,  Mr.  W.  F.  Livesey  sup- 
ported, and  the  resolution  was  unanimously  passed. 


Chemists'  Assistants'  Association. 

At  the  meeting  of  this  Association  on  Thursday,  February  1 — 
Mr.  F.  W.  Gamble  (President)  in  the  chair — Mr.  T.  E. 
Wallis  (Demonstrator  at  the  School  of  Pharmacy)  read  an 
interesting  paper  on  "  Aquatic  Plants."  There  was  a  fairly 
good  attendance  of  members,  and  a  short  discussion 
followed. 


Exeter  Association  of  Chemists  and  Druggists. 

The  annual  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at  the 
Albert  Memorial  Museum,  Exeter,  on  February  6.  Mr.  P.  F. 
Rowsell  (President)  was  in  the  chair,  and  there  was  a  repre- 
sentative attendance. 

Mr.  H.  Wippell  Gaud  (Hon.  Secretary)  read  the  annual  re- 
port, which  stated  that  during  the  year  four  meetings  had  been 
held,  at  which  various  subjects  affecting  pharmacy  had  been 
discussed.  The  subject  of  the  qualification  of  doctors' 
dispensers  was  considered  at  the  last  annual  meeting,  and  a 
resolution  was  sent  to  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  pointing  out  the  danger  incurred  by  the  employ- 
ment of  unqualified  persons  in  such  positions.  At  another 
meeting  the  draft  Pharmacy  Bill  issued  by  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society's  Council  was  considered  and  approved, 
with  the  exception  of  one  clause.  At  a  meeting  in  April, 
the  Lord  Chancellor's  Bill  relating-  to  company-pharmacy  was 
unanimously  condemned.  It  was  interesting  to  note,  con- 
tinued the  report,  that  the  Society's  suggestions  did  not  long 
survive  the  Exeter  criticism,  and  that  the  Lord  Chancellor's 
Bill  also  succumbed,  and  found  a  premature  grave  "un- 
wept, unhonoured,  and  unsung." 

Mr.  J.  W.  Lake  (Hon.  Treasurer)  submitted  his  annual 
statement,  and  both  reports  were  unanimously  adopted. 

Mr.  .1.  H.  Lake  moved,  and  Mr.  H.  Gadd,  J.P..  seconded, 
the  election  of  Mr.  'J'.  C.  Milton  as  President  of  the  Associa- 
tion for  the  ensuing  year,  the  motion  being  carried  unani- 
mously. 

Mr.  Milton  having  thanked  his  colleagues  for  the  honour 
done  him,  the  retiring  President  was  thanked,  and  Mr. 
Milton  took  the  chair.  Messrs.  H.  Wippell  Gadd  and  J.  W. 
Lake  were  re-elected  Hon.  Secretary  and  Treasurer  respec- 
tively, and  the  following  were  appointed  t  he  committee  : — 
Messrs.  H.  Gadd,  J.  If.  Lake,  Lemmoi),  Stocker,  Vinden.  and 
Stone. 

Mr.  C.  G.  Moon  then  read  a  paper  on 

The  Standardisation  ov  Drugs, 
in  the  course  of  which  he  said  that  in  all  analytical  work  it 
was  essential  to  have  some  standard,  and  it  seemed  to  him 
that  if  tin.'  chemists  were  in  possession  of  such  information 
it  would  be  to  their  mutual  benefit.  It  was  net  to  the 
benefit  of  a  town  to  waste  money  in  prosecutions  or  adver- 
tise that  the  drugs  supplied  were  bad.  The  Exeter 
City  Council  had  requested  him  to  prepare  a  set  of 
standards,  and  proposed  to  have  copies  circulated  among 
the  chemists  and  also  amons:  the  citizens.  He  suggested 
that  the  chemists  should  bring  forward  any  disputed 
points,  so  that  he  could  make  a  note  of  them,  and 
he     offered     to     submit    to    them    a     proof     of  the 
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standards  he  proposed  to  issue  so  that  they  could  make  com- 
ments on  it,  and  correct  any  points  in  which  he  might  be 
wrong.  They,  no  doubt,  had  noticed  the  letter  from  Dr.  John 
Attfleld  (C.  ,y  B.,  January  27,  page  126)  in  which  he 
appeared  to  decry  the  possibility  of  setting  up  any  standards 
at  all,  and  in  which  he  disclaimed  the  B.P.  as  a 
standard  suitable  for  use  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  to 
judge  the  purity  of  drugs.  But  although  they  knew  that  the 
B.P.  was  not  a  legalised  standard  they  were  well  aware  that 
under  the  Pharmacy  Act  it  was  an  offence  to  compound 
medicine  unless  in  conformity  with  the  B.P.  formula.  That 
being  so,  he  was  desirous  to  get,  if  possible,  a  public  ex- 
pression as  to  whether  it  was  not  right  and  proper  that  all 
pharmacists  should  loyally  adhere  to  the  formulas  laid 
down  in  the  B.P. — that  the  drugs  they  sold  should  be  in 
accordance  with  the  B.P.  It  seemed  to  him  exceedingly 
important  that  retailers  should  get  from  their  wholesale 
houses 

A  Definite  Form  of  Guarantee 

and  some  fuller  particulars  than  were  at  present  given.  All 
goods  ordered  should  be  accompanied  by  a  written  guarantee. 
Returning  to  standards  he  hoped  the  B.P.  would  not  be  made 
a  legal  standard  in  its  present  form.  There  was  no  doubt 
that  many  of  the  preparations  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act  should  be  absolutely  and  precisely  examined  by  the 
tests  laid  down  in  the  B.P.  With  regard  to  alkaloidal 
preparations,  however,  he  would  be  sorry  to  have  to 
use  processes  such  as  some  of  those  in  the  B.P. 
The  publication  of  such  standards  as  he  proposed 
would,  he  thought,  lead  to  amicable  feelings  between  the 
analysts  and  pharmacists  all  over  the  country.  The  one 
would  know  what  was  expected  of  the  other,  and  it  would 
certainly  tend  to  diminish  persecution.  He  hoped  some  of 
them  would  take  advantage  of  the  Defence  Fund,  which  also 
tended  in  the  same  direction.  It  was  not,  perhaps,  suffi- 
ciently recognised  that  there  were  difficulties  from  which 
analysts,  retailers,  and  wholesalers  suffered.  Analysts,  for 
instance,  had  not  got  standards  to  go  upon,  and  sometimes 
it  was  extremely  difficult  to  know  what  to  do.  In  order  to 
get  correct  information  on  those  points,  it  was  necessary 
that  one  should  go  through  a  number  of  statistics  and  a 
lot  of  work,  and  probably  find  in  the  end  that  he  had 
arrived  at  the  wrong  conclusion.  In  some  cases  whole- 
sale houses  did  not  list  certain  articles  which  retailers 
ought  to  keep,  or  they  omitted  to  describe  them  precisely, 
or  they  might  offer  drugs  which  were  not  absolutely  identical. 
That  was  a  very  great  difficulty,  and  in  those  cases 
where  wholesale  houses  did  not  provide  the  right  things  or 
did  not  label  them  rightly  some  Association  might  take  the 
matter  up,  and  enforce  the  true  and  correct  labelling. 
Wholesale  houses  had  difficulties  in  this  way.  At  times  it 
cost  so  much  to  get  the  right  articles  that  the  retailers 
would  not  pay  for  them,  the  result  of  store-trade  being  that 
the  public  demanded  cheap  stuff ;  so  that  the  true  articles 
were  scarcely  procurable.  In  conclusion,  the  speaker  dwelt 
on  the  importance  of  maintaining  public  confidence  in 
established  drugs,  in  order  that  the  public  might  not  fall 
back  upon  secret  remedies  and  patent  medicines. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Lake  said,  in  view  of  Dr.  Attfield's  remarks, 
they  could  scarcely  be  asked  to  recognise  the  present  B.P.  as 
a  standard.  Besides,  it  was  an  exceedingly  defective  work. 
The  processes  were  faulty,  and  so  in  many  cases  were  the 
methods  of  testing.  There  was  not  the  slightest  doubt, 
however,  that  the  B.P.  ought  to  be  regarded  as  the  proper 
standard  ;  but  before  they  accepted  it  as  such  they  should, 
as  far  as  possible,  select  and  separate  from  the  various 
formulas  those  they  knew  to  be  defective. 

Mr.  G.  Stocker  pointed  out  that  the  desire  of  chemists 
was  to  get  everything  according  to  the  B.P.,  and  in  ordering 
drugs  chemists  expected  them  to  answer  B.P.  requirements. 
He  proposed — 

That  the  Exeter  Association  of  Chemists  and  Druggists  are 
quite  prepared  to  recognise  the  B.P.  as  a  standard  for  drugs  and 
in  dispensing  prescriptions,  but  they  would  draw  attention  to  the 
fact  that  certain  tests  and  processes  require  modification. 

This  was  seconded  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Lake,  and  supported  by 
Mr.  H.  Wippell  Gadd  and  Alderman  Gadd,  who  said  the 
resolution  would  give  the  general  public  confidence  in  the 
chemists  of  Exeter.  The  resolution  was  unanimously  passed, 
and  before  the  meeting  concluded  Mr.  Bowsei,!,  expressed 


the  hope  that  the  members  would  avail  themselves  of  the 
opportunity  of  becoming  shareholders  and  members  of  the 
Chemists'  Defence  Fund. 


Plymouth,  Devonport,  Stonehouse  and 
District  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  of  the  Association  was  held  on  February  7, 
when  Mr.  C.  G.  Moor,  of  Exeter,  gave  a  lecture  on 

Bacteriology, 

which  he  illustrated  with  cultures  and  a  splendid  collection 
of  slides.  After  explaining  the  method  by  which  cultures 
of  micro-organisms  are  obtained,  the  lecturer  showed  slides  of 
various  organisms.  Among  the  slides  were  photographs  of 
cultures  on  gelatin,  obtained  by  exposure  to  the  air  in 
Oxford  Street  and  Wandsworth  Common.  Slides  showing 
bubonic-plague  and  cholera  organisms  were  also  exhibited, 
and  with  regard  to  the  latter  disease  the  lecturer  remarked 
that,  owing  to  excellent  quarantine  regulations,  there 
wrere  but  few  cases,  and  these  were  soon  stamped  out. 
A  peculiarity  of  the  organisms  of  Asiatic  cholera  was  that 
the}'  would  swim  about  like  small  fish.  Diphtheria-organisms 
were  most  interesting  from  a  bacteriological  point  of  view, 
because  in  cases  under  observation  the  bacteriologist  was 
frequently  able  to  give  information  which  would  be  of 
service  to  the  medical  practitioner.  The  organism  of 
influenza  was  extremely  small,  and  the  bacillus  was  very 
ditticu  t  to  get  and  to  keep  alive  when  it  was  obtained. 
Dealing  with  the  phthisis  or  consumption  culture,  the 
lecturer  remarked  that  so  far  from  being  incurable  the 
disease  was  one  which  was  eminently  curable  ;  a  far  greater 
number  suffered  from  the  disease  without  knowing  it,  the 
lesions  healing  up,  than  died  from  the  disease.  Taken  in 
time,  with  necessary  precautions,  such  as  change  of  climate, 
rest  from  work,  and  careful  clothing,  the  disease  was 
eminently  curable.  In  conclusion,  the  lecturer  showed  slides 
illustrating  cultures  of  the  bacillus  of  typhoid. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  J.  Davy  Turkey,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Woods  and  supported  by  the  President  (Mr.  F.  Maitland), 
the  lecturer  was  heartily  thanked. 


Chemists'  Defence  Fund. 

A  meeting  of  the  chemists  of  Liverpool,  called  together  by 
the  Liverpool  Chemists'  Association,  was  held  on  February  1, 
to  hear  an  address  by  Mr.  W.  S.  Glyn-Jones  on  the 

P.A.T.A.  and  the  Chemists'  Defence  Association. 

The  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  A.  S.  Buck,  who,  in  intro- 
ducing Mr.  Glyn-Jones,  stated  that  they  in  Liverpool  were 
not  perhaps  so  interested  in  the  new  scheme  as  chemists  in 
other  towns,  because  they  had  not  been  unduly  worried  by 
the  authorities. 

Mr.  GuYN-JoXES,  dealing  with  the  work  of  the  P.A.T.A., 
held  that  if  there  had  been  such  an  Association  twenty 
years  ago  the  cutting-evil  would  not  have  reached  its  pre- 
sent proportions.  One  of  the  many  results  of  the  Associa- 
tion's work  was  the  marked  increase  in  the  desire  shown  by 
proprietors  to  conciliate  the  trade  by  offering  them  profits 
arranged  for  under  individual  schemes.  The  Association 
did  not  object  to  such  schemes,  but  felt  it  their  duty  to 
protest  wdienever  a  proprietor  introduced  a  scheme  which 
attempted  to  guarantee  a  ridiculously  small  rate  of  profit, 
j  and  he  thought  that  the  trade  would  be  ill-advised  in 
accepting  such  arrangements.  He  then  described  the  aims 
and  objects  of  the  Chemists'  Defence  Association. 

Dr.  Symks,  proposing  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Glyn-Jones, 
said  the  P.A.T.A.  had  always  received  his  support.  He 
thought  i t.  was  work  in  the  right  direction,  and  if  it  had  nut 
succeeded  quite  to  the  extent  they  hoped,  it  was  due  to  the 
fact  that  retail  chemists  did  not  support  it  as  they  ought. 
Mr.  Glyn-Jones  had  stated  that  it  was  the  experience  of  the 
|  Pharmaceutical  Conference,  of  the  P.A.T.A.,  and  of  all 
'  local  associations  that  the  majority  of  the  trade  were  pre- 
pared to  accept  the  good  results  accruing  from  these  organi- 
sations, but  were  seldom  prepared  to  give  them  monetary  or 
any  other  kind  of  support,  and  he  was  glad  that  the  new 
Defence  Association  would  give  to  those  who  paid  a  sub- 
scription substantial  advantages  over  non-members.    He  had 
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taken  an  active  part  in  the  old  Chemists'  Association,  which 
had  its  headquarters  at  Birmingham,  and  he  thought  it  a 
great  pity  that  the  Association  had  been  allowed  to  fail 
through  from  lack  of  support.  This  new  departure  was 
avoiding  several  of  the  pitfalls  which  had  proved  disastrous 
to  the  old  Association.  He  would  like  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  to 
explain  whether  it  was  open  for  a  chemist  to  take  shares  in 
the  new  Association  without  paying  a  subscription  or  pre- 
mium ;  for  there  might  be  a  number  of  chemists  who,  like 
himself,  were  already  insured  against  dispensing  accidents, 
and  who  would  be  glad  to  support  the  new  movement  by 
taking  a  share,  but  they  might  not  be  prepared  to  pay  the 
annual  subscription  until  after  their  premium  with  their 
Insurance  Society  had  lapsed. 

Mr.  John  Smith,  in  seconding,  said  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  had 
perhaps  become  the  "  naughty  boy  "  of  the  Council,  but 
though  they  might  not  agree  with  him  at  all  times,  they 
always  welcomed  men  who  had  strong  convictions,  and  were 
not  afraid  to  announce  and  to  strenuously  contend  for  them. 
He  thought  it  was  a  compliment  to  the  committee  who  had 
drawn  up  the  rules  of  the  new  Association  that  the}'  had 
met  witli  so  little  serious  criticism. 

Mr.  'J'.  S.  Wokes  said  that  when  the  new  branch  of  the 
P.A.T.A.  was  first  mooted  he  was  opposed  to  it,  but,  having 
fully  considered  the  scheme,  he  thought  that  it  would  be  an 
advantage  to  the  P.A.T.A.  and  to  the  trade  generally.  He 
complimented  the  P.A.T.A.  upon  the  prompt  and  business- 
like way  in  which  they  treated  all  matters  referred  to 
them. 

The  Chairman,  in  putting  the  resolution,  said  lie  was 
especially  interested  in  the  rule  which  gave  the  Council  the 
right  to  refuse  undesirable  persons  as  members,  and  that  which 
provided  that  when  a  certain  sum  had  been  raised,  any  surplus 
remaining  from  the  years  working  would  be  divided  amongst 
the  members  so  as  to  reduce  the  subscriptions. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones,  in  his  reply,  stated  that  it  was  open  to 
any  chemist  to  take  one  or  more  shares  in  the  Chemists' 
Defence  Association,  although  he  did  not  pay  the  annual 
subscription,  and  he  hoped  that,  qualified  chemists'  assistants 
and  others  would  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  of  sup- 
porting such  a  movement  by  taking  shares.  The  directors 
had  hoped  that  before  the  statutory  meeting  in  March 
they  should  get  at  least  500  shares  subscribed  for.  He  was 
glad  to  say  that  they  had  already  exceeded  that  number,  and 
were  now  as  anxious  that  the  number  should  reach  a  thou- 
sand as  they  previously  were  to  reach  £00. 

The  Chairman  invited  the  meeting  to  fill  up  application 
forms  for  shares,  and  the  majority  of  those  present  did  so. 
A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Chairman  concluded  the  proceedings. 

Junior  Pharmacy  Ball. 

The  nineteenth  London  Junior  Pharmacists'  Ball  was  held 
at  the  Portman  Rooms,  Baker  Street,  W.,  on  Wednesday, 
February  7.  As  the  most  popular  chemists'  dance  of  the 
season,  it  met  with  full  measure  of  success.  We  understand 
that  over  350  tickets  had  been  sent  out,  and  estimate  that 
quite  250  persons  were  whirling  to  the  strains  of  Mr. 
Mortlock  Mann's  splendid  band  at  11  p.m.  or  occupying 
their  time  in  other,  probably  equally  enjoyable,  ways  in  the 
rooms  of  the  Portman  suite.  The  arrangements  were 
excellent,  and  the  company  provided  a  startling  negation 
to  the  cry  of  pharmaceutical  decadence.  The  genial  form 
of  Mr.  T.  C.  W.  Martin  was  once  again  welcomed  as 
the  picturesque  M.C.,  and  Mr.  Ralph  Cassie,  the  amiable 
Secretary,  and  his  committee  (Messrs.  Dixon,  C.  W.  Martin, 
T.  A.  Robinson,  J.  E.  Southon,  A.  H.  Solomon,  and  H.  C. 
Wright)  are  to  be  congratulated  on  their  unselfish  efforts — 
a  notable  feature  at  this  gathering,  where  strangers  are 
looked  after  equally  as  well  as  friends.  Supper  was  taken 
somewhere  about  midnight,  after  which  the  President  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  (Mr.  W.  Martindale)  proposed  the 
combined  toasts  of  the  evening,  "The  Junior  Pharmacy  Ball  " 
and  "  The  Ladies,"  to  which  Mr.  Cassie  and  Mr.  Robinson 
respectively  replied.  The  event  was  an  unqualified  success 
from  beginning  to  end. 

Glasgow  Chemists'  and  Drug-gists'  Assistants' 
and  Apprentices'  Association. 

At  a  meeting  held  on  February  2,  with  Mr.  J.  P.  Gilmour 
(President)  in  the  chair,  Mr.  W.  Bowie  read  a  paper  on 


The  Medicinal  Plants  of  the  Clydesdale  Flora 
The  author  protested  against  Ruskin's  statement  that  one 
had  to  travel  thirty  miles  from  Glasgow  to  get  to  the 
country.  There  were  still  many  rural  and  sylvan  haunts  of 
great  beauty  and  botanical  bountifulness,  he  said,  to  be 
found  within  easy  reach  of  the  city.  The  flora  of  the  district 
had  been  worked  out  systematically  by  many  generations  of 
devoted  observers,  many  of  them  in  the  humbler  walks  of 
life,  and  it  was  chiefly  owing  to  the  watchfulness  of  some 
of  these  humble  field-botanists  that  many  rare  species  had 
been  preserved  from  extinction.  The  labours  of  these 
enthusiasts  had  been  lately  compiled  and  published  in  a 
"Catalogue  of  the  Clydesdale  Flora,"  which  included  all  the 
native  and  established  plants  of  the  district.  The  frequent 
appearance  of  the  specific  name  "officinalis"  indicated  to 
what  a  large  extent  herbs  had  formerly  been  saleable  com- 
modities. The  official  plants  comprised  Conium  maculatum, 
Hyoscyamus  niger  (cultivated),  Digitalis  purpurea,  Aconitnm 
Kapellus  (an  eseape  from  gardens),  Atropa  Belladonna 
(gardens),  Humulus  Liipuhis,  Taraxacum  officinale,  Valeriana 
officinalis,  Arctostaphylos  Uva  Ursi  (Island  of  Cumbrae), 
Samhicus  nigra,  and  Aspidium  Filix-mas.  And  of  unofficial 
medicinal  plants  which  enjoyed  a  considerable  vogue 
amongst  country-folk  and  city  working-people  he  might 
mention  SaropTmlaria  nodosa  (figwort  or  rose-noble,  used  as 
an  antiscorbutic),  Symphytum  officinale,  Tussilago  far/a ra , 
and  Althcea  officinalis  (cough-remedies),  Menyanthes  tri- 
I  foliata  (as  a  depurative),  Potentilla.  Tormentilla  (a  popular 
astringent),  Geitm  urbanum  and  Polygonum  bistorta  (tonics), 
Inula  Helenium,  Agrimonia  eupatorium,  Salami m  Dulcamara 
(narcotics),  and  BTyssopus  officinalis  (for  its  carminative 
i  properties).  These  were  only  a  few  out  of  many  plants 
|  which  it  behoved  the  progressive  pharmacist  to  be  conversant 
with.  Apart  from  the  business-gains  and  the  scientific  and 
general  culture  to  be  acquired  in  a  knowledge  of  these 
plants,  there  was  the  pure  pleasure  and  the  health-giving 
value  of  plant-hunting  and  the  study  of  Nature. 

The  President,  in  thanking  Mr.  Bowie  for  his  paper, 
pointed  out  that  the  doctrine  of  signatures,  according  to 
which  Nature  had  given  certain  plants,  or  parts  of  them, 
the  appearance  of  the  organ  whose  diseases  they  were  in- 
tended to  cure,  had  been  responsible  for  the  adoption  as 
drugs  of  many  inert  substances — e.g.,  pile  wort,  Solomon's 
seal,  and  eyebright. 


Mills  of  2)eccasco  Cbcnusta. 


Bignold. — The  fate  Mr.  Walter  Bignold,  chemist  and  druggist 
45  Falcon  Road,  Clapham  Junction,  who  died  on  September  29, 
1899,  leaves  estate  sworn  at  814?.  18s.  2d.,  the  net  personalty  being 
683?.  10s.  Id.  The  deceased's  sole  executor  is  Mr.  George  Wallis, 
chemist,  64  Park  Street,  Southwark. 

Clarke. — The  will  of  the  late  Mr.  William  J.  Clarke,  chief 
partner  in  Messrs.  Clarke,  Piatt  &  Co.,  85  Gracechurch  Street, 
E.C.,  and  one  of  the  proprietors  of  Clarke's  blood-purifier,  &c, 
who  died  on  September  6,  has  been  proved  with  a  codicil  by  Mr. 
William  Clarke,  son,  Mr.  W.  C.  Clifford  Smith,  son-in-law,  and 
Mr.  R.  C.  Nesbitt,  the .  executors  of  the  testator,  whose  estate  is 
valued  at  36,824/.  12s.  4<?. 

Glossop. — Probate  of  the  will  of  the  late  Mr.  Chas.  Edward 
Glossop,  chemist  and  druggist,  Shirehampton,  who  died  on  March 
11,  1899,  has  been  granted  to  his  brother,  Mr.  Francis  Burdett 
Glossop,  and,  so  far  as  the  testator's  assets  and  property  in  his 
business  are  concerned,  to  his  widow,  Mrs.  Charlotte  E.  Glossop. 
The  estate  is  sworn  at  111?.  19s.  2<Z. 

Ramsay. — The  estate  of  the  late  Mr.  James  Ramsay,  chemist, 
Rusholme,  Manchester,  has  been  entered  at  7,395?.  19s.  7'?.  He 
appointed  his  wife,  Mrs.  Ramsay,  Mr.  Thomas  Ramsay,  and  Mr. 
Oswald  Hill  executors  to  his  will. 

Towerzey. — The  estate  of  Mr.  Alexander  Towerzey,  pharma" 
ceutical  chemist,  52  Royal  York  Crescent,  Clifton,  Bristol,  who 
died  on  November  10,  1899,  has  been  sworn  at  3,612?.  15s.  Id,  by 
his  widow  and  executrix,  Mrs.  Augusta  Towerzey,  to  whom  probate 
of  the  deceased's  will  has  been  granted. 

Woodward. — The  will  of  Mr.  Hy.  Woodward,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  Uttoxeter,  Staffordshire,  who  died  on  April  24,  1899,  has 
been  proved  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Woodward,  the  nephew,  and  Mr.  Arthur 
B.  Rolleston,  the  executors  of  the  testator,  wdiose  estate  is  sworn 
at  3,259?.  8s. 
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High  Court  Cases. 

A  Libel-suit  that  Failed. 

Before  Mr.  Justice  Lawrance  and  a  special  jury,  in  the 
Queen's  Bench  Division  on  February  7,  the  case  of  Warwick 
v.  Evans,  Lescher  &  Webb  came  on  for  trial.  This  was  an 
action  brought  by  Dr.  F.  J.  Warwick,  a  medical  practitioner, 
of  Columbia  Road,  Bethnal  Green,  to  recover  damages  from 
the  defendants,  the  wholesale  druggists  of  Bartholomew 
Close,  E.C.,  for  alleged  libel  contained  in  a  letter  of  April  19 
last.  The  defendants  denied  that  the  letter  was  defamatory, 
and  they  denied  publication. 

Mr.  Cyril  Dodd,  Q.C.,  and  Mr.  Ritchie  Macoun  were 
counsel  for  the  plaintiff,  and  Dr.  Blake  Odgers,  Q.C.,  and 
Mr.  Cautley  represented  the  defendants. 

Mr.  Dodd,  in  opening  the  case,  said  the  plaintiff  was  a 
graduate  of  Cambridge,  a  member  of  the  College  of  Phy- 
sicians, and  a  member  of  the  College  of  Surgeons.  From 
time  to  time  for  several  years  he  had  purchased  medical 
drugs,  &c,  from  the  defendant  firm.  Last  year  he  was 
appointed  lecturer  to  the  London  School  Board  on  "  First 
Aid  to  the  Injured,"  and  he  instructed  classes  on  that  subject, 
for  which  purpose  a  number  of  bandages  were  required.  In 
February,  1899,  Mr.  Clark,  a  traveller  representing  the 
defendants,  called  on  him  and  quoted  Is.  Id.  as  the  price 
of  certain  surgical  bandages.  An  order  was  given,  the 
bandages  were  delivered,  they  were  invoiced  at  Is.  l/l., 
which  price  the  plaintiff  paid,  and  he  afterwards  ordered 
some  more.  The  second  consignment  was  in  due  course 
delivered,  but  they  were  not  so  good,  and  the  plaintiff 
returned  them.  Nothing  more  was  heard  of  the  matter  for 
some  time,  when  defendants  wrote  that  there  had  been  a 
serious  mistake  in  the  price  of  the  first  lot  delivered,  which 
should  not  have  been  Is.  Id.,  but  12s.  lOd.  Plaintiff  repu- 
diated this,  and  said  the  traveller  quoted  1*.  Id.  as  the  price, 
*nd  that  sum  the  firm  had  accepted.  On  that  defendants 
wrote  to  the  plaintiff  a  letter,  dated  April  19,  in  which  they 
said :  "  It  appears  you  dispute  our  account.  We  may 
mention  that,  in  most  cases,  if  anyone  sees  we  have  made  a 
mistake  to  their  advantage  they  immediately  notify  us  of  it, 
as  we  presume  they  naturally  think  it  is  the  only  honest 
way  of  dealing.  If  you  prefer  to  take  this  advantage  of  it, 
we  must  simply  let  the  matter  drop."  That  letter  was 
opened  by  plaintiff's  wife  before  it  came  into  his  hands.  It 
plainly  charged  the  plaintiff  with  being  a  dishonest  man, 
who,  knowing  perfectly  well  that  the  bandages  were  not 
Is.  Id.,  but  a  much  higher  price,  was  dishonestly  keeping 
the  money  back  ;  and  for  this  libel  on  his  character  and 
reputation  counsel  asked  the  jury  to  award  his  client 
damages. 

Dr.  Warwick,  the  plaintiff,  was  called  and  gave  evidence 
in  support  of  his  counsel's  opening.  The  defendants'  letter 
of  April  19  was  given  to  him  by  his  wife,  who  had  opened  it, 
and  who  made  an  observation  to  him  about  it. 

Mr.  Dodd  :  Was  your  wife  in  the  habit  of  opening  your 
letters  ? 

Mr.  Justice  Lawrance  :  Most  wives  are.  (Laughter.) 

Witness  said  that  it  was  necessary  for  a  doctor  to  have 
someone  to  open  letters  which  might  arrive  at  his  surgery 
in  his  absence,  and  might  relate  to  urgent  cases.  His  wife 
had  his  full  authority  to  do  so. 

Cross-examined  by  Dr.  Blake  Odgers :  The  surgery  was 
the  right  place  for  business-letters  to  be  sent  to.  His  wife 
did  not  live  there.  In  the  invoice  sent  the  five  bandages 
were  invoiced  as  "one  2-inch,  one  3-inch,  one  4-inch,"  &c. 
The  numeral  referred,  he  supposed,  to  the  number  of 
bandages,  and  not  to  1  yard  length.  He  presumed  the 
bandages  were  the  ordinary  length— about  12  yards. 

Mr.  Justice  Lawrance  :  So  you  got  60  yards  for  Is.  Id.  1 

Witness  :  Yes.  He  believed  that  the  Is.  Id.  charged  was 
the  proper  price  for  the  articles.  He  had  bought  lots  of 
single  bandages  12  yards  in  length  for  3d.  at  a  local  chemist's 
shop. 

Dr.  Odgers  :  Will  you  give  me  the  name  of  the  chemist's 
where  I  can  get  12  yards  of  bandages  2,\  inches  in  width  for 
3d. '! — There  is  a  shop  close  to  me  ;  I  do  not  remember  the 
exact  address. 


Dr.  Odgers  had  the  coils  of  bandages  supplied  for  Is.  Id. 
piled  one  above  the  other  on  the  solicitors'  table,  where  they 
made  a  circular  column  some  20  inches  high  and  5  inches 
in  diameter.  On  plaintiff's  attention  being  directed  to  them, 
he  said  he  did  not  pay  much  attention  to  the  lot  when  they 
were  delivered,  and  did  not  know  if  he  had  that  it  would 
have  occurred  to  him  that  there  had  been  some  mistake  ; 
bandages  were  very  cheap.  For  the  five  shorter  (2-yard) 
;  bandages  supplied  on  the  second  order,  which  the  learned 
J  counsel  easily  held  between  the  fingers  of  his  hand,  witness 
thought  Is.  Id.  might  have  been  a  fair  price.  In  fact,  he  was 
invoiced  Is.  Qd.  for  them.  He  returned  them  because  they 
were  rough-edged  and  useless  for  his  purpose. 

Were  they  of  different  quality  1 — They  were. 

Mr.  Justice  Lawrance  :  Better  or  worse  ? 

Witness  :  About  the  same.    (Loud  laughter.) 

Mr.  Justice  Lawrance :  They  are  of  better  quality  and 
about  the  same.  (Laughter.) 

Dr.  Odgers  :  Your  counsel  was  trying  to  make  you  say 
they  are  inferior.    Are  they  inferior  ? — Yes.  (Laughter.) 

Witness  admitted  that  on  receiving  the  invoices  he  knew 
that  he  was  charged  Is.  Q-d.  for  the  handful,  and  Is.  Id.  for 
the  pile  of  bandages  on  the  solicitors'  table. 

Mr.  Justice  Lawra::co  :  You  thought  you  had  a  very  good 
bargain  1 

Witness  :  I  do  not  know  if  I  thought  so  at  the  time. 

Mr.  Justice  Lawrance :  I  do  not  know  what  you  thought 
if  you  do  not  tell  me.  (Laughter.) 

Witness :  I  do  not  know  that  I  thought  anything  about  it. 

Mr.  Justice  Lawrance:  If  Is.  Id.  would  have  been  a  fair 
price  for  the  first  lot,  a  fair  price  for  the  second  lot  would 
have  been  2d.  (Laughter.) 

Further  questioned,  the  witness  said  he  went  on  using  the 
sixty  yards  of  bandages  for  which  he  had  paid  Is.  Id., 
although  he  knew  that  for  the  second  and  smaller  lot  he  was 
charged  Is.  4rZ.  He  saw  no  reason  to  write  and  say  that 
there  must  have  been  a  mistake.  He  expected  Mr.  Clark  to 
call  again,  but  he  did  not  come.  Immediately  after  receiving 
the  defendants'  letter  of  April  19  he  went  off  to  his  lawyer. 
The  firm  acting  for  him  were  not  his  regular  solicitors. 

Which  partner  of  the  firm  did  you  know  ? — I  knew  Mr. 
Costerton.  I  did  not  see  him,  but  I  believe  I  saw  one  of  his 
clerks. 

Was  it  Mr.  Wright  1 — I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  Mr. 
Wright  or  not. 

Re-examined  :  It  never  occurred  to  him  that  there  might 
have  been  a  mistake  about  the  price  of  the  bandages  until  he 
received  the  defendants'  letter. 

Mrs.  Harriet  Warwick,  wife  of  the  plaintiff,  said  it  was 
her  custom  to  send  a  child  up  to  the  surgery  to  fetch  all 
letters,  which  she  opened,  except  such  as  were  marked 
"  Private."  In  this  way  the  letter  containing  the  alleged 
libel  came  under  her  notice. 

By  Dr.  Blake  Odgers :  She  knew  that  Evans,  Lescher  & 
Webb  supplied  her  husband  with  chemicals  and  bandages. 
Their  name  was  on  the  envelope. 

Mr.  Harold  Webb,  son  of  the  defendant  Mr.  Webb,  who 
attended  on  subpoena,  said  that  he  dictated  the  letter  con- 
taining the  alleged  libel  to  a  typewriter,  his  father  signed  it, 
and  it  was  afterwards  copied. 

Cross-examined  :  It  was  copied  by  an  office-boy  by  pressing- 
it  in  a  machine.  The  boy  had  no  time  to  read  the  letters. 
He  did  not  know  there  was  a  Mrs.  Warwick,  and  had  no 
reason  to  suppose  that  the  letter  sent  to  the  plaintiff  would 
be  opened  by  anybody  but  Dr.  Warwick  himself. 

Re-examined :  If  his  clerks  specially  wished  to  see  the 
letter,  they  might  look  it  up  in  the  letter-book. 

This  being  the  plaintiff's  case,  and  the  defendants  calling 
no  witnesses, 

Mr.  Dodd  addressed  the  jury,  arguing  that  the  letter  con- 
tained a  libel  which  was  defamatory,  and  was  published,  nut 
only  to  the  plaintiff's  wife,  but  to  the  clerks  in  the  defendants' 
office.  The  wife  received  their  letter,  which  practically 
accused  her  husband  of  being  a  dishonest  fellow,  and  the 
only  thing  a  gentleman  could  do  was  to  go  to  his  solicitor 
and  see  that  justice  was  done.  Though  given  an  opportunity 
to  do  so,  the  defendants  had  offered  no  apology,  and  he 
asked  for  such  damages  as  should  show  trading  firms  in  the 
defendants'  position  that  they  must  not  write  these  kind  of 
letters. 

Dr.  Odgers  followed  for  the  defendants,  submitting  that 
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the  time  of  the  Court  and  the  jury  was  being  wasted  over  a 
trumpery  action  which  arose  from  correspondence  over  an 
admitted  mistake.  Messrs.  Evans,  Lescher  &  Webb  wrote  to 
the  defendant  pointing  out  the  mistake  and  sending  a  cor- 
rected invoice.  Plaintiff  refused  to  pay  it.  Then  they  wrote 
offering  themselves  to  pay  half  if  he  would  pay  the  other 
half.  To  that  letter  plaintiff  never  replied.  If  Dr.  Warwick 
had  received  direct  the  letter  of  April  19,  which  was  intended 
for  him  and  sent  to  his  surgery,  and  his  wife  had  not  opened 
it,  there  would  have  been  no  action,  and  all  this  time  was 
being  taken  up  because  the  dear  lady  was  vexed.  What  was  the 
good  of  the  plaintiff's  Cambridge  M.A.  and  his  high  medical 
degrees  if  he  was  meekly  to  obey  his  wife  and  bring  an 
action  which  he  would  never  have  brought  himself  ?  There 
was  nothing  in  the  case. 

The  jury  intervened  before  the  learned  counsel  had  pro- 
ceeded far  with  his  address,  and  gave  a  verdict  for  the 
defendants. 

Mr.  Justice  Lawrancc  entered  judgment  accordingly,  with 
costs, 

Camphorated  Oil. 

The  case  of  Beardsley  v.  Walton  came  before  Justices 
Channell  and  Bucknill  in  the  Queen's  Bench  on  February  7. 
This  was  a  special  case  stated  by  the  Magistrates  of  War- 
minster, in  Wilts,  for  the  opinion  of  the  Court.  Information 
was  laid  on  October  21  last  by  Frank  Beardsley,  an  inspector 
under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  against  Messrs.  Walton  & 
Co.,  grocers,  at  Maiden  Bradley,  charging  them  with  unlaw- 
fully selling  to  him  camphorated  oil  which  was  not  of  the 
nature,  substance,  and  quality  demanded  by  the  pur- 
chaser. The  oil  contained  only  8  per  cent,  by  weight 
of  camphor,  instead  of  21  per  cent,  required  by 
the  British  Pharmacopoeia.  The  proceedings  were  | 
taken  under  Section  6  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1875.  At  the  hearing  of  the  summons,  objection  was 
taken  by  the  respondents,  Messrs.  Walton  &  Co.,  that,  as 
camphorated  oil  was  a  compound  drug,  proceedings  could 
only  be  taken  under  Section  7  of  the  Act,  and  no  offence  had 
been,  or  could  lie,  committed  under  Section  6.  On  the  other 
side  it  was  said  that  camphorated  oil  was  clearly  a  drug 
under  the  Act,  and  that  it  was  open  to  the  inspector  to  take 
proceedings  under  either  section ;  further,  that  Section  7 
was  primarily  intended  to  apply  to  physicians'  prescriptions, 
that  the  penalty  was  the  same  under  both  sections,  and  that 
all  the  prosecution  had  to  prove  was  that  there  was  a  sale 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  purchaser.  The  Magistrates  were  of 
opinion  that  camphorated  oil  was  a  compounded  drug,  that 
a  summons  could  only  be  issued  under  Section  7,  and,  the 
respondents'  contention  being,  in  their  judgment,  correct  in 
law,  they  dismissed  the  information.  Beardsley  now 
appealed.  The  Court  allowed  the  appeal  with  costs,  and 
sent  back  the  case  for  the  Magistrates  to  hear. 

Saccharin  Corporation  (Limited)  v.  Reitmeyer  and 
Others. 

In  the  Chancery  Division  on  February  7,  Mr.  Graham  asked 
that  this  case  should  not  come  on  until  after  the  action  of 
the  Saccharin  Corporation  v.  the  Anglo-Continental  Chemical- 
works  had  been  tried  before  Mr.  Justice  Byrne.  The  same 
patents  were  in  issue,  and  all  parties  consented.  Mr. 
Justice  Cozens-Hardy  ordered  the  case  to  stand  over  generally. 

Arout  Two  "Worlds." 

In  the  Court  of  Chancery  on  February  2,  Mi-.  Justice 
Kekewich  had  before  him  the  case  of  Henry  v.  Wilcox  k.  Co. 
Mr.  Warrington,  Q.C.,  for  the  plaintiff,  said  this  was  a  motion 
for  an  injunction  to  restrain  the  defendants,  Messrs.  Wilcox 
&  Co.,  chemists,  "  from  issuing,  printing,  publishing,  or  ad- 
vertising, or  otherwise  disposing  of  a  paper  or  publication 
now  being  issued  by  them  under  the  title  of  the  Medical 
World,  or  using  the  name  Medical  World."  For  many  years 
the  plaintiffs  paper  had  "  been  in  existence  under  that  title." 
In  December  last  it  readied  its  fourth  volume  and  161st 
number.  It  had  a  considerable  circulation  among  the 
medical  profession,  and  was  known  widely.  The  defendants 
had  put  into  circulation  a  paper  entitled  the  "Medical 
World,  an  international  review." 

Mr.  Cave,  for  the  defendants,  said  it  seemed  to  be  a  fact 
that  the  plaintiff  was  the  first  to  publish  ,i  paper  under  the 


name  of  Medical  World.  The  defendants  had  translated  a 
French  paper,  La  Monde  Mcdicale,  into  English  under  the 
title  of  the  plaintiff's  paper.  They  did  not  know  of  the 
plaintiff's  paper.  Obviously  a  mistake  had  been  made.  He 
was  ready  to  treat  the  motion  as  the  trial  of  the  action,  and 
submit  to  a  perpetual  injunction. 

Mr.  Warrington  said  that  an  injunction  would  not  be 
sufficient.  The  plaintiff  had  been  seriously  damaged,  and 
he  thought  there  should  be  an  inquiry  as  to  damages. 

Mr.  Cave  assented  to  this  course. 

His  Lordship :  I  must  warn  you,  Mr.  Warrington,  that  if  it 
is  discovered  that  the  amount  of  damage  the  plaintiff  has 
suffered  is  small,  I  shall  give  you  no  costs.  If  you  recover 
but  a.  trifling  amount,  I  shall  make  you  pay  them. 

Mr.  Warrington  :  If  your  Lordship  pleases. 

Oxine  (Limited). 

In  the  Chancery  Division  on  February  2,  Mr.  Justice  Cozens- 
Hardy  had  before  him  a  motion  in  the  action  of  Times  v. 
Oxine  (Limited),  by  which  the  plaintiff,  a  debenture-holder, 
asked  for  the  appointment  of  Arthur  William  Smith, 
chartered  accountant,  as  receiver  and  manager  of  the 
defendant  company,  its  undertaking,  property  and  assets, 
with  liberty  to  borrow  200/.  The  plaintiff  sued  on  behalf  of 
himself  and  other  holders  of  debentures.  The  capital  of  the 
company  was  20,000/.,  and  its  object  the  manufacture  of  a 
meat-essence.  Debentures  for  6.000/.  had  been  issued.  No 
opposition  was  offered  by  the  company,  which  was  stated  to 
be  in  voluntary  liquidation.  Mr.  Jusfrice  Cozens-Hardy 
granted  the  motion,  the  appointment  being  limited  to  three 
months. 

A  Lamp-post  Dispute. 

In  the  Queen's  Bench  Division  on  February  5,  before  Mr. 
Justice  Channell  and  Mr.  Justice  Bucknill,  Idris  &  Co. 
(Limited)  appealed  against  a  county  court  judgment  made 
against  them  in  respect  to  an  action  for  damages  by  the 
Crystal  Palace  Gas  Company,  for  injuries  to  a  lamp-post, 
caused  by  the  neglectful  driving  of  one  of  Messrs.  Idris 
&  Co.'s  servants.  The  County  Court  Judge  held  Messrs. 
Idris  to  be  liable,  and  they  appealed  against  this  decision  on  the 
ground  that  the  Act  implied  the  responsibility  of  the  in- 
dividual driver.  After  a  legal  argument  on  this  point,  Mr. 
Justice  Channell  decided  in  favour  of  the  gas  company,  and 
Mr.  Justice  Bucknill  concurred. 

Adams  v.  British  Medical  Association. 

Tins  case  was  mentioned  before  Mr.  Justice  Lawrance  in  the 
Queen's  Bench  Division  on  February  5.  Mr.  McCall,  Q.C., 
for  the  defendants,  explained  that  on  January  22,  the  case 
was  postponed  on  account  of  the  illness  of  plaintiff,  whose 
presence  was  essential.  On  Saturday  plaintiff's  solicitor 
wrote  that  plaintiff  was  so  ill  that  it  was  quite  impossible  to 
attend.  He  thought  it  would  be  summer  before  he  got  well, 
and  he  proposed  to  go  on  with  the  case  in  the  plaintiff's 
absence.  Mr.  McCall  confessed  to  be  quite  unprepared  on 
this  short  notice,  and  asked  for  a  further  adjournment.  His 
Lordship  said  the  action  of  the  plaintiff's  solicitor  seemed 
very  like  a  trick,  and  postponed  the  case  generally,  with 
leave  to  apply. 

Mineral-water  Litigation 

In  the  Court  of  Session,  Edinburgh,  on  February  2,  Lord 
Low  gave  decision  in  the  action  by  the  Pitkeathly  Wells 
and  Mineral-water  Company,  Perth,  against  Reid  &  Donald's 
Pitkeathly  Table-water  Company  (Limited),  aerated-water 
manufacturers,  Perth.  Pursuers  are  lessees  of  certain 
mineral  wells  in  Perthshire  known  as  the  Pitkeathly  Wells, 
and  sought  to  interdict  the  defenders  from  using  (lie  word 
"  Pitkeathly "  in  connection  with  the  sale  of  their  table- 
water.  The  defenders  contended  that  since  1874  the  late 
Mr.  Neil  Reid  and  the  late  Mr.  David  Donald,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Reid  &  Donald,  had  sold  aerated  water  manu- 
factured by  them  called  Pitkeathly  table-water,  not  as  water 
taken  from  the  wells,  but  as  water  manufactured  by  them. 
They  also  relied  on  certain  registered  trade-marks  used. 
His' Lordship  held  that  as  there  were  matters  of  fact  in- 
volved, he  could  not  deal  with  them  without  allowing  a 
|  proof,  which  he  did. 


February  10,  1900 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


265 


"  Royal  "  Baking-Powder. 

In  the  Chancery  Division  Mr.  Justice  Byrne  has  for  several 
days  been  engaged  in  the  hearing  of  an  appeal  on  behalf  of 
the  Royal  Baking-Powder  Company,  of  New  York,  from  the 
decision  of  the  Comptroller  of  Trade-marks,  whereby  he 
allowed  an  application  on  behalf  of  Wright,  Crossley,  &  Co., 
millers  and  manufacturers,  of  Liverpool,  for  the  registration 
of  a  trade-mark  to  proceed.  The  registered  label  was  for 
"  Royal "  baking-powder,  which  was  sought  to  be  registered 
as  an  old  mark  used  for  upwards  of  thirteen  years  before 
August  13,  1875.  They  stated  that  since  that  time  the  trade- 
mark had  been  used  by  itself  in  respect  of  baking-powder. 
The  Registrar  allowed  the  mark  to  be  registered  on  March  8, 
1898. 

The  American  company's  powder  was  introduced  into 
this  country  in  1871,  and  the  company  sold  in  1896  in  the 
United  Kingdom  249,000  tins  of  it.  The  objections  which 
they  made  to  the  registration  of  the  mark  by  the  Liverpool 
firm  were  that  the  application  contained  material  misrepre- 
sentations, did  not  specify  the  essential  particulars  of  the 
mark,  and  did  not  disclaim  any  right  to  the  exclusive  use  of 
the  added  matter  ;  that  it  was  not  a  trade-mark  within  the 
meaning  of  Section  64  of  the  Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade- 
marks Act,  and  that  the  mark  was  not  a  distinctive  label. 

His  Lordship  has  directed  the  appeal  to  stand  over  for  the 
Comptroller  to  argue  whether  it  was  necessary  for  applicants 
requiring  the  registration  of  an  old  trade-mark  to  disclaim 
any  portion  of  it. 


Pharmacy  Act. 

Going  for  Lewis's. 
A  CASE  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  against  "  Lewis's " 
(Limited),  a  large  drapery  and  "  miscellaneous  "  firm  trading 
in  Liverpool  and  Manchester,  was  heard  at  Liverpool  Police 
Court  on  January  31.  Defendants  sold  to  one  of  the  Society's 
officials  a  bottle  of  Collis  Browne's  chlorodyne,  on  which  the 
name  "  Lewis's  "  did  not  appear.  The  defendants  pleaded 
that  there  was  no  intention  to  defraud,  and  the  Stipendiary 
(Mr.  W.  J.  Stewart)  said  there  was  no  deliberate  attempt  to 
do  wrong,  and  imposed  a  fine  of  3*.  6d.  and  Zs.  6d.  costs.  The 
Society's  solicitor  asked  for  higher  costs,  adding  that  de- 
fendants were  quite  prepared  to  pay  the  costs  before. 
'•  Then  you  should  have  settled  with  them,"  replied  the 
Stipendiary.  "  I  cannot  allow  more  costs  on  so  small  a  fine." 

On  February  2  Messrs.  Lewis  (Limited),  Manchester,  were 
fined  40.s\  and  costs  by  the  City  Justices  for  selling  Browne's 
chlorodyne,  without  the  name  and  address  of  the  seller  on  the 
wrapper,  to  Arthur  Foulds.  Defendants  pleaded  that  in  the 
hurry  of  stamping  with  their  indiarubber  stamp  the  bottle 
sold  had  been  accidentally  missed,  as  had  two  other  bottles. 
Mr.  Robson  prosecuted  on  behalf  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Great  Britain. 

Excise  Act. 

Stills  and  Scents. 

On  February  7  at  Liverpool,  before  Mr.  W.  J.  Stewart, 
stipendiary,  Henry  Saunders  and  William  Hill  Saunders, 
32  Hanover  Street,  manufacturing  chemists,  were  summoned 
by  the  Inland  Revenue  authorities  for  keeping  a  still  without 
a  licence,  and  also  for  harbouring  goods  which  had  not  paid 
the  Customs  dues.  With  regard  to  the  first  case  the 
defendants  had  neglected  to  renew  their  licence,  and 
according  to  the  latter  information  the  defendants  were 
alleged  to  have  shipped  to  Australia  some  cases  of  scent 
upon  which  they  obtained  the  usual  allowance  or  "  draw- 
back" from  the  Customs.  The  goods  were  returned  to 
London,  and  thence  shipped  by  coasting  steamer  to  the 
defendants  at  Liverpool.  No  '  duty  had  been  paid  at 
London.  Defendants  said  there  was  no  secrecy  about  the 
matter.  The  cases  were  plainly  labelled  as  containing 
perfumes.  A  Customs  official  who  gave  evidence  as  to  the 
passing  of  the  invoice  containing  a  statement  of  the  goods 
said  it  did  not  occur  to  him  that  perfumes  contained  spirit. 
Mr.  Stewart  said  that  the  affair  seemed  to  be  the  result  of 
an  oversight.  It  was  obviously  done  without  any  attempt 
at  concealment.  On  the  first  summons  a  fine  of  20.?.  and 
costs  was  impose],  and  the  second  was  adjourned  for  a 


fortnight,  in  order  that  an  arrangement  could  be  made  as  to 
the  amount  of  duty  to  be  paid  by  the  defendants. 

County  Court  Case. 

At  Spalding  County  Court  on  February  5,  Osmond  &  Son, 
agricultural  chemists,  Spalding,  sued  A.  Perry,  coal-merchant, 
Whitchurch,  for  1/.  4,?.  fcr  goods  supplied.  As  plaintiffs 
could  not  prove  the  delivery  of  the  goods  stated  to  have 
been  sent,  the  case  was  adjourned  to  the  next  court. 

Claim  for  Chemicals. 

In  the  case  of  Roberts  v.  Moore,  heard  by  Judge  Lumley  Smith, 
Q.C.,  at  the  Westminster  County  Court  on  February  6,  plain- 
tiff applied  for  the  committal  of  the  defendant,  described  as 
a  specialist  for  the  hair,  for  non-payment  of  a  judgment  debt 
in  respect  of  chemicals  supplied.  It  was  stated  that  the 
debtor  was  well  able  to  pay,  and  as  lie  did  not  appear,  his 
Honour  made  an  order  for  payment  in  a  week,  or  in  default 
committal  for  twelve  days. 

Living  in  Luxury. 

In  the  Westminster  County  Court  on  February  6,  the  case  of 
Charles  v.  Wilson  was  heard  in  which  the  plaintiff  applied 
for  the  committal  of  the  defendant,  described  as  a  chemist 
for  non-payment  of  a  judgment  debt.  It  was  stated  that 
the  defendant  had  recently  sold  his  business,  and  was  living 
in  luxury.  His  Honour  made  an  order  for  payment  in  a 
week,  subject  to  committal  for  twelve  days  in  default. 

Moulding  Fancy  Soaps. 

In  the  City  of  London  Court,  on  February  7,  the  Essential 
Oil  Importers  and  Exporters  (Limited),  62  Basinghall 
Street,  E.C.,  sought  to  recover  17/.  3.5.  bd.  from  Messrs. 
James  Alexander  &  Co.,  soap-makers,  18  Laurence  Pountney 
Lane  Hill,  E.C.,  for  certain  models  made  to  their  order. 
Defendants  employed  the  plaintiffs  to  make  for  them  certain 
metal  moulds  in  which  to  stamp  cakes  of  fancy  soap.  The 
moulds  were  to  contain  two  cups,  and  each  cup  was  to  contain 
a  detachable  shield.  The  shields  bore  a  variety  of 
devices  with  which  to  stamp  different  descriptions  of  soap, 
the  defendants  desiring  to  use  the  mould  for  their  different 
varieties  of  soap.  The  defendants  had  paid  the  sum  of 
4/.  6.v.  into  court  in  respect  of  other  items  in  the  account, 
but  they  contended  that  the  plaintiffs  were  not  entitled  to 
be  paid  for  making  the  moulds,  as  they  were  not  made 
properly.  The  Deputy-Judge  said  plaintiffs  had  not 
fulfilled  the  order  which  had  been  given,  but  owing  to  the 
very  loose  way  in  which  the  order  was  worded,  the  plaintiffs 
had  evidently  misunderstood  it.  The  plaintiffs  were  there- 
fore non-suited,  but,  as  the  defendants  did  not  give  a  plain 
order,  they  would  be  deprived  of  their  costs. 

The  Chemist's  Boy's  Siesta. 

In  the  City  of  London  Court,  on  February  6,  an  action  was 
brought  by  George  Willmott,  a  boy  14  years  old,  against  Mr. 
Benjamin  Goodman,  13  Upper  Thames  Street,  E.C.,  to  re- 
cover 50/.  damages  for  personal  injuries  suffered.  Willmott 
was  in  the  employment  of  Messrs.  Ashton  &  Parsons,  homoeo- 
pathic chemists,  Farringdon  Road,  EC,  and  on  November  12 
last,  after  having  his  dinner,  he,  with  other  boys,  sat  on  a, 
j  packing-case  5  feet  high,  where  he  enjoyed  his  siesta  after 
his  midday-meal.  A  van  belonging  to  the  defendants,  it 
was  alleged,  ran  into  the  box,  knocked  it  over,  and  the  boy 
was  thrown  to  the  ground,  when  the  van  ran  over  one  of  his 
fingers,  which  had  to  be  amputated  at  the  hospital  to  which 
j  he  was  removed.  The  other  fingers  of  the  hand  were  badly 
,  crushed,  and  he  could  no  longer  use  the  hand  as  he  formerly 
did.  He  was  employed  to  fill  bottles  of  tincture  of  myrrh, 
and  his  wages  were  9s.  a  week.  For  the  defence  a  large 
•  body  of  evidence  was  called  to  show  that  the  plaintiff  was 
I  dancing  on  the  packing-case,  and  fell  into  the  road  when  the 
defendants'  cart  was  passing.  Furthermore,  it  was  con- 
tended that  the  plaintiff  had  no  right,  even  if  he  were  sleep- 
ing, to  repose  upon  a  packing-case  which  was  on  the 
pavement,  he  thereby  being  a  trespasser  on  the  highway. 
The  Deputy-Judge  said,  apart  from  the  legal  point  about  the 
plaintiff's  right  to  the  highway,  upon  which  he  was  inclined 
to  find  against  the  plaintiff,  he  was  not  satisfied  that  de- 
fendant had  been  guilty  of  any  negligence,  and  therefore 
judgment  must  be  given  for  him. 
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Grocers  ano  proprietary  Hrttclcs. 


ON  Wednesday  evening,  February  7,  a  specially  convened 
meeting  was  held,  at  the  Hoiborn  Town  Hall,  of  the 
Grocery  and  Allied  Trades  Section  of  the  Proprietary  Articles 
Trade  Association  to  discuss  "cutting"  prices  and  to  pass  a 
resolution  urging  proprietors  of  well-known  proprietary 
articles  to  fix  prices  by  which  the  retail  trade  would  be 
guaranteed  fair  profits.  Mr.  John  Williams,  of  Manchester, 
said  the  committee  had  very  carefully  considered  the  system 
adopted  by  the  Chemists'  Section  of  the  Proprietary  Articles 
Trade  Association,  and,  in  view  of  the  great  success  achieved 
by  that  scheme,  the  committee  of  the  Grocery  Association 
were  anxious  to  obtain  similar  arrangements.  The  com- 
mittee, he  said,  felt  sure  that  the  success  that  had  followed 
the  chemists'  efforts  could  be  achieved  with  like  efforts  on 
their  part  for  themselves,  and  so  place  the  profits  in  the 
pockets  of  the  retailer  instead  of  the  manufacturer.  Mr. 
Williams  added  that  the  Association  would  press  for  fixed 
rates  on  all  proprietary  articles,  not  merely  on  some.  He 
said  the  Chemists'  P.A.T.A.  had  met  with  little  hindrance  in 
their  efforts,  and  the  profits  to  the  chemists  where  the  results 
had  been  effected  must  have  shown  the  advantage  of  the 
suggestions  ;  and  if  only  the  members  of  the  Grocers'  P.A.T.A. 
could  have  the  opportunity  of  seeing  for  themselves  the 
result  of  the  Chemists'  P.A.T.A.  efforts  they  would  not 
hesitate  in  the  matter  as  regards  themselves. 

Mr.  Ervey,  of  Leicester,  said  that  he  had  little  doubt  in  his 
mind  that  the  present  scheme  was  really  the  outcome  of 
secret  overtures  by  the  Chemists'  Association,  who  in  the  end 
would  benefit  more  than  the  grocer  over  the  new  arrange- 
ment. Proprietary  articles  sold  only  by  grocers  were  not 
cut  down,  and  by  getting  a  fixed  rate  for  articles  sold  by 
both  grocers  and  chemists  the  latter  hoped  to  get  the  trade 
away  from  the  former.  He  did  not  refer  to  anything  special, 
but  chemists  complained  of  grocers  selling  certain  articles,  and 
were  driving  this  scheme  to  get  the  trade  which  was  now 
largely  with  the  grocers  because  they  took  moderate  profits. 

Mr.  Allison,  of  Liverpool,  said  that  he  did  not  see  why  a 
fixed  price  was  required  at  all.  If  the  chemists  wanted  it, 
and  wanted  the  grocer  to  give  up  selling  certain  articles,  let 
the  chemist  give  up  the  sale  of  soap  and  other  proprietary 
articles  which  were  rightfully  the  grocer's  goods.  At  present 
grocers  undersold  the  chemists,  and  that  was  the  grievance, 
not  the  grocer  against  the  grocer. 

Mr.  Mens,  of  Reading,  said  that  the  chemists  had  no  desire 
to  press  the  idea  :  in  fact,  it  was  mooted  twenty-seven  years 
ago  before  the  chemists  tried  it.  What  the  grocers  wanted 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  chemists,  and  the  fixed  price 
would  not  affect  the  sale  to  either,  but  would  bring  increased 
profit  all  round.  He  heartily  agreed  with  the  movement. 
The  Chairman  then  put  the  following  resolution  : — 

That  this  meeting  of  London  grocers  desires  to  express  its 
cordial  approval  of,  and  pledges  its  hearty  support  to,  the  Grccsry 
and  Allied  Trades  P.A.  Association  in  its  efforts  to  obtain  a  fixed 
price  on  all  P.A.  for  retail,  and  wishes  to  endorse  the  efforts  of  the 
Association  in  obtaining  for  proprietors  of  all  P.A.  a  standard 
price  for  their  specialities. 

The  resolution  having  been  seconded,  the  Chairman 
declared  it  carried  unanimously,  and  the  meeting  then 
closed. 


trace  IRotce. 


It  is  reported  that  Messrs.  Brunner,  Mond  &  Co.  (Limited), 
Northwich,  have  decided  to  double  the  caustic-soda  plant  at 
their  Winnington  works. 

Bottlet  Bovril.— The  advance  in  the  price  of  bottles 
has  compelled  Bovril  (Limited)  to  advance  the  price  of 
their  2§i.  bottlets  from  28;.  6/1.  to  30.;.  per  gross. 

Marking-ink  is  one  of  the  war  items  which  we  had  not 
reckoned  with,  yet  it  is  a  very  necessary  thing,  and  we  are 
informed  that  when  the  City  Imperial  Volunteers'  clothing 
came  to  be  marked  it  was  John  Bond's  "  Crystal  Palace  " 
marking-ink  that  was  used.  It  is  fair  to  say,  therefore,  that 
it  is  more  to  front  than  ever. 


The  Hull  Oil  Manufacturing  Company  (Limited), extractors 
and  crushers  of  rape  and  castor  seeds,  have  completed  new 
castor -mills  which  have  been  fitted  with  entirely  new  plant 
for  the  pressing  and  preparation  of  castor  oils.  The  company 
distinguish  these  oils  by  the  appropriate  name  "Homco," 
and  are  making  a  special  feature  of  tasteless  cold-drawn 
pharmaceutical  castor  oils,  which  are  not  less  active  because 
less  acrid  in  taste. 

Filling  Other  People's  Syphons. — In  our  advertise- 
ment colrmns  this  week,  Messrs.  Jewsbury  &  Brown,  Man- 
chester, draw  attention  to  an  apology  for  filling  their 
syphons,  by  another  manufacturer.  In  this  connection  it  is 
noticeable  that  the  retailer  as  well  as  the  manufacturer  has 
apologised,  both  being  equally  liable.  Messrs.  Jewsbury  & 
Brown  have  informed  us  that  their  "  Crystal  Brewed  Ginger 
Beer  "  is  of  comparatively  recent  introduction,  and  has  not 
been '-a  speciality  of  the  firm  since  the  early  years  of  the 
century,"  as  we  said  in  our  notice  of  that  firm's  beautiful 
inset  in  the  Winter  Issue. 

Citrophen. — It  is  some  years  since  we  mentioned  the 
introduction  of  this  antipyretic  and  antineuralgic  remedy, 
which  is  a  combination  of  citric  acid  and  paraphenetidin 
somewhat  similar  in  constitution  to  phenacetin,  but  differing 
from  it  in  physical  properties  as  well  as  in  physiological 
action  to  some  extent — a  fact  no  doubt  due  to  the  citric- 
acid  group  modifying  the  heart-depressing  influences  which 
paraphenetidin  possesses.  We  have  not  heard  much 
about  the  compound  for  some  time,  but  Dr.  J.  Boos,  'the 
inventor  and  manufacturer,  has  been  quietly  gathering 
clinical  and  other  observations  respecting  it,  and  he  has 
got  together  a  large  mass  of  evidence  as  to  its  utility  in  the 
treatment  of  fevers,  and  also  in  pleurisy,  pneumonia,  and 
rheumatism.  It  is  also  found  to  be  of  service  in  the  treat- 
ment of  influenza,  migraine,  and  headaches  generally.  Dr. 
Roos  has  recently  appointed  Messrs.  Fassett  &  Johnson,  31 
and  32  Snow  Hill,  E.C.,  as  sole  agents  for  Great  Britain 
and  the  colonies,  and  any  chemists  who  would  like  further 
particulars  in  regard  to  citrophen  should  write  to  Messrs. 
Fassett  &  Johnson.  We  observe  that  medical  men  in  this 
country  have  become  interested  in  it,  and  are  prescribing  it 
very  freely. 


Wcw  Boohs. 


Caverhill,  T.  F.  S.  Self-Aid  in  War.  With  Practical  Hints 
for  the  Cavalry  Wounded  in  South  Africa.  5|  x  3^.  Pp.  54.  Is. 
(Williams  &  N.) 

Husband,  H.  A.  Student's  Handbook  of  Practice  of  Medi- 
cine. 5th  ed.  Illus,,  tables,  prescriptions,  glossary.  7A  x  5. 
Pp.  800.    10s.  6d.  (Livingstone.) 

Lewes,  V.  B.,  and  Brame,  J.  S.  S.  Laboratory  Notebook  for 
Chemical  Students.    S\  x  5J.    Pp.  178.    4s.  (Constable.) 

Oxford,  M.  N.    Handbook  of  Nursing.    7h  x  Pp.  292. 

3s.  6<7.  (Methuen.) 

Betrospect  of  Medicine.  Ed.  bv  James  Braithwaite  and  E.  F. 
Trevelyan.    Vol.120.    Ih  x  4§.    Pp.  468.    6s.  6rf.  (Simpkin. 

Stewart,  R.  W.  Text-book  of  Magnetism  and  Electricity. 
4th  ed.    Pp.  384.    3s.  6<7.  (Clive.) 

Wheeler,  A.  The  Students'  Guide  to  Practical  Therapeutics, 
7  x  4*.    Pp.  256.    3s.  6(7.  net.    (W.  Bryce.) 

Students'  Corner. — This  week's  article  has  been 
crowded  out  by  the  super-abundance  of  Association  and  legal 
reports. 

Dit.  Schweitzer,  Secretary  of  the  New  York  Section  of 
the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry,  is  in  Europe  for  a  few 

weeks. 

At  Basle,  on  February  2,  Dr.  K.  Bindschedler,  forme  ly 
proprietor  of  a  chemical-factory  at  Basle,  was  sentenced  to 
eighteen  months'  imprisonment  for  defrauding  Meister, 
Lucius  &  Briining,  of  Hochst,  of  certain  sums  of  money  in 
connection  with  the  Antipyrin  Convention.  He,  as  a 
member  of  the  Convention,  stated  that  he  sold  less  than  the 
maximum  he  was  permitted  to  sell,  and  obtained  rebate  on 
the  difference.  It  was  now  proved  that  he  sold  more  than 
the  maximum.  Our  fuller  report  of  the  proceedings  is 
crowded  out.    Dr.  Bindschedler  has  appealed. 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS — Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
If  queries  are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate 
piece  of  paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can 
only  answer  on  subjects  of  general  interest. 


English  Quinine. 

Siri, — On  page  231  of  your  issue  of  February  3  you  quote 
from  an  interview  alleged  to  have  been  held  by  a 
correspondent  of  the  Commercial  Intelligence  with  Mr. 
Elliot,  of  Toronto,  in  the  course  of  which  he  is  reported  to 
have  said,  "  We  sell  more  German  than  English  quinine 
because  it  is  cheaper  and  purer."  Whether  Mr.  Elliot  is 
accurately  reported  or  not  we  do  not  know,  but  we  do  know 
that  our  quinine  always  passes  the  Codex  Francais  test 
easily,  whereas  a  reference  to  a  German  list  will  show  that 
this  quality  is  charged  2m.  per  kilo,  more  than  Ph.  Ger.  11. 
which  is  the  ordinary  German  quinine  of  commerce. 

We  remain,  dear  Sir, 

Stratford,  near  London,  E.,  Yours  truly, 

February  8.  HOWARDS  &  Sons. 

The  Minor  Examination. 

Sir, — What  is  the  advantage  of  raising  the  fee  and 
lowering  the  standard  ?  We  want  men  who  have  the  brains 
and  not  men  who  only  have  the  cash.  A  man  who  can  pass 
the  practical  part  one  time  and  not  the  next  is  not  too  well 
up  in  his  work.  As  to  substituting  a  written  for  a  viva-voce 
examination  on  the  second  day,  I  fail  to  see  that  it  would 
be  more  satisfactory  to  the  majority.  Some  are  better  able 
to  express  their  ideas  by  word  of  mouth,  and  certainly  an 
examiner  by  further  questions  can  judge  of  a  man's  know- 
ledge, whereas  in  writing  an  idea  imperfectly  expressed  has 
to  stand.  Yours  faithfully, 

Birmingham,  February  5.  Phynn.  (254[3.) 

[Division  of  the  Minor  examination  does  not  mean  lowering 
the  standard ;  it  would  more  likely  imply  greater  thoroughness. 
That  is  the  view  we  have  urged  all  along. — Ed.] 

The  Meaning  of  it. 
Sir, — The  line  from  Shakespeare — 

"  Unhousell'd,  disappointed,  unannealed  " 
— which  you  use  as  a  heading  to  one  of  your  leaderettes  in 
your  issue  of  February  3,  has,  as  you  say,  been  much  com- 
mented upon.    Its  meaning  seems,  however,  now  to  be  clear. 
The  word  "  housel,"  which  I  find  in  my  edition  of  Chaucer 
dated  1782,  has  the  meaning  of  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's 
Supper.    "Hoselin,"  which  I  also   find  there,  means  to 
receive  the  Sacrament     Both  words  are  of  Saxon  origin. 
"  Unannealed  "  is  given  in  a  very  old  dictionary  as  meaning 
"  unanointed — i.e.,  without  extreme  unction."    The  question 
of  the  word  "  disappointed  "  is  a  little  more  complex.  The 
primary  meaning  of  "disappointed''  as  given  by  the  oldest 
authorities  is  "  deceived."  Shakespeare  would  therefore  appear 
to  represent  his  character  as  complaining  of  having  been 
murdered  without  opportunity  of  receiving  the  last  Sacra- 
ments of  the   Church,  including  extreme   unction,  and 
deceived.    It  is  more  than  probable,  however,  that  the  word 
"  disappointed  "  stands  for  the  word  "  unappointed,"  the 
instinctive  taste  of  the  great  poet  leading  him  to  reject  the 
monotony  of  three  compound  words  beginning  with  "un" 
in  one  line.    Now  the  old  meaning  of  "  to  appoint  "  will  be 
found,  to  be  "  to  ordain,  to  determine,  to  resolve."    The  true 
meaning  of  "unappointed"  would  therefore  seem  to  be 
that,  by  being  cut  off  before  the  term  of  his  natural  life, 
suddenly,  his  ordained  or  predetermined  place  in  the  world 
of  spirits  was  not  ready  for  him,  or  that  time  had  not 
been  given  for  the  ghostly  powers  regnant  on  the  other 
side  of  the  grave  to  ordain  or  determine  the  fit  degree  of 
misery  or  bliss  (or  mixture  of  both)  for  the  indignant  and 
wandering  spirit.  Yours  truly, 

W.  L.  LONGSTAFF. 

811  lulham  Road,  S.W.,  February  5. 


Legal  Queries. 

Before  sending  in  a  query  for  reply  in  this  section  see  if  the 
subject  is  not  dealt  with  in  "  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists' 
Diary,"  1900,  pages  212-226,  and  pages  259-262. 


251/18.  A  Subscriber,  $c—  See  the  letter  "What  are 
Poisons  ?  "  in  our  issue  of  January  6. 

251/41.  T.  F.  F. — In  the  absence  of  an  agreement  to  the 
contrary,  landlords  of  houses  let  without  lease  are  respon- 
sible for  repairs,  ths  result  of  ordinary  wear  and  tear. 
Landlords  are  frequently  able  to  prove  that  the  repairs  are 
due  to  extraordinary  causes.  This  is,  perhaps,  what  you 
have  in  view. 

253/71.  X.  B.-  -It  is  likely  that  the  Board  of  Inland 
Revenue  will  hold  a  label  "  Pink  Pills  for  Bloodlessness, 
&c.,"  as  a  recommendation  bringing  the  article  within  the 
Medicine-stamp  Act. 

253/60.  RJiei. — Apprenticeship  indentures  become  void 
by  the  death  of  either  contracting  party.  The  apprentice 
mentioned  by  you  is  not  compelled  to  complete  his  appren- 
ticeship with  his  late  employer's  successor. 

254/59.  Jno.  —  Agreements  between  employes  and  em- 
ployers that  the  former  shall  not  start  in  the  same  business 
in  the  same  district  within  a  specified  time,  are  common, 
and  enforcible.  It  is  a  necessary  precaution  for  employers 
to  take,  but  it  is  well  to  remember  that  contracts  in  restraint 
of  trade  arc  invalid,  therefore,  the  conditions  and  the 
agreement  should  be  fair  and  reasonable  as  to  area  and 
time,  and  some  consideration  beyond  the  usual  salary  should 
be  given  to  the  employe. 

Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  and  practically  to  trade  ques- 
tions of  general  interest,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of 
replies  on  a  particular  date,  nor  can  we  repeat  information 
given  during  the  past  twelve  months. 


231/67.  77.  (I.  T. — Jacob  Bell  Scholarships  arc  open  to 
students  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  schools  between 
20  and  22  years  of  age  on  the  day  on  which  the  examination 
is  held — that  is,  the  second  Tuesday  of  July  each  year.  As 
you  reside  in  Lancashire  you  would  also  be  eligible  for  the 
Manchester  Pharmaceutical  Association's  scholarship,  and 
as  there  is  less  competition  for  it  than  for  the  others  it  might 
be  safer  for  you  to  apply  for] it  when  the  time  comes.  The 
age  there  is  19  to  21. 

228/4.  F.  R.  S. — Colouring  Brawn. — You  will  find 
magenta  or  erythrosine  (aniline  dyes)  suitable.  Supply 
your  customer  with  a  solution  of  definite  strength.  Both 
dyes  are  readily  soluble  in  water.  If  the  colour  is  too  red, 
it  can  be  toned  down  by  the  addition  of  a  little  bismarck 
brown. 

227/10.  B.  J.  C— (1)  Baking-powder  and  the  new  Sale 
of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. — Refer  to  Legal  Queries,  C.  <$'  J)., 
December  30,  1899,  page  1073.  (2)  Boiler-fluids  for  the 
prevention  of  incrustation  are  of  a  composition  like  the 
following  : — 

Caustic  potash    28  lbs. 

Caustic  soda  ...       ...       ...        ...    28  lbs. 

Lime  14  lbs. 

Resin     7  lbs. 

Water  10  gals. 

Boil  together,  decant,  and  mix  with  a  tannin  solution  made  by 
boiling  together — 

Catechu   28  lbs. 

Water  10  gals. 

The  proportion  of  fluid  to  use  is  a  pint  for  each  horse-power, 
the  solution  being  pumped  into  the  boiler  once  every  month 
or  six  weeks.  It  should  be  noted,  however,  that  some  boiler- 
insurance  companies  will  not  allow  the  use  of  an  alkaline 
boiler-fluid  in  any  boilers  insured  by  them. 

231/40.  Cinnamon. — The  Heading-powder  for  beer  which 
I  you  send  is  powdered  extract  of  quillaia. 
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230/57.  Vix. — The  Pile-ointment  which  "  has  proved  very 
effectual "  is  a  simple  salve  coloured  with  chlorophyll.  The 
green-elder  ointment  is  as  near  as  you  will  get  to  it. 

225/57.  Euplwrbhiin. — Taxidermists'  Soap  for  preserving 
bird-skins  : — 

White  arsenic  ...       ...       ...  ,z,ic. 

Camphor      ...  ...      ...  ... 

Slaked  lime  ...    ~,i v. 

Carbonate  of  soda  ...       ...       ...  ?>xij. 

Soft  soap       ...  ...       ...       ...  Jiv. 

Mix,  and,  if  necessary,  use  a  little  water  to  make  into  a  paste. 

233,31.  l)n  Nurd. — There  is  no  book  published  containing 
just  the  information  you  wish,  but  you  can  get  the  equations 
of  the  B.P.  chemical  processes  in  most  pharmaceutical 
chemistries — such  as  Att  field's. 

230/43.  Veritas-  Thanks  for  yours  and  the  leaf  of  the 
grocery  paper.  The  statements  in  regard  to  chemists  and 
druggists  arc  really  noi  worth  taking  notice  of,  for  the 
article  appears  to  be  one  of  the  faked-up  type  which 
irresponsible  penny-a-liners  can  produce  by  the  ream 

220/37.  W.J.  PuTv.  Chlor.  Co.  used  for  nasal  in- 
jections is  made  of  equal  parts  of  borax,  bicarbonate  of  soda, 
chlorate  of  potash,  and  sugar. 

233/64.  11".  <f.  I). — Refer  to  Educational  Number  of  the 
C.  D.  (September  2,  1899)  for  particulars  of  text-books 
on  the  method  of  studying  botany. 

279/11.  A,  J. — Aniline  orange  is  not  a  poison — at  least  in 
reasonable  quantities,  and  especially  in  the  tiny  quantity 
which  remains  in  butter  when  it  is  used  as  a  butter- 
colouring. 

208/72.  Hbnte. — There  is  no  mixture  that  could  be  given 
to  effectually  check  blushing. 

239/11.  Gcrmano. — Shoemaker's  "  Health,  Heredity,  and 
Beauty"  is  published  by  Rebman;  Hager's  "Handbuch,"  by 
Springer,  Berlin,  in  20  parts,  each  2m. 

235/15.  One  in  Doubt. — Your  liver  is  "sluggish"  no 
doubt.  Drop  the  cold  bath  on  alternate  mornings,  and  take 
a  good  rub  with  a  flesh-strop  instead.  Wear  a  body- 
belt  in  the  cold  weather,  and  take  a  smart  walk  morning  or 
evening  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  which  will  be  better  than 
no  outdoor  exercise. 

233/39.  Wych. — Keeping  Leeches. — See  C.  $  D.,  July  15, 
page  105. 

246/32.     Chemist. — Spiritus  Formicarum,  Ph.G. : — 

Alcohol    ...       ...    70  parts 

Water  ...       ...       ...       ...       ...    26  parts 

Formic  acid  ...       ...       ...        ...      4  parts 

Mix. 

The  spirit  is  used  as  a  stimulating  |liniment,  cither  alone  or 
combined  with  turpentine. 


Information  Wanted. 

Postcard  replies  to  any  of  the  subjoined  inquiries  will 
be  esteemed. 


253/57.    Who  is  the  maker  of  Coup's  Perfect  Healer  1 

52/90.  Present  address  of  Dr.  Hunter's  Medicine  Company 
(late  of  15  Park  Place,  Leeds). 

253/65.  Stauffer  grease  for  lubricating:  who  are  the 
makers,  or  how  is  it  made  1 

245/36.  Dr.  Luff's  vegetable-salt  and  dried  vegetables  for 
gouty  people  :  where  obtainable  ? 

243/47.  Caffeine  and  Caffeine  Citrate. — A  medical 
man  in  India,  superintending  a  tea-plantation  in  Assam, 
wishes  a  practical  process  for  the  preparation  of  caffeine 
from  tea,  and  citrate  of  caffeine.  Will  any  reader  oblige 
with  suitable  instructions  for  working  on  a  commercial 
scale  '.' 


Xonbon  Bnuj  Statistics. 

The  following  statistics  are  compiled  from  information  supplied 
by  public  warehouses.  They  relate  to  the  receipts  and  deliverie-i 
of  some  of  the  leading  drugs  from  and  into  the  London  public 
warehouses  from  January  1  to  31,  1900,  and  to  the  stocks  o" 
January  31.    Their  accuracy  cannot  be  guaranteed. 


January 

Stocks 

1900 

Landed 

Delivd. 

1900 

1899 

Imprtd. 

Delivrd, 

Aloes              cs  &c. 

63 

65 

2,662 

2,693 

63 

65 

„    gourds 

— 

— 

— 

1,893 



23 

Anise,  star   cs 

— 

2 

54 

5 



2 

Balsams. . .  .  c.-.ks  Sic. 

88 

99 

413 

408 

88 

99 

Calumba-root  .  .bgs 

1 

21 

£05 

5:5 

21 

( lamphor  pkgs 

802 

298 

2,283 

5,464 

802 

£93 

( 'anlamoms  .  .cs  &c. 

713 

270 

2,153 

1,55  ( 

713 

270 

Cinchona  pkgs 

2,053 

3,075 

15,082 

20,321 

2,058 

3,075 

Oubebs   bgs 

— 

2 

1,742 

1,810 

— 

2 

Dragon's-blood    .  .cs 

— 

8 

117 

37 



8 

93 

459 

1,412 

2,329 

S3 

450 

Gums — 

Ammoniacum 

— 

— 

68 

59 





Animi  &  copal  ,, 

1,662 

2,952 

9,293 

15,697 

1,662 

2,992 

1.873 

1,609 

11,937 

10,146 

1,873 

1,609 

Asafetida    . .  ,, 

331 

144 

8E0 

393 

331 

114 

Benzoin  ....  ,, 

146 

240 

836 

1,949 

146 

240 

Damar   ,, 

94 

244 

4,138 

3,214 

94 

244 

Galbanum  . .  „ 

— 

16 

28 



Gamboge  ... .  ,, 

— 

10 

298 

366 



10 

Guaiacum  ..  „ 

10 

i 

61 

33 

10 

3 

187 

194 

1,642 

661 

187 

194 

1 

6 

40 

63 

1 

6 

Mastic   ,, 

— 

3 

28 

39 



3 

Myrrh,  E.I...  „ 

51 

20 

341 

408 

51 

20 

Olibanum    . .  ,, 

991 

224 

2,440 

2,653 

991 

224 

Sandarac ....  „ 

378 

127 

661 

737 

378 

127 

Tragacanth..  „ 

817 

5S1 

1,292 

1,749 

817 

561 

Ipecacuanha,  Rio  bis 

33 

42 

1S3 

73 

33 

42 

,,  otlier  kinds  pkgs 

30 

46 

100 

34 

30 

46 

Jalap   bis 

4 

303 

298 

4 

Nnx  vomica...  pkgs 

13 

114 

Oils— 

5 

182 

271 

5 

'Cassia    „ 

10 

84 

73 

10 

_ 

80 

205 

846 

659 

80 

205 

Cocoa-nut  ..tons 

185 

91 

386 

273 

185 

91 

Olive  . . .  csks,  Sic. 

204 

266 

978 

695 

201 

266 

3 

3 

7 

3 

f Quinine  sulph..  .lbs 

6,497 

3,eo: 

177,162 

117,f25 

6,497 

3.901 

Rhubarb   chts 

94 

107 

1,287 

1,538 

94 

107 

Sarsaparilla   . .  bales 

113 

89 

321 

353 

113 

89 

Senna   Ills  &c. 

1.338 

944 

2,074 

1,346 

1,3S8 

944 

Shellac,  all  kinds  cs 

3,469 

3,651 

41,417 

48,338 

3,469 

3,651 

66 

17 

207 

224 

66 

17 

Wax,  bees'  pkgs 

284 

419 

1,336 

1,670 

284 

419 

,,    Japan  .  .cs  &c. 

115 

80 

542 

380 

115 

80 

*  Stocks  of  aniseed  ami  cassia  oils  lying  at  Smith's  Wharf  and  Brewer's 
Quay  are  not  included  in  this  return. 

f  Includes  the  quantity  at  Red  Lion,  Bull,  and  Smith's  Wharves  ;  also  the 
Docks. 


Note. — There  is  no  stock  of  gourd  aloes  in  the  warehouse,  and 
there  have  been  no  imports  so  far  this  year.  Aloes  in  cases,  Sec., 
I  is  plentiful.  Cardamoms  are  moving  off  slowly,  and  the  imports 
I  continue  to  exceed  the  deliveries,  with  the  result  that  the  stock 
I  is  gradually  accumulating.  The  amount  of  crude  camphor  in  the 
warehouse  shows  a  slight  increase  over  last  month,  but  it  is  very 
low  compared  with  former  years.  Deliveries  are  stationary  com- 
pared with  December,  but  imports  are  600  packages  more.  The 
demand  for  dragon's-blood  has  fallen  away,  and  with  a  heavy 
stock  prices  have  shown  no  improvement  lately.  Asafetida  was 
in  more  request  last  month,  but  the  imports  greatly  exceeded  the 
deliveries.  The  demand  for  both  Rio  and  Cartagena  ipecac, 
is  maintained,  the  deliveries  of  Rio  root  being  on  a  par  with 
those  of  last  month,  while  82  bales  of  Cartagena  left  the  ware- 
house in  excess  of  December.  Jalap  remains  neglected,  with  a 
considerable  stock.  There  are  only  13  packages  of  nux  vomica  in 
the  warehouse,  but  that  is  no  indication  of  a  dull  market,  as  a 
considerable  forward  business  has  been  done  in  this  drug.  This 
week  1,116  packages  have  arrived.  There  is  a  stock  of 
2,834,592  oz.  of  quinine  in  the  warehouses,  against  1,765,984  oz.  last 
year.  The  imports  in  January  were  about  double  those  of  the 
deliveries. 


Doctors'  Fatal  Mistakes. — Dr.  C.  P.  Tennant,  of 
Portnard,  co.  Limerick,  on  February  6,  drank  a  quantity  of 
carbolic  acid  in  mistake  for  spirits,  and  died  two  hours 
afterwards.  A  Sheffield  surgeon  named  F.  C.  B.  Harvey 
died  on  February  3  through  taking  an  overdose  of  strychnine 
in  a  pick-me-up. 
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NOTICE  TO  BUYERS  -The  prices  given  in  this  section  are 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk 
quantities  or  original  packages  To  these  prices  various 
charges  have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many 
instances  greatly  augmented  bt  fore  wholesale  dealers  stock 
the  goods.  Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and 
higher  prices  are  commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in 
bulk  quantities.  It  would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers 
to  expect  ti  get  small  quantities  at  anything  like  the  prices 
here  quoted. 

42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. :  February  8. 

rTTHEKE  is  little  of  interest  to  report  this  week  beyond  the 
-L  fact  that  both  German  and  English  refined  camphor 
have  been  advanced,  owing  to  more  activity  in  crude.  Some 
of  the  leading  drugs — such  as  ipecacuanha,  benzoin,  and 
gamboge — however,  were  in  good  demand  privately  last 
week,  after  the  close  of  the  auctions,  and  the  deliveries 
from  the  warehouses,  so  far  this  month,  have  been  excep- 
tionally good.  Quinine  is  again  firmer  in  second  hands,  and 
a  fair  business  has  been  done,  the  tendency  remaining 
upward  at  the  close.    Other  changes  are  as  follows  : — 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Ammonia 

sulphate 
Bleaching- 

powder 
Camphor  (Eng. 

and  German) 
Ginger 
Oil,  palm 
Oil,  turpentine 
Pepper  (white) 
Pot.  ehlor. 
Serpentary 
Wax  (Carnauba) 

Cocoa-butter 

Gentian 

Oil,  castor 

Quinine 

Saffron 

Wahoo-bark 

Benzols 
Menthol 

Oil,  bergamot 
Oil,  lemon 
Oil,  orange 

Arrivals. 

The  following  drugs,  &c,  have  arrived  at  the  principal  ports  of 
the  United  Kingdom  from  February  1  to  7  (both  inclusive'. 
The  figure*  represent  original  packages,  cases,  bales,  bags,  etc.  : — 
Areca-nuts  (Ceylon),  10;  argols,  211:  arrowroot  (St.  V.),  224; 
asafetida.  10;  belladonna-root,  12;  benzoin,  274;  boric  acid  (Ital.), 
74;  birdlime  (Jap.),  15;  buchu,  13;  cananga  oil,  4;  cannabis 
indica,  ICO;  cardamoms,  124;  cascarilla,  34 ;  castor  oil,  (Ital.)  23, 
(Fr.)  33;  chillies  I  Jap.),  80;  cinchona,  (Ceylon)  29,  (E.I.)  85, 
(Paita)  20  ;  citronella  oil  (Ceylon),  2  ;  cocaine  i  crude),  11 ;  cochineal, 
15;  cocoa-butter,  399  ;  cod-liver  oil,  217  ;  gentian,  19  ;  gum  arabic, 
(Alex.)  40,  (Bombay)  50;  gum  sandarac,  109;  iodine,  52;  kola- 
nuts,  (W.C.A.)  70,  (W.I.)  7;  lemon-juice  'pps.\  60;  lime  citrate, 
74;  lime-juice  (brls.),  270;  lime  oil  iW.L),  26;  manna,  3;  nux 
vomica,  1,116 ;  olibanum,  629 ;  patchouli-leaves,  20 ;  peppermint 
oil  (Jap.),  42;  quicksilver,  600;  rhubarb,  22;  rose  oil  (E.I.),  5; 
senna  (Tiny.),  311 ;  tonka-beans  Para),  10  ;  turmeric,  933;  vanilla, 
15;  wax,  bees,  (W.C.A.)  5,  (W.I.)  1,  (E.I.)  47,  (Span.)  14,  (Ital.)  15  ; 
wax,  Japanese,  100. 

Concentrated  Lemon=juice. 

Our  Messina  correspondent,  writing  under  date  of  January  31 , 
informs  us  that  the  rapid  rise  which  took  place  in  the  concen- 
trated lemon-juice  market  during  January  was  owing  to  the 
engagements  to  be  fulfilled  by  the  citrate-of-lime  manufacturers, 
who  have  paid  advancing  prices  for  the  available  supplies.  Lemon 
essences  have,  on  the  other  hand,  remained  stationary.  A  con- 
siderable quantity  of  lemons  destined  for  brining-purposes  have 
been  sold  for  extraction  of  the  oil,  and  for  the  juice,  in  view  of 
the  high  prices  obtainable.  In  addition  to  the  above,  the  engage- 
ments of  the  Messina  concentrated  lemon-juice  exporters  have 
also  considerably  accentuated  the  demand.  In  order  to  fulfil 
their  wants  up  to  the  present  time  they  paid  this  week  382.50 
Ital.  lire  equal  to  14/.  10s.  per  pipe)  at  Messina,  and  still  higher 
prices  are  expected.  In  regard  to  the  syndicate  in  concentrated 
juice,  about  which  so  much  was  talked  of  last  summer,  nothing 
tangible  has  resulted  up  to  the  present  time,  nor  is  there  any 
further  movement  in  view  for  its  formation.  The  opinion  of  ail 
competent  persons  who  are   thoroughly   acquainted   with  the 


!  Sicilian  method  of  acting  is  that,  however  great  the  pressure 
exerted  by  parties  wishing  to  create  a  monopoly  in  citrate  of  lime 
and  concentrated  juice,  it  cannot  in  any  way  prove  practicable. 

Board  of  Trade  Returns. 

The  year  has  commenced  well,  as  the  returns  for  January  show 
,  an  increase  both  in  imports  and  exports,  the  total  value  of  trade 
for  the  month  being  44,560,849/.  (3,344,243/  increase  I  and 
23.583,682/.  (3,236,448  increase)  respectively.  The  exports  of 
foreign  and  colonial  merchandise  also  show  an  increase  of  362,205/. 
As  evidence  of  the  recent  brisk  demand  in  the  chemical  trade,  we 
have  an  all-round  increase  in  our  imports  as  follows: — Alkali, 
3,979  cwt.  (2,731/.) ;  borax,  44,391  cwt.  (20,677/.) ;  brimstone, 
12,452  cwt,  (1,7^10/);  saltpetre,  3,644  cwt.  (4,279/  i;  'other 
chemicals,"  18,149/  ;  all  dye-stuffs  have  also  been  imported  in 
increased  quantities.  The  same  remarks  apply  to  cocoanut, 
olive,  palm,  petroleum,  turpentine  oils,  &c,  of  which  we 
imported  1,060,963/.  (a  record  figure),  against  671.354/.  in 
January,  1899.    Other  augmented  imports  are  "  Peruvian  bark," 

I,  537  cwt.  (4,296/.',  gum  arabic,  1,758  cwt.  (1,405/.),  seedlac, 
shellac,  sticklac,  &c.,  5,255  cwt.  (18,490/.',  rosin,  64,740  cwt. 
(18,188/. unenumerated  drugs,  43,884/.  The  only  decrease  is  in 
quicksilver,  4,762  lbs.,  but  value  went  up  by  203/.  January  was 
an  exceptionally  busy  month  in  the  exportation  of  "  chemicals  and 
medicinal-preparations,"  the  figures  showing  an  increase  of 
103,589/.  on  a  total  of  782.763/.  The  United  States  were  our 
largest  buyers  of  alkali  —24,829/.  against  7,836/. ;  they  also  bought 
more  bleaching-powder — 18,536/.  against  16,372/.  Canada,  Austra- 
lasia, and  Spain  also  bought  increased  quantities  of  alkali ;  while 
Russia,  Sweden,  Norway,  Germany,  Holland,  France,  and  Italy 
bought  less.  We  shipped  medicines  to  the  value  of  103,444/. 
against  95,231/.  last  year. 

Cartagena  Ipecac 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Drug-trade  Section  of  the  New 
York  Board  of  Trade  and  Transportation  on  January  18,  Mr.  John 
H.  Stallman  presented  to  the  Section  a  memorial  praying  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  would  consider  the  subject  of  the  im- 
portation of  Cartagena  ipecacuanha,  which  has  up  to  the  present 
time  been  prohibited.  It  was  urged  that  Cartagena  ipecac,  was 
an  article  of  commerce  in  all  European  countries,  and  that  its 
intrinsic  value  was  often  higher  than  the  Rio  root,  as  the  percentage 
of  emetine  was  greater  in  Cartagena  ipecac  than  in  the  inferior 
grades  of  Rio.  Also  that  notwithstanding  the  prohibition  it 
could  be  bought  openly  in  the  New  York  market.  After  a  long 
discussion,  the  Section  decided  to  have  the  petition  signed  by 
several  of  the  houses  interested,  and  to  forward  it  to  the  Washing- 
ton authorities. 

Manufacture  of  Sulphuric  Acid  in  Russia. 

In  1895  there  were  forty-four  works  in  Russia  engaged  in  the 
production  of  sulphuric  acid,  and  since  that  time  at  least  six  more 
have  been  established.  The  principal  manufactories  are  those 
of  Tente'le'w,  at  St.  Petersburg,  which  produces  acid  to  the  value 
of  1,500,000  roubles  yearly,  and  employs  5C0  workmen  ;  Ouchkofi, 
producing  over  1,200,000  pouds  annually  (1  poud  =  35  lbs.  avoir.) ; 
Riga  and  Baku,  each  of  which  produces  750,000  pouds  every  year, 
and  Moscow.  The  importation  of  sulphuric  acid  was  36,000  pouds 
in  1898,  as  against  10,000  pouds  in  1897.  At  St.  Petersburg  and; 
in  the  western  departments  sulphuric  acid  is  made  from  sulphur 
pyrites  imported  from  Scandinavia. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

[77/ ese prices  are  for  market-centres  other  than  London."] 

There  is  a  continued  activity  in  all  branches  of  the  heavy- 
chemical  market  to  be  reported,  and  the  higher  values  ruling  do 
not  appear  to  be  checking  the  general  demand  in  any  way.  The 
demand  from  home  consuming  trades,  it  is  pleasing  to  note, 
keeps  very  good.  Papermakers  particularly  are  exception- 
ally busy,  and  the  quantity  of  raw  materials  required  in  this  line 
is  at  present  very  heavy.  The  textile  branches  of  trade  are  also 
well  supplied  with  orders,  and  calico  printers,  dyers,  and 
bleachers,  and  carpet-manufacturers  all  keep  working  full  time. 
The  colour  and  paint  trades  are  busier  than  usual  at  this  time  of 
the  year,  whilst  the  glass  and  pottery  trades  have  little  to 
complain  of.  Soap-manufacturers  arc  also  busy,  both  manufac- 
turing and  domestic  soaps  meeting  with  a  brisk  demand.  Under 
existent  conditions  of  this  description  it  occasions  little  surprise 
that  chemical-manufacturers'  stocks  keep  on  the  low  side,  and 
that  prices  are  fully  maintained,  with  an  advancing  tendency. 

Alkali  Produce. — Bleaching-powder  higher:  Softwood  casks 
on  rails,  11.  per  ton;  f.o.b.  Liverpool,  7/.  2s.  6(Z. ;  and  f.o.b.  Tyne, 

II.  5s.  Caustic  soda  very  firm  and  scarce  :  76  per  cent.,  11/. ; 
70  per  cent.,  10/.  5s.  ;  and  60  per  cent.,  9/.  5s.  Soda  ash,  52  per 
cent.,  5/.  10s.  per  ton.  Refined  alkali,  57.  12s.  6d.  per  ton.  Hypo- 
sulphite of  soda  steady  ;  6/.  5s.  to  6/.  12s.  6rf.  per  ton  in  7-8-cwt. 
casks,  f.o.b.,  and  7/.  to  11.  Is.  6d.  in  1-cwt.  kegs.    Best  Lancashire 
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makes  yellow  prussiate  of  potash  are  scarce,  and  price  rules  firm, 
at  8(7,.  to  8£<2.  per  lb. 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia  is  steady  again,  and  prices  are  from 
2s.  6(7-.  to  5s.  per  ton  higher.  Exports  from  Laith  last  week 
amounted  to  436  tons. 

Recovered  Sulphur. — Scarce,  and  very  firm,  at  51.  to  57.  5s. 
per  ton,  in  bags  on  rails. 

Barium  Products. — In  good  consumptive  demand,  with 
tendency  strongly  towards  advance.  Chloride  of  barium,  best 
ordinary  refined  crystals,  in  bags,  67.  17s.  6<7.  to  77.  per  ton,  free 
on  rails,  and  77.  2s.  6i.  to  11.  5s.,  f.o.b. ;  usual  casks,  5s.  per  ton 
extra.  Blanc  fixe,  precipitated  sulphate  of  barium,  in  paste 
form,  77.  to  77.  5s.  per  ton,  free  on  rails  in  casks.  Of  mineral 
carbonate  of  barytes  there  is  practically  nothing  obtainable  at  the 
moment.  Sulphide  of  barium  higher,  at  67.  to  67.  5s.  per  ton,  on 
rails  in  casks.  Hydrate  of  barium,  purest  crystals,  127.  to  137. 10s. 
per  ton,  ex  stock,  in  casks,  according  to  quantity. 

German  Drug  Market. 

Hamburg,  February  6. 

The  position  of  our  drug-market  has  undergone  little  change 
since  last  week,  and  there  are  few  alterations  in  prices  to  re- 
port : — 

Acid,  Citric,  has  advanced  considerably  and  manufacturers 
continue  to  hesitate  to  book  contracts.  The  second-hand  quota- 
tion has  risen  to  300m.  per  100  kilos.,  and  perhaps  a  little  might 
be  had  at  290m. 

Aloes  (Cape!  continues  firm,  at  68m.  per  100  kilos. 

Balsam  Peru  is  a  little  easier,  at  13nm.  per  kilo. 

Borax  is  only  offered  for  "  prompt "  delivery  and  orders  for 
contracts  have  been  refused  ;  33m.  per  100  kilos,  is  quoted  for 
crystals. 

Camphor  (Refined)  is  very  firm  and  prices  have  been  raised 
again,  at  430m.  per  100  kilos,  for  spot  delivery  and  440m.  per  100 
kilos,  for  February-April. 

Cocaine  is  unchanged,  at  550m.  per  kilo. 

Cumin-seed  ia  firm,  and  scarce  on  the  spot.  Several  parcels 
have  been  sold  for  export.  To-day's  quotations  are  58m.  to  60m. 
per  100  kilos.,  according  to  quality. 

Ersot  of  Rye  is  unchanged,  at  540m.  to  550m.  per  100  kilos. 

Galangal  is  firmer,  at  41m.  per  100  kilos. 

Menthol  quiet,  at  20m.  to  19|m.  per  kilo. 

Quinine  shows  very  little  business  at  present,  at  45m.  per  kilo. 

Spermaceti  is  steady,  at  292m.  per  100  kilos. 

Wax  (Carnauba)  is  very  firm  and  scarce ;  England  as  well  as 
America  is  buying  here,  and  prices  have  advanced  considerably. 
To-day's  quotations  are  from  107m.  to  145m.  per  100  kilo3., 
according  to  quality. 

Wormseed  is  firm  :  first-quality  greeu  seed  is  quoted  60m.  to 
62m. ;  second  quality,  55m.  per  100  kilos. 

Oils. — Castor  oil  is  unchanged,  with  very  little  business  ;  first- 
pressing  in  barrels  is  56m.  per  100  kilos.  Cod-liver  oil  quiet, 
non-congealing  oil  65m.  per  barrel.  Indian  sandalwood  oil  has 
advanced  :  24Am.  per  kilo,  lias  been  paid.  Star-anise  oil,  at  13  {in. 
per  kilo.  Peppermint  oil  dull,  H(IH  at  5.10m.  per  lb.  Japanese 
oil,  8m.  per  kilo. 

American  Drug-  Market. 

Sen  York.  January  30. 

Business  is  good,  but  chiefly  of  a  routine  character,  the  move- 
ment being  almost  wholly  into  consuming-channels.  Changes  in 
price  are  chiefly  in  an  upward  direction.  Aloes,  Curacao,  is  firm, 
at  4Ac.  to  5c.  per  lb.,  and  a  fair  business  is  passing.  Cape  : 
Recent  arrivals  have  all  been  taken  up  and  values  are  unchanged 
at  8c.  Balsam,  Copaiba  :  Central  American  is  in  good  demand 
and  steady,  at  36c.  Para  is  jobbing  at  41c.  to  43c.  per  lb. 
Beeswax  is  firmer  on  account  of  a  heavy  export-demand. 
Holders  will  not  shade  29£c.  per  lb.  for  ordinary  pure. 
Cocaine  is  easier,  and  manufacturers  anuounce  a  reduction  of 
50c.  per  oz.  Quotations  now  are  $5.50  to  $5.70  for  bulk. 
Supplies  are  still  light.  Vamiana-leaees  are  firm  at  9c.  to  Jl2c. 
Reports  from  the  Pacific  are  to  the  effect  that  the  new  crop  is 
being  ruined  by  drought.  Spot  stocks  are,  however,  large,  and  no 
immediate  advance  is  expected.  Ergot  continues  strong, 
supplies  being  well  concentrated.  Russian  is  offered  m 
small  lots  at  65c.  to  70c.  per  lb.,  and  Spanish  at  90c.  to 
$1.10.  Iodine  has  advanced  to  $3.15,  and  iodides  are 
higher  in  sympathy.  Menthol  is  easier,  and  $2.85  will  buy. 
Opium  is  unchanged,  at  $3.15  to  $3.20  per  lb.  Paraffin-wax.— 
Supplies  are  light,  and  prices  have  advanced  to  8£c.  to  9^c, 
according  to  grade  and  melting-point.  Quinine  continues  firm 
at  the  recent  advance,  and  holders  offer  sparingly  at  32c.  to  35c. 
Mexican  Sarsaparilla  is  easier,  owing  to  arrivals,  and  values 
have  declined  to  8ic.  and  9c.  per  lb.  Wahoo  root-bark  is  scarce, 
and  20c.  to  22c.  is  asked.  Free  bark  is  also  higher,  15c.  being 
asked.  Jalap  is  hardening,  and  present  prices  are  notlikely  to  be 
maintained. 


Cablegrams. 

New  York,  February  8,  2.43  p.m.  : — The  market  is  fairly 
active.  Quinine  is  hardening  at  32c.  per  oz.  for  domestic 
make,  while  the  demand  for  cinchonidine  is  brisk  at 
30c.  per  oz. — a  high  figure.  Refined  camphor  is  strong,  and 
has  advanced  to  53c.  per  lb.  Rio  ipecacuanha,  on  the  other 
hand,  has  declined  to  $3  per  lb.  Mexican  sarsaparilla  has 
also  declined  to  8c.  per  lb.  in  consequence  of  arrivals. 
Buehu-leaves  are  easier  at  27c.  per  lb.  ;  and  opium  has  a 

dull  tone  at  $3.10  per  lb. 

*  *  *  * 

Hamburg,  February  8.  11.32  a.m.  : — Refined  camphor  in 
second  hands  is  selling  at  430m.  per  100  kilos.  Carnauba 
wax  and  turpentine  are  firmer,  but  menthol  is  dull  at  19|m. 
per  kilo. 


London  Markets. 

Acetanilide  is  tending  firmer,  and  orders  at  the  low 
figures  now  ruling  have  to  be  submitted.  A  limited  quantity 
might  be  had  at  Q\d.  per  lb. 

Acid,  Citric. — Unchanged  at  Is.  4§<?.  to  Is.  5/1.  per  lb., 
which  figure  is  nominal,  neither  makers  nor  sellers  being  at 
all  eager  for  business.  For  forward  delivery  Is.  5d.  has 
been  paid  in  second-hands,  and  to-day  we  hear  that  makers 
will  sell  small  quantities  at  Is.  5d. 

Acid,  Oxalic. — Makers  quote  3jc7.  per  lb.  net,  and  second 
hands  3/7. 

Acid,  Tartaric,  has  a  firmer  tendency  in  consequence  of 
the  rise  in  raw  materials.  English  is  unchanged  at  Is.  Ohd., 
nominally,  but  makers  are  unwilling  to  sell,  while  for  foreign 
lljjd.  is  asked. 

Aconite  keeps  very  high  in  price.  One  holder  on  the 
spot  quotes  good  German  root  at  47s.  6d.,  while  another  holder 
requires  50s".  per  cvvt. 

Aloes. — Socotrine  has  been  in  more  inquiry  this  week, 
and  fair  sales  have  been  made  at  72s.  6d.  to  75s.  per  cwt. 
Curacao  remains  very  scarce,  fine  liver  being  held  for  35s.  to 
37s.  6d. ;  and  black  capey  at  25s.  per  cwt.  The  East  Indian 
offered  last  week  do  not  seem  to  have  been  disposed  of,  as, 
owing  to  the  indifferent  packing,  they  have  remained  in  a 
liquid  state,  and  are  not  so  readily  saleable. 

Arrowroot  is  steady.  At  auction  good  to  fine  St. 
Vincents  partly  sold  at  4§(7.  to  4^7.  per  lb. 

Asafetida. — Unaltered,  with  a  small  business  in  medium 
to  fair  qualities  at  from  40s.  to  60s.  per  cwt. 

Belladonna-root  is  quoted  40s.  to  44s.  per  cwt.,  accord- 
ing to  quality,  for  spot  delivery. 

Benzoin. — About  twenty  to  thirty  cases  have  been  sold 
since  the  auctions  last  week,  chiefly  ordinary  Sumatra 
seconds,  at  from  57.  10s.  to  67.  per  cwt.  The  arrivals  this 
week  include  250  cases  of  Palembang  in  two  shipments  ; 
the  bulk  is  of  common  qualit}'.  About  70  cases  of  Sumatra 
are  also  about  landing. 

Bleaching  Powder  has  been  advanced  to  77.  per  ton 
f.o.b.  Liverpool. 

Camphor. — Both  the  English  and  German  refiners  ad- 
vanced their  prices  on  Monday  by  Id.  per  lb.,  and  now  quote 
2s.  Id.  and  2s.  per  lb.  respectively  for  ton  lots.  In  second- 
hands  German  is  offered  at  Is.  lleZ.  per  lb.  Crude  camphor 
has  been  decidedly  more  active  this  week  at  firm  rates,  and 
sales  include  500  piculs  Japanese  at  172s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f. 
Continent,  February-April  shipment ;  and  Chinese  at 
163s.  6(7.  to  164s.,  c.i.f.,  for  February-March  and  March-April 
shipment.  Japanese,  cm  the  spot,  is  quoted  185s.  From 
New  York  it  is  reported  that,  although  the  Japanese  Govern- 
ment assumed  control  of  the  entire  output  in  Formosa  on 
August  1,  a  single  pound  has  not  yet  been  offered,  but, 
according  to  recent  cable  advices,  it  is  expected  that  the 
Government  will  begin  to  offer  in  April  at  advanced  prices. 

Chamomiles. — There  are  second-hand  sellers  on  the  spot 
at  85s.  to  90s.  per  cvvt.,  but  importers  ask  up  to  100s,,  c.i.f. 

Cinchona. — The  Nederlandsche  Veem  cinchona^depart- 
ment  at,  Amsterdam  report  the  shipments  during  January, 
1900,  from  Java  to  Europe,  at  615,000  Amst.  lbs.,  against 
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509,800,  1899  ;  956,000,  1898  ;  390,000,  1897  ;  970,000,  1896  ; 
657,000,  1895;  and  893,000,  1834.  The  total  amount  of 
bark  to  be  offered  at  the  Amsterdam  auctions  on  February  15, 
weighs  513,644  kilos.,  containing  23,504  kilos,  quinine  sul- 
phate, with  an  average  percentage  of  504  per  cent.,  against 
5  30  per  cent,  in  the  January  auctions,  and  538  per  cent  for 
the  ten  auctions  of  1899. 

Cocoa-butter.  For  the  70  tons  offered  at  Amsterdam 
on  Tuesday,  there  was  a  brisk  demand.  The  auctions  opened 
at  94§c,  advancing  rapidly  to  120|c.,  the  average  price 
being  105  45c.  per  A-kilo.  Twelve  tons  of  Helm  brand  sold  at 
100c.  to  105Jc,  and  4  tons  de  Jong  at  100c.  to  100£c, 
while  5  tons  Mignon  were  bought  in.  In  London  auctions 
110  tons  Cadbury's  brand  sold  at  Is.  4Jc/.  to  Is.  5^d.  per  lb., 
the  average  being  a  fraction  over  Is.  4§cZ.,  against  Is.  5^d. 
in  January. 

Dragon's-blood.  -  Fine  picked  lump  is  still  scarce  ;  there 
are,  however,  two  cases  on  the  market  for  which  21/.  per 
cwt.  has  been  wanted  for  some  time. 

Galls. — A  retail  business  continues  in  Persian  blue,  at 
95*.,  and  green,  at  85s.  per  cwt.,  but  firmness  of  holders 
restricts  large  transactions.  Prices  for  forward  delivery 
remain  very  high,  Chinese  to  arrive  are  quoted  65s.,  and 
Japanese,  61s.  per  cwt.  c.i.f.  A  sale  of  100  piculs  has  been 
made  at  this  figure. 

Gentian. — A  slight  advance  over  last  week's  price  has 
been  paid — viz.  15s.  3d.  per  cwt.  for  a  10-bale  lot. 

Gum,  Arabic. — At  auction  to-day  a  total  of  1.231  packages 
was  offered,  East  Indian  gum  as  usual  largely  pre- 
dominating. The  public  demand  was  brisker  than  usual, 
and  the  fair  proportion  of  155  packages  sold,  at  the 
following  prices: — Aden:  good  bold  pale  picked,  50s. 
(2s.  6d.  under  valuation)  ;  bold  reddish,  40s. ;  fair  pale 
ambery,  43s.  6c/.  to  44s. ;  pale  chips,  39s.  ;  ordinary,  20s.  ; 
sittings,  32*.  to  34s.;  and  common  sittings,  17s.  Ghatti: 
fine  pale  picked,  40s.  ;  ordinary  low  Ghatti,  10s.  to  16s. 
Karachi:  pea  sittings,  30s.  ;  small  pale  Cawnpore,  36s.  6d. 
Yellow  and  frothy  Cape  gum  sold  cheaply  at  16s.  Qd.,  and 
heated  and  run  at  2s.  Qd.  Australian,  good  fair  medium  to 
bold,  half-frosted  27s.  6c/.,  and  heated  and  run  5s.  Turkey 
sorts,  good  old  bold,  45s.,  the  best  lots  had  been  sold  pri- 
vately. Eight  packages  of  Mogador-Anirad  had  been  sold 
privately,  and  37  packages  Brown  Barbary  were  bought  in 
at  47s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  Privately  so-called  Persian  insoluble  gum 
is  in  fair  inquiry  for  low  grades  and  fine  picked,  and  busi- 
ness includes  common  unworked  at  17s.,  sittings  15s.,  and 
picked  26s.  per  cwt.  .  Sales  of  ordinary  brown  Ghatti  sorts 
have  been  made  at  16s.,  and  fair  Cawnpore-Amrad  at  32s.  Qd. 
per  cwt. 

Gum,  Gamboge. — There  was  a  good  demand  last  week 
immediately  after  the  auctions,  and  about  20  cases  changed 
hands  at  from  6/.  5s.  to  8/.  5s.  per  cwt.,  according  to 
quality. 

Gum  Guaiacum. — Good  green  resin  is  very  scarce.  There 
are  four  cases  about  landing. 

Gum  Olibanum. — In  auction  to-day  there  was  a  fair  de- 
mand for  the  new  crop  offered,  and  of  the  1,296  packages 
catalogued  200  sold  at  the  following  rates :  Fair  Aden  drop 
33s.  Qd.  to  36s.  Qd.  per  cwt. ;  ordinary  greenish  ditto,  29s.  : 
rough  earblings  and  sorts  mixed,  27s.'  to  27s.  Qd.  ;  tine  bold 
peas,  24s.  ;  medium  sittings,  18s.  to  18s.  Qd.  ;  greenish  ditto, 
18s.  :  pale  gavblings  and  black,  18s.  to  20s. ;  low  ditto,  12s.  Qd. 
to  18s.    Good  sittings  have  sold  privately  at  20s.  per  cwt. 

Gum  Tbagacanth. — Business  this  week  has  been  chiefly 
in  the  lower  qualities  of  Persian  at  full  rates. 

Insect  Flowers— From  Trieste,  under  date  of  January  31 , 
we  hear  that  the  market  is  steady  but  quiet.  The  stock 
there  at  the  end  of  January  was  249,000  kilo,  against  264,900 
kilos,  at  the  end  of  December.  The  receipts  in  January 
amounted  to  22,200  kilos,  and  the  deliveries  38,100  kilos. 
The  following  are  the  current  quotations  f.o.b.  Trieste  : — 
Open  Bowers,  44s.  Qd.  to  46s.  per  cwt.,  half  open,  51s.  to  69s., 
closed  84s.  to  92s.,  and  "  wild,"  106s.  to  108<.  On  the  London 
market  there  is  more  inquiry,  and  contracts  are  now  bsing 
made  for  forward  delivery  in  view  of  the  consuming  season. 
Three-quarter  closed  (lowers  are  quoted  80s.  c.i.f.  Insert 
Powder  Montenegro,  lid.,  and  best  Dalmatian  9,7.  c.i.f. 


Ipecacuanha  has  been  in  good  inquiry  for  the  Continent, 
of  late,  and  after  the  auctions  last  week  a  few  more  bales 
changed  hands  at  the  lower  rates — viz.,  10s.  3d.  for  Kio  and 
7s.  Qd.  to  7s.  9c/.  for  Cartagena.  The  arrivals  this  week  are 
15  bales  Kio  and  31  Cartagena.  A  direct  arrival  (reported 
at  30  bales)  had  taken  place  in  Paris,  which  may  be  taken  as 
the  reason  why  the  English  importers  have  accepted  lower 
rates. 

Menthol. — Easier,  with  sellers  at  9s.  3c/.  to  9s.  Qd. 
per  lb.  spot,  according  to  brand.  The  25  cases  offered  in 
auction  last  week,  which  were  originally  intended  for  Ham- 
burg, have  somewhat  unsettled  the  market  here. 

Morphine. — Quiet,  but  steady,  at  from  5s.  to  5s.  3d.  per  oz. 
for  powder,  according  to  quantity.  Second-hand  stocks 
are  very  small,  a  little  offering  at  4s.  10c/.  to  4s.  11c/. 

Nux  Vomica. — A  small  sale  of  8  bags  has  been  made  this 
week  at  the  extreme  figure  of  17s.  6c/.  per  cwt.  for  Calcutta 
seed.  About  1,116  bags  have  arrived  this  week  from  Bombay, 
but  they  are  intended  for  manufacturing  purposes. 

Oil,  Anise  Star,  is  nominally  quoted  6s.  per  lb.  spot,  but 
cheaper  offers  from  Hamburg  have  somewhat  disturbed  the 
market,  and  this  figure  cannot  be  obtained.  It  is  reported 
that  the  new  crop,  of  which  so  far  little  or  nothing  has  come 
on  the  market,  is  considered  a  small  one,  amounting  only 
to  two-thirds  of  last  year's. 

Oil,  CASTOR. — Very  firm.  Best  medicinal  Italian  is 
quoted  36s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.  First  pressing  Belgian  is  30s.  6c/. 
spot,  and  second  pressing  28s.  6c/.  Hull  make,  first  pressing, 
29s.  6c/.;  seconds,  28s.  6c/.  in  barrels;  3^rc/.  per  lb.  in  case0, 
and  3^d.  repectively,  ex  wharf,  London. 

Oil,  Citkonella,  has  been  in  fair  inquiry  this  week  at 
from  \Q\d.  to  10±d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  and  11c/.  for  drums  on  the 
spot. 

Oil,  Cod-liver.— More  inquiry  has  been  evinced  this 
week,  and  in  one  quarter  sales  of  the  new  season's  oil  have 
been  reported  at  65s.  per  barrel,  c.i.f.,  at  which  figure 
leading  brands  are  quoted. 

Bergen,  February  3. — The  outlook  at  the  fisheries  was  more 
promising  last  week,  both  as  regards  quantity  and  quality  of  the 
oil,  so  that  there  is  every  indication  of  a  prosperous  season.  The 
quotation  for  new  oil,  however,  cannot  be  put  below  70s.  per 
barrel,  f.o.b.  Bergen,  and  this  for  best  medicinal.  The  exports  to 
date  from  Bergen  are  306  barrels,  as  against  517  barrels  at  the 
corresponding  period  of  last  year. 

Oils,  Fixed. — Fine  Lagos  Palm  has  advanced  another 
6c/.  per  cwt.,  now  27s.  6cZ.  Cotton  is  also  dearer,  23s.  Qd.  to 
24s.  3c/.  per  cwt.  being  quoted  for  ordinary  casks.  Turpentine 
opened  on  Monday  at  an  advance  to  39s.  Ihd.  to  39s.  9c7. 
per  cwt.  spot  for  American,  and  since  then  fully  10,000 
barrels  have  been  sold  for  spot  and  forward  delivery  at  still 
dearer  prices. 

Oils,  Sicilian. — The  tendency  is  lower  all  round.  Ber- 
gamot  is  now  quoted  6s.  2cZ.  per  lb. ;  orange,  6s.  lid. ;  and 
lemon,  3s.  lcZ.  to  3s.  3c/.,  all  c.i.f. 

Opium. — All  grades  are  quiet.  Turkey  "  druggists  "  is 
quoted  at  9s.  6ci.  per  lb.,  and  soft  shipping  at  lis.  Qd. ;  line 
Persian,  12s.  9cZ.  to  13s.,  with  small  sales  of  low-testing 
qualities. 

Smyrna,  January  26.  —Sales  for  the  week  amount  to  11  cases 
for  England  and  the  Continent.  As  was  expected  last  week,  the 
American  buyers  have  not  come  forward.  Many  think  that  busi- 
ness is  on  hand  from  that  quarter  and  that  buyers  are  waiting  to 
operate  under  a  more  favourable  opportunity.  The  arrivals  to 
date  are  2,421  cases  against  1,222  cases  at  the  same  time  last 
year. 

Constantinople,  January  27. — In  sympathy  with  Smyrna 
almost  absolute  quiet  has  reigned  here.  The  week's  sales  amount 
to  8  cases  "druggists"  for  United  States  at  the  equivalent  of 
8s.  7cZ.  per  lb.  and  4  cases  Zilles  at  9s.  lcf.  There  are  no 
buyers  to-day,  and  in  view  of  perfect  weather  for  the  poppy-plants 
holders  might  possibly  be  willing  to  cede  at  a  trifle  under  above 
quotations. 

Orris. — Quiet,  so  far  as  this  market  is  concerned,  but 
very  firm  and  fairly  active  in  Leghorn,  where  the  American 
and  French  buyers  have  been  placing  orders.  The  quotations 
this  week  rule  about  from  48s.  6cZ.  to  50s.,  c.i.f.,  tor  No.  1 
picked  Florentine,  and  46s.  6cZ.  for  small.  These  figures  are 
high  compared  with  spot  prices,  and  have  been  passed  by 
in  favour  of  cheap  spot  parcels. 

Piienacetin. — Agents  for  the  B.  &  S.  brand  raised  their 
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quotations  this  week  to  the  level  of  that  of  other  makes.  In 
second-hands  there  are  sellers  at  4*.  6(7.  per  lb. 

Potash,  Bichromate,  is  quoted  at  H\d.  per  lb.  net  in 
second-hands,  but  business  has  been  done  a  shade  under  this 
figure.    Soda  is  3|c7. 

Potash,  Chlorate. — English  make  was  advanced  mi 
Wednesday  by  $d.  per  lb. — now  47.  per  11).  net,  f.o.b..  Liver- 
pool, for  powder  or  crystals. 

Potash  Permanganate. — Quiet,  with  sellers  at  from 
47s.  6(7.  to  49s.  per  cwt.  in  ton  lots. 

QUININE. — The  market  closed  last  week  at  barely  steady 
rates,  March  delivery  being  quoted  at  Is.  per  oz.,  and  it 
was  not  until  Tuesday  any  activity  was  shown,  when  an 
estimated  business  of  75,000  oz.  was  reported  in  second- 
hands  at  slightly  dearer  rates,  spot  selling  at  Is.  5(7..  March 
delivery  at  Is.  5d.  to  Is.  5\d.,  and  May  at  I*.  5$tf.  to  Is.  5§(7. 
On  Wednesday  the  tendency  was  again  firmer,  with  trans- 
actions at  Is.  5},d.  to  1*.  5§d'.  for  March,  and  Is.  5%d.  for  May. 
To-day  up  to  'Chanaje  hour  the  market  was  quiet,  with  sales 
at  Is.  5f<Z.  to  Is.  Sid.  for  May. 

Saffron  is  about  1^  pesetas  dearer  in  Spain,  and  im- 
porters ask  39s.  to  40  s.  per  lb.  less  2§  per  cent,  for  finest 
Valencia. 

Serpextary-ROOT  has  been  advanced  to  Is.  Id.  per  lb. 
C.i.f.  ;  spot  sales  have  been  made  at  Is.  8d. 

SHELLAC.  —At  auction  on  Tuesday  711  cases  offered  and 
about  500  sold,  partly  without  reserve  at  steady  to  slightly 
better  rates  for  second  orange  T.N.,  which  realised  62s. 
per  cwt.  for  fair  bright  face  ;  ditto,  rather  broken,  61s  to  62s. ; 
fair  reddish  61s.,  strong  curly  and  livery  at  58s'.  to  59s.,  good 
cakey  TN  60s.,  and  blocky  red  at  59s.  to  59s.  6d.  per  cwt., 
broken  palish  Button,  "  without  reserve  "  at  67s.,  and  seconds 
60s.  to  62.S-.  Privately  business  has  been  of  a  retail  character. 

Spices. — There  has  been  considerable  activity  in  pepper 
and  cloves  during  the  past  week,  and  prices  of  both  these 
articles  are  higher.  At  auction  on  Wednesday,  Cochin 
(ringer  was  in  small  supply ;  medium  and  small  native  cut 
sold  at  54s.  to  55s.  per  cwt. ;  and  medium,  at  60s.  per  cwt. 
New  crop,  washed  rough,  partly  sold  at  32-'.  The  Japan 
offered  was  withdrawn.  Zanzibar  Cloves  are  dearer  on 
reports  of  short  crop  and  "  bears  "  covering,  March-May 
delivery  has  been  sold  at  3§|/Z.,  and  June-August,  at  4(7.  per  lb. 
Fine  bright  Japan  Ch  Mies  were  bought  in,  a  bid  of  50.<t.  per  cwt. 
beingrefused.  Pimentois  steady,  ordinary  sold  at  3^.  per  lb. 
Nutmegs  are  slow  of  sale,  and  Mare  dull.  Pepper  is  strong  : 
ordinary  Aleppy  sold  at  6(7.  per  lb.,  and  fair  Ceylon  at  6^7. 
A  good  business  has  been  done  privately  in  Singapore  black 
up  to  6^(7.  on  the  spot,  and  at  6|/7.  for  February -April  ship- 
ment. White  pepper  is  also  dearer,  with  sales  of  Penang  on 
the  spot  at  8{ld..  and  at  8{jW.  to  arrive.  Singapore  white 
sold  at  10|<Z.  to  lid.  per  lb.  for  fine,  the  quotation  for  fair 
being  9£(7.,  and  9$d.  is  asked  for  shipment. 

Vanilla. — Over  1,000  tins  were  catalogued  for  auction  on 
Wednesday,  of  which  about  600  sold.  The  bulk  consisted  of 
Seychelles  of  common  grades  which  sold  at  about  Is.  per  lb. 
dearer  rates,  while  fine  qualities  sold  irregularly  at  a  decline 
of  Is.  to  Is.  Qd.  per  lb     The  following  prices  were  paid  : — 

Mauritius.— 8  to  8h  inches,  26s.  per  lb. ;  Ih  to  8  inches,  24s.  to 
25s. ;  7  to  IK  inches,  23s.  6(7.  ;  6  to  6A  inches,  21s.  6(7.  to  22s.  ;  5  to 
5j  inches,  19s.  6(7.  to  20s.  ;  3  to  5  inches,  17s.  to  19s.  6(7. ;  and 
common,  14s.  to  19s. 

Seychelles.  — 8  to  8£  inches,  25s.  6(7.  to  26s. ;  7  to  8  inches,  24s. 
to  25s.  6r7,  ;  7  to  7A  inches,  22s.  6(7.  to  24s. ;  6  to  6Js  inches,  20s.  to 
21s. ;  5  to  6  inches,  19s.  6(7.  to  20s.  6(7. ;  3  to  5  inches,  17s.  6(7.  to 
20s. ;  and  common,  12s.  to  18^-. 

Bourbon.— 8  to  8h  inches,  23s.  to  23s.  6(7.;  6A  to  8  inches,  21s. 
to  23s. ;  and  3  to  4  inches,  18s.  6(7.  to  19s. 

Tahiti.— 4A  to  6&  inches,  5s.  to  5s.  67. 

Wahoo-bark  is  quoted  11§(7.  per  lb.  c.i.f..  for  bark  of  root. 


Magnesia  and  Milk  of  Sulphur, — At  Sonthwark,  on 
February  8,  Charlotte  Stowell,  3  St.  George's  Circus,  was 
fined  20s.  and  12s.  6(7.  costs  in  each  case  for  selling  milk  of 
sulphur  containing  sulphate  of  calcium  and  magnesium  car- 
bonate for  magnesia.  Mrs.  Stowell,  the  defending  solicitor 
said,  was  a  doctor's  widow,  and  had  tried  to  sell  the  business. 
The  drugs  were  sold  to  the  lady  sanitary  inspector  out  of 
kindness. 


Coming  Events. 

Notices  of  meetings  are  inserted  free  in  this  section  if  received 
by  the  Editor  not  later  than  Wednesday  of  the  week  before 
the  meetings  are  held. 

Saturday,  February  10. 

Inter-Pharmacy  Football  League.  Match  between  Bloomsbury 
Square  and  London  College  at  Wormholt  Farm. 

Monday,  February  12. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland,  67  Lower  Mount  Street, 
Dublin,  at  8.15  p.m.    Mr.  J.  Smith  wdl  report  on  Botany. 

Tuesday,  February  13. 

Optical  Society,  Crown  Room,  Holborn  Restaurant,  W.O.,  at 

8  p.m.    Social  meeting. 

Boyal  Photographic  Society,  66  Russell  Square,  W.C.,  at  8  p.m. 

Annual  general  meeting. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain,  17  Bloomsbury  Square 

W.C.,  at  8  p.m.    Mr.  E.  White  on   "  Aromatic  Spirit  of 

Ammonia." 

Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  and  Chemical  Society.  Annual  Ball 
at  the  Masonic  Hall,  Sheffield.  Tickets  from  Mr.  H.  Antcliffe, 
Union  Offices,  Westbar,  or  other  local  chemists. 

Bradford  and  District  Chemists'  Association,  County  Restaurant, 
Bradford,  at  9.    Conversational  evening  on  trade-matters. 

Wednesday,  February  14. 

Manchester  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Victoria  Hotel,  Manchester. 

Mr.  J.  Taylor  on  "  The  Outlook  in  Pharmacy." 
Society  of  Arts,  John  Street,  Adelphi,  W.C.,  at  8  p.m.  Professor 

R.    W.    Wood    on   "  The    Diffraction-process    of  Colour- 

photogvaphy." 

Newcastlc-on-Tync  Chemists'  Association,  Hotel  Metropole, 
Newcastle-o'n-Tyne,  at  8.30.  Mr.  F.  R,  Dudderidge  will  give 
some  "  Notes  on  the  Pharmacopoeia,"  and  Messrs.  Pittuck 
and  Merson  will  read  a  paper  on  "  The  Deterioration  of  Spt. 
Ether.  Nit." 

Thursday,  February  15. 

Chemical  Society,  Burlington  House,  Piccadilly,  W.,  at  8  P.M. 
Papers  to  be  read  :— "  Ammonium  Amidosulphite  "  and 
"  Products  of  Heating  Ammonium  Sulphites,  Thiosulphites, 
and  Trithionate,"  by  Dr.  E.  Divers  and  Mr.  Masataka  Ogawa  ; 
"  Notes  on  the  Refraction  and  Magnetic  Rotation  of  Hexa- 
methylene,"  by  Dr.  S.  Young  and  Miss  E.  C.  Fortey  ;  "  The 
Combination  of  Sulphur  Dioxide  and  Oxygen,"  by  Mr.  E.  J. 
Russell  and  Mr.  N.  Smith ;  "  Note  on  the  Estimation  of 
Gases  containing  Sulphur,"  by  Mr.  E.  J.  Russell ;  "  Apiin 
and  Apigenin  (II.),  Note  on  Yitexin,"  and  "  The  Yellow- 
colouring  Principles  of  Various  Tannin  Matters  i  VII.),"  by 
Mr.  A.  G.  Perkin. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  73  Newman  Street,  W.,  at 

9  p.m.  Mr.  W.  A.  Knight  on  "  Insects  which  Infest  Crude 
Drugs." 

Ntrth-Kast  Lancashire  Chemists'  Association.  Annual  dinner 
at  the  White  Bull  Hotel,  Blackburn.  Tickets  (3s.  6(7.)  can 
be  obtained  from  Mr.  R.  L.  Clifford  by  non-members. 

Friday,  February  16. 

Glasqow  -Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Assistants'  and  Apprentices' 

Association ,   100  West   Regent   Street,  Glasgow,  at  9.15. 

Communication  by  Messrs.  J.  Lothian  and  B.  Cockburn. 
Liverpool  Pharmaceutical  Students'  Society,  6  Sandnn  Terrace, 

Upper  Duke  Street,  Liverpool,  at  8.30.    Dr.  J.  B.  Kevins, 

"  History  of  Materia  Medica." 


For  the  Front. — The  employes  of  Messrs.  Prentice 
Brothers  (Limited),  chemical-works,  Stowinarket,  held  a 
meeting  on  February  6  to  bid  farewell  to  one  of  the  staff, 
Mr.  David  Garnham,  who  is  leaving  for  South  Africa  with 
the  19th  Hussars. 

Theue  is  a  somewhat  sharp  contest  for  the  position  of 
President  of  the  Grimsby  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Associa- 
tion, rendered  vacant  by  the  death  of  the  late  Alderman  E. 
Palmer,  J.P.  It  is.  however,  expected  that  the  ultimate 
choice  will  fall  upon  Mr.  Robert  Cook,  J  P..  Vice-President, 

The  Influenza  in  Paris  now  prevailing  is  not  regarded 
as  an  epidemic  either  by  doctors  or  the  officials  responsible  for 
the  mortality  statistics*  though  M.  Bertillon,  the  statistician, 
says  that  the  malady  has  much  increased  of  late  owing  to 
the  continued  damp  weather.  There  were  thirty-nine  deaths 
from  influenza  in  Paris  last  month,  as  compared  with  eighteen 
in  January  1899,  and  twenty  in  December.  This  is  con- 
sidered a  high  death  rate  from  influenza. 


